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Galloway Glens ‘Can You Dig It’ Community Archaeology 

project – Technical notes. 

Web-based Heritage Research - 
Training Workshop Note 

PUBLISHED: ·TUESDAY, 19 MARCH 2019 
There are a range of resources available which provide information on the historic 

environment. Those listed here either provide all-Scotland coverage or are regional 

resources specific to the Galloway Glens area. Even when a resource has national 

coverage, this does not necessarily mean that the data held is of a consistent level 

across the resource. 

Canmore 

The ideal starting point for any web-based research is Canmore, compiled and 

maintained by Historic Environment Scotland. This is an online public archive and 

database, which forms a record of the archaeological and historical environment in 

Scotland. It contains details of over 320,000 archaeological sites, monuments, 

buildings and maritime sites - together with an index to the drawings, manuscripts 

and photographs held in the National Record of the Historic Environment - which 

can be searched via database query. Images of over 80,000 of the photographs or 

drawings in the collection are also available in Canmore. 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/can-you-dig-it/web-based-heritage-research-training-workshop-note/673022136449758/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcanmore.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3RdpTnHQI_DPv0FajY-wyUaHu3378-Od-wJ6JmR7DJFOqjI_2olrikNnU&h=AT1q_TXM4V8-TT05btrUua9fstkBgoSXqUlyq6iqvgfE3ZgMkjqQPSSEQeHM5HUEcFSLT_iK-FmBTFjWQLrs3IMtzhI75nxLMqycmAzRhBdhRD2jGOhpzFSqitg0zIvvkcnUVw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicenvironment.scot%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1nPPFWDv1Vo6eDYMNOnqYlDqZVD7s51luzPZ_gYdA4PgK7aSJqIHiBPBk&h=AT18iDrQWNn5dBBbNL29NzD4BaRX9qIm52zJbJCCpKj8zsQeyBSLnq3bmwuoBIHsioMkTlmmHTlgVPNryoZtw6dBIYtdNJANPOKTar-GBXtHOr06piw9_ho_H8De7cQz8EvmlQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicenvironment.scot%2Farchives-and-research%2Farchives-and-collections%2Four-collections%2Fnational-record-of-the-historic-environment%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0AZJhUgGjhLUSsih1V8CnSBt66nddqubfQxK-ugUHDbJJY1GWQXYOTiFg&h=AT1Y6euHOvB5T3dALLViArObwtHszzb8aBPTlAfCMBqncn4WQJAcgsavk9kCLfCGooTsSTJKSKrqCPpLOIO-YjvCfg3ugTSYLi72Oz0YUvYZDUp8GaM-DAkTEWQ7mTNZfpgc_w
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The information held there has come from a range of sources, ranging from 

professional archaeologists to amateur antiquarians, which has been amassed over 

more than a century. It also incorporates work carried out by archaeologists working 

for the Ordnance Survey. Much, however, was generated through the work of staff 

working for the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Scotland (who continue this role today as part of Historic Environment Scotland). It 

is the changing character of their work which has shaped and defined the scope and 

quality of the information held within the National Record of the Historic 

Environment. 

To understand the complexity of Canmore, it is useful to have some knowledge of the 

way in which the Commission’s role has changed since their creation. For many 

years, one of their primary roles was to compile and maintain an ‘Inventory’ of 

monuments. These originally were comprehensive hardbound volumes, often 

generated using the results of detailed field surveys produced on a county basis. 

Produced from 1911 to 1992, some 25 volumes were prepared, covering 

approximately 22 counties. The commission ceased production of Inventories in 

1992, recognising that the format no longer met their objectives effectively.  

Their focus then changed to survey and publication work specifically targeted 

towards areas perceived to be under threat. These took the form of the Sites and 

Monuments volumes, produced on a more expedient basis to address those areas of 

Scotland experiencing rapid development pressure. Produced between 1978 and 

1989, these volumes covered large areas of the north-east, central belt and northern 

isles. This work was followed between 1989 and 1998 with the Afforestable Land 

Survey, which targeted strategic areas where afforestation was anticipated, typically 

marginal ground in upland rural areas. During this period the Commission surveyed 

large areas of ground with a view to identifying and characterising the archaeology. 

While all of this data fed into Canmore, some was also published in thematic or area-

based volumes (e.g. Glenesslin Nithsdale)  

Taking a more thematic approach was the First Edition Survey Project, a 6-year 

project which covered the whole of Scotland and which identified over 26,000 

unroofed buildings depicted on the first edition Ordnance Survey maps of Scotland.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRoyal_Commission_on_the_Ancient_and_Historical_Monuments_of_Scotland%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1jjUck_4wi_CI6bn2_ScrFl3Hb8qwfXTk9FzuAbMd9-eB9MGiyRBCd6-A&h=AT3AGm_7t9nr-L9n-Zxx2J2Q1KPNG-4cyBg7LN231gkxmy0092Omr_gXgnU-6GQA49qzH05V52-3CXqPsMxszoLw1FzNJjQZURkq2f6hBUUAh5uaBC5p3VpwFm70IS8n7bZLkA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRoyal_Commission_on_the_Ancient_and_Historical_Monuments_of_Scotland%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1jjUck_4wi_CI6bn2_ScrFl3Hb8qwfXTk9FzuAbMd9-eB9MGiyRBCd6-A&h=AT3AGm_7t9nr-L9n-Zxx2J2Q1KPNG-4cyBg7LN231gkxmy0092Omr_gXgnU-6GQA49qzH05V52-3CXqPsMxszoLw1FzNJjQZURkq2f6hBUUAh5uaBC5p3VpwFm70IS8n7bZLkA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Forapweb.rcahms.gov.uk%2Fwp%2F00%2FWP003897.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0YTrpWzzZ6iEft3DOaoicyTxgH53GuOnjiNn-qC4pud2SUuC6zDInIbO8&h=AT2M8jZgzihgyoZQOkvJPiDj0yI1H3kFYcbkUSwyB_JwEYOOysiCTC0vijndyyFAxPsG97O_fIHHi47SLthSTRaZaJBMCOlWZt9T_aEzejHvRc-jVIvQ9fHHMK8i05E9mp4F8g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcanmore.org.uk%2Fevent%2F978398%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0TznqP7SQX0VQsqh2Okvz8NzjJCf89kgc9Q-sWM6UcmODDVUc79w89Q2s&h=AT0BJE84BJB3kGtdanAdMcIOtT5k9HTXdF8dXtkQszFcUVuIcOmsNp3IRxlRdPmpqOba9JUkuW_puYdJ9gCFFwu022FuhNujkOPF-uyauCnsyuGMBx1_l_pbqfT17LwOay2BKA
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The aim was to plot the changing character of Scotland’s rural landscape during the 

late 18th and 19th centuries. The summary results of the survey are published in But 

the Walls Remained, together with more information about the research value of 

early Ordnance Survey maps and descriptions of the common types of settlement 

and landscape features. All data has been integrated into Canmore, and it can 

provide a useful starting point for those embarking on a detailed study of medieval 

or later rural settlement.  

Now part of Historic Environment Scotland, their staff continue to develop and 

undertake a range of field survey projects that seek to record endangered or poorly 

understood elements of the historic environment. These projects can focus on large 

survey areas such as Donside, Canna or Holyrood Park. 

PastMap 

All the above have significantly enriched Canmore, but they are generated in a 

geographically proscribed manner.  

To the casual user, Canmore may be a difficult resource to work with, as there are so 

many variables in the searches. Finding a specific site can therefore be tricky, 

although for general searches, such as providing information on every Bronze Age 

cairn in a certain parish, it can be useful. But there are alternative ways of accessing 

this data, which some may find a more user-friendly approach. These take the forms 

of map-based searches, which allow the user to identify known sites visually. 

Canmore itself has a map-based websearch facility, but an alternative resource is 

available in PastMap, a map-based web tool produced by Historic Environment 

Scotland which - as well as providing point locations for every site, building, 

maritime feature or find recorded in Canmore, displays the location of: listed 

buildings; the boundaries of Scheduled Monuments; the boundaries of designed 

landscapes and gardens. Here, the query system links the map depiction of each 

mapped element through to the underlying data explaining what each element 

represents. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpastmap.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3X2GblV3M64u_MGunP3gi_x6UsfijdJEIIgeJp_0NQWQT3sqCwQMq_IyA&h=AT1YGBYkYYpSRaESU4-pO5nprbhpM-jA2mxX-F05d4SjDgGsWQl-9l5-C9_xkRjDRDAh2vTRPRGSxvLl7uA63gxNuf4XQ_v6k6Kgwsimy0-vlOYEPYkf8oe956jMFFtW3PpQTw
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PastMap also allows access to information held by the Historic Environment 

Record of Dumfries and Galloway Council. This is the database maintained by 

the local authority archaeologist, and it can be accessed independently of the 

Canmore site. The HER should be the first port-of-call when reporting new 

information about known sites or new discoveries throughout the area covered by 

the Galloway Glens Landscape Project. 

So far, we have found out how to identify what sites are known, by examining 

information in a database which allows us to learn what a particular site is, where it 

is located, and how much - if any- archaeological work has been done previously 

there in the past. We’ve examined resources which locate these sites on a modern 

map, but this is merely the starting point for a much more complex and enriching 

process. Let’s turn now to historic mapping - for this resource, the main repository is 

undoubtedly the National Libraries of Scotland of which the National Map 

Library of Scotland is a part. 

National Libraries 

The National Libraries of Scotland (NLS) has its roots in the late 17th century, and 

was given legal rights to claim a copy of every book published in Britain in 1710. It is 

one of only 6 legal deposit libraries in Britain and Ireland, and now holds 14 million 

printed items and 100,000 manuscripts, as well as maps and other items. It should 

be considered a primary source of reference material for background reading 

relating to the historic environment, including most – if not indeed all – of the 

journal runs and major publications listed below. Its Rare Book Collections also 

include works pertinent to Scotland’s history and built environment. 

Forming part of the NLS is the National Map Library of Scotland. With over 2 

million maps in its collections, the Map Library allows access to some of the most 

important maps of Scotland produced between 1560 and 1928. Many of these are 

now web-mounted – these include maps of 16th and 17th century date by the 

celebrated mapmakers Pont and Blaeu, 18th century military maps; 18th and 19th  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.dumgal.gov.uk%2Fmapviewers%2FArchaeology.aspx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xxM-dVXP--iQ-Zhw3t8sgGu-OCZuMqauIwkiIZBX-VDcEcCKnGb-AwEg&h=AT0E3m6usgw_3U4z9j8cjOC6RkpdDRADoS6aKPzqPOLJ6XK-zVkpPTN6a2D-A3bJTk5yHDRjXjEUbcMQJMYR8n8E0edC3QkMeIux4U3YMghrWCfESXRzYoUTimFvbAEVIBJ_Zg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.dumgal.gov.uk%2Fmapviewers%2FArchaeology.aspx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xxM-dVXP--iQ-Zhw3t8sgGu-OCZuMqauIwkiIZBX-VDcEcCKnGb-AwEg&h=AT0E3m6usgw_3U4z9j8cjOC6RkpdDRADoS6aKPzqPOLJ6XK-zVkpPTN6a2D-A3bJTk5yHDRjXjEUbcMQJMYR8n8E0edC3QkMeIux4U3YMghrWCfESXRzYoUTimFvbAEVIBJ_Zg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nls.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR07gntHBuSYjMP0zXFaJCcLVzTP0T25tsm5tmEiggOsE5jWCCbEvcXz0hc&h=AT1DKmHmkjifPbBleB9UYFklIkguDCaWgNo_97c2m11MVv5udKq2BTgMpqT46KjbkE3M3tDpZodGsmUAMADFHrIXYvdbHRCjVh-r5vCg4ZbmHjGyt7nzxqCtgvDdnv-yh2Y3Lg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.nls.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yhXarg_a0j4_xsJ2cMCBBa628k7855b4SqDK0z7Huch-j0SaS8SyGDow&h=AT0AgDTruFvxpiqGsXYAcEDrPACPNyOdBuuoPGUFn0larT-DSqq-ck-76BYCXxFejlJUC-cSRTwisVHQxG_papwKCiFsvi__XIuwLO-MsJPo85hK1jx5__BAN_ZBbsah0jBbWlbZSck_Lx4WeYs
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marine maps; and Ordnance Survey large scale Scottish Town plans, printed 

between 1847 and 1895. 

While there are a broad range of cartographic sources available, two prominent 

national survey programmes are particularly worthy of mention. The first is the 

Military Survey of Scotland, which was the first systematic survey of mainland 

Scotland and is an excellent source for research. The maps show settlements, 

cultivation, woodland, parkland, roads and tracks in colour at a scale of one inch to 

1000 yards (1:36000). This is an important source as it records the pre-

improvement landscape, but it should be used with caution as the mapping can be 

inaccurate and inconsistent while the Gaelic place names can be unreliable. The 

second is provided by the Ordnance Survey mapping programmes, which began 

mapping rural Scotland in 1843, at a scale of six inches to the mile (1:10560). This 

scale is large enough to show individual buildings, roads and field systems. The 

country was surveyed by county, with each county then re-surveyed on two occasions 

- it is the initial First Edition of this mapping sequence that provided the data for the 

First Edition Survey Section which was mentioned previously in the section devoted 

to Canmore. 

Providing an important accessory to the First Edition Ordnance Survey maps is the 

Name Book, in which surveyors recorded the authorities used for every name which 

appeared on the map sheet. A short description of each feature is included (eg 'a 

small farmhouse with suitable offices, one storey, thatched and in poor repair') along 

with the name of the proprietor. This is a valuable resource which can assist in 

understanding the rural structures and settlement depicted, and it is amongst the 

varied range of resources which can be accessed via the on-line web resource 

Scotland’s Places. 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fscotlandsplaces.gov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR16QGhlbsejObX1dP5hmd1GIdothCnkawILAPCB1UJOkX_qEriwRur8qV0&h=AT2qy9SiO116zWd6dQlFmlckeWGlu221EFDsCG-bkimS4hajiLANjpjjrsGh8D854qU5iFipOKgILWdy03NiTotTzI5O2RppWbXiXM0WpO4l4q2oYE4U5hhrV8mxcChnhO7GQQ
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Maps and Mapping 

We’ll be learning more about Scotland’s Places later, but before we leave the subject 

of mapping, there’s one last resource to mention. This is DAMP, the Dumfries 

Archival Mapping Project which has been web-mounting estate maps and plans 

throughout Nithsdale and will be doing the same for material in Stewartry and the 

Galloway Glens Landscape Project area. These plans can be accessed via the National 

Map Library of Scotland on-line web portal. Please bear in mind, however, that these 

are organised according to parish, so you’ll have to have a broad understanding of 

your location before you start using this resource. 

We’ve seen already how data from historic mapping was used by staff of the then-

RCAHMS to create the First Edition Survey Project; before moving on from 

mapping, mention should also be made of the Historic Land Use Assessment 

project, still ongoing under the direction of Historic Environment Scotland. 

Developed as a map-based analysis of past and present-day land use throughout 

Scotland, this resource provides a categorisation system for landscape history.  

Each area with similar origins has been given one of 55 Historic Land-use Types, 

which also allocates it a Category group, or a Period of origin. Wherever past land-

use is detected it is recorded as a Relict Category, Period and Type. This 

categorisation is largely based on cartographic sources; while ground testing is 

undertaken to support the assessment where map-based research proves 

inconclusive, general survey is not carried out. 

Forming a modern counterpoint to traditional mapping techniques is aerial imagery. 

The National Collection of Aerial Photographs. held and maintained by 

Historic Environment Scotland, contains a broad range of aerial images generated 

from the 1930s onwards. These include: RAF training, reconnaissance and 

camouflage survey images; Luftwaffe imagery; oblique imagery from RCAHMS 

sponsored flights; and late-20th century imagery from Ordnance Survey and other 

mapping projects. 

https://www.facebook.com/Dumfries-Archival-Mapping-Project-571182229681530/
https://www.facebook.com/Dumfries-Archival-Mapping-Project-571182229681530/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhlamap.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0JPULGHAIAu5Fn5aos6lj6udk0nowYUu0ZqQBsah4kHBzfeH6LQIEGTXs&h=AT0vT-qVQlbeKWzg00OWWCSDNBPezBcJWbXjO1i-tJnxgh5zD_wt9GdNfrvkJHoMW4uqzmVi4RS7L6uz3HuZqcsKor6_-nHADhryZ6-3PRhPnpB4nvnWiO7EyJNMKtZH72JHcA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhlamap.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0JPULGHAIAu5Fn5aos6lj6udk0nowYUu0ZqQBsah4kHBzfeH6LQIEGTXs&h=AT0vT-qVQlbeKWzg00OWWCSDNBPezBcJWbXjO1i-tJnxgh5zD_wt9GdNfrvkJHoMW4uqzmVi4RS7L6uz3HuZqcsKor6_-nHADhryZ6-3PRhPnpB4nvnWiO7EyJNMKtZH72JHcA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fncap.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2vzMyBs5tOOm-rVvAqjY6ETULhKnCkJAw2uSm53VN9TiNz0vpSspZQNEQ&h=AT0-Jw54PDlWYJ1-2Htz1relS4DjDUqTrJIDueUi-qt5bSvfkX4p79u7ovFouDpO9KWtAsMXgIMCcSF0GrEki2bVD-uOBUh8Jt35iQ5SKrMm5wvOVxPfPJGCnnQIGkGtDwQ8EQ
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Access to some aerial imagery can be carried out via Canmore, but a much broader 

range can be viewed via a web-mounted application set up by the National Collection 

of Aerial Photographs. This helps users to locate aerial photographs held in the 

collections, containing details of flight plots which illustrate where there will be 

vertical aerial photographic coverage. Images can be viewed without charge, but only 

at a very small size - in order to obtain a detailed image, a visit to the Collections is 

required, or a digital file must be ordered. These images can be useful when viewing 

areas which were subject to afforestation in the post-war period - RAF sorties in 

particular may show these locations prior to planting, and hence depopulated 

settlements in particular may be revealed in some detail.  

Up-to-date satellite imagery can also be a valuable source of information, via 

commercial websites such as Google Earth or Google Maps. This is particularly 

useful if you’re looking to find out about a particular location’s current land use. 

So far, we’ve found out how to find out what known sites are present in the 

landscape, and we’ve also explored the historic mapping and aerial imagery 

resources which can show us how the landscape evolved in modern times, and -

following on from that - help us to establish how well a site may have survived to the 

present. We can also use historic mapping and aerial imagery to identify potential 

new sites within the landscape. All this is particularly useful for relatively ‘modern’ 

sites, in particular for farms and settlements of post-medieval and modern date. 

We’ve also seen how this kind of data can be used to create detailed pictures of 

change in the landscape, through the Historic Land Use Assessment project. 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fintl%2Fen_uk%2Fearth%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EHChIpePx6JQ7KRe6IX72-hFiGeUpVu-G1oEXM8WNslHqbf46N50GdL8&h=AT2LNgiGqwEQPgBy0_cUSPinmPn3cnCzJbVvRhclbibrDG2han3a691aeAMIVXCWPKL3FBzHgjaB4AubBceTHpzELJIAR169SeFMmIiG12sOuKh77zIbIVZxYaYRFDm2nLfden_-09wnomoV1Fs
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0cFOOkQyQKUh8nQO15wkXTrNTzxaO73wxSyauXigFAtZczt95X-Dwb0Ds&h=AT3WCb7WZnNmkq3fId0W2iUuAz8L0h_VGvzuy7-Z9C91yY0QBHksuBGMXMK0m3SKby-soKIHdTdCuqtsG28pDfL2IanDbxlDgjDr6WNU3s52h2B4_r7FU6fVDP8V_GUKfeDWgw
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Historic Land Use Assessment  

The Historic Land Use Assessment provides a very broad overview of the landscape 

and its evolution, but for those who are interested, there are web-based resources 

which can provide a more specialised and localised insight into the environment. 

These rely on excellent levels of preservation in the environmental data (such as 

pollen) and therefore they are linked with wetland locations. 

Two main specialist datasets are available, covering differing aspects of the historic 

environment. The first is the Scottish Palaeoecological Archive Database - 

produced jointly by the University of Edinburgh and the then-Historic Scotland, this 

resource provides information on sites in Scotland where evidence of past 

environments has been preserved in the ‘natural archives’ of peat bogs, mires and 

lochs. By studying such evidence (which includes fossil plants and pollen, animal 

bones and sediments), palaeoecologists can reconstruct past ecosystems and study 

their change over time. To date, information relating to the area of the Galloway 

Glens and its immediate environs is limited. 

The Scottish Wetlands Archaeological Database is perhaps more interesting 

to the general user, as it integrates archaeological information with environmental 

data. It contains 6,000 records and highlights the importance of wetlands as 

repositories of archaeological information. The information held in the database was 

generated by combining digital overlays of wetland sites defined using information 

obtained from Scottish Natural Heritage and the Macaulay Land Use Research 

Institute, with archaeological information held in Canmore. Created in order to 

produce a fuller understanding of the potential of Scottish wetland archaeology, it 

can also be used as a management tool and a source of information for interpretative 

schemes. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geos.ed.ac.uk%2F%7Eajn%2Fspad%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3u9AhJFxFgWyyhEZ-dIIUTbPxawQmFd6iMNE2fC6pY1Uf9wWyTLL1lj98&h=AT25LmrjL1Y8e4fZnH6r8b-ryO8B8ftcrqgGOfB6ylyI-fO-lKp5s-tfhQ5bLYhRev_TAW4T8w6WkvkYFxkxfkQrozm6lKHrBqRHsotaf6_rC6ghPeF3YyepTid_PJ_cFNlWSA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geos.ed.ac.uk%2F%7Eajn%2Fswad%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0qVIu-HS1qFwim1chZyLErlW6VaBHpXvCy88okg15R5UdOkvfUI0w0EW8&h=AT01PdJvvEQZYzoJ3Y-YRHhoru01zcSs7cdnbesQC7E0kYDTjc0SQydTEE6sUouwD_r7vmvG7YOfYYk3jsFPgnJLWBQ3N2_8riPjRTQp3D2NPz7kOQ4EdwOkIQQmTDCD1MrSDw
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Journals 

Much of the emphasis so far has been on archaeological sites relating to the recent 

past, but those of you with an interest in prehistory or the medieval period, we’ve 

seen how Canmore and the Scottish Wetland Archaeological Database can help you 

learn more. Even more detailed information is available in a number of journals 

which have direct relevance to the study of the historic environment in Scotland - 

and that’s true of the post-medieval and modern periods, too. These journals often 

have extensive runs but can be difficult to source - helpfully, one of the roles of 

Historic Environment Scotland is to collate, synthesise and integrate information 

derived from such journals and include it within the National Record of the Historic 

Environment. However, this is not a verbatim transfer of information and more data 

is almost invariably retained in the primary source, which are referenced from the 

Canmore entries. 

A list of the better-known journals is included here, to give some idea of what is 

available. Most are available only as hard copies which can be viewed in major 

libraries, but some are now web-mounted. Those that can be accessed free-of-charge 

as web-mounted documents can be accessed via links provided. 

• Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (1792 - present) – a 

platform for the publication of articles concerned with archaeology and 

antiquarian studies across Scotland 

• Transactions of the Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and 

Antiquarian Society (1862-present) - a journal dedicated to the natural 

history, archaeology and history of Dumfries and Galloway. 

• Council for Scottish Archaeology’s Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 

(1947 - present) – this provides an annual gazetteer of archaeological projects 

undertaken in Scotland; 

• Scottish Archaeological Journal (1969 - present) – formerly known as 

Glasgow Archaeological Journal, this journal has, in recent years, transformed 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farchaeologydataservice.ac.uk%2Farchives%2Fview%2Fpsas%2Fvolumes.cfm%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1SCdGvmLiF0HYf_xcm60tYwy_LuBQaN0JvoQGzM4X_9F8WqyxMgp31YC0&h=AT1pbQzUMXi82PqjsGfT1cxl4IZsyZ65y9jgEaOGU-nExEnMCPUYeOS75IGehXHyfsjv2HKkTkuT7TrPRp_-P-cW8MUnvk0-cPGPI2DX01pRqxfRWRhJttLs_anGXpMbOlLG9Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dgnhas.org.uk%2Ftdgnhas_online_volumes%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0iWR2eErZT56MkMmHkDQ1EfrkgDRBEi4G1eht2gEO9V1x5wzaw720wmnQ&h=AT3WF3l8CukyvacOVujO2HQggSio-IRYb-gJ1swEhuKtY8526xTjRrfxRCxR3CCR1S2OtVWnQUAmPIhuWmp47SNkHZd8CaveD7jqrd5lUYwJqh5FpkI3p4bMkT6oG4V4xM4ANAshSyEfdqAZvHo
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dgnhas.org.uk%2Ftdgnhas_online_volumes%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0iWR2eErZT56MkMmHkDQ1EfrkgDRBEi4G1eht2gEO9V1x5wzaw720wmnQ&h=AT3WF3l8CukyvacOVujO2HQggSio-IRYb-gJ1swEhuKtY8526xTjRrfxRCxR3CCR1S2OtVWnQUAmPIhuWmp47SNkHZd8CaveD7jqrd5lUYwJqh5FpkI3p4bMkT6oG4V4xM4ANAshSyEfdqAZvHo
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farchaeologydataservice.ac.uk%2Farchives%2Fview%2Fdes%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Z8oKAsSsCj27VR0lQiPUgH-hX1gl2nj-9txgKncKu7Nl2rybigVQRmB4&h=AT1D0OiPZvh8tXhg_rOavJbd11ylP-HSEgwm3R3b0O1DikXaQVdi9g4oYwRGtSBkNwL4qg3_HDTZQueK9f4f9K7k1-Ola3o4ICgSwUp0kDHtMsStFT-flzgfcNpepwvCReYUHQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farchaeologydataservice.ac.uk%2Farchives%2Fview%2Fdes%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Z8oKAsSsCj27VR0lQiPUgH-hX1gl2nj-9txgKncKu7Nl2rybigVQRmB4&h=AT1D0OiPZvh8tXhg_rOavJbd11ylP-HSEgwm3R3b0O1DikXaQVdi9g4oYwRGtSBkNwL4qg3_HDTZQueK9f4f9K7k1-Ola3o4ICgSwUp0kDHtMsStFT-flzgfcNpepwvCReYUHQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euppublishing.com%2Floi%2Fsaj%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2rrJJtU_bYSLTQZq6LyBpsvIFwna1Q-DU1RYoNinuAZx-wvPJH7N2YBmc&h=AT1G65jmNDIdcDJsdtAj3LzkEg2_jm2SA-x4phVoSvwVf1tJp7jrLYcNzS0dDskce0cfkBtbxk4kDwlgnGoZNdxk5IJlWRxBYAMHqJmFm9Nse4wFbRbx9mCTZMl32VAz314c6Q
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itself from a regional journal focussing mainly on western Scotland to a 

publication with a broader scope of interest encompassing the whole of Scotland.  

• Scottish Archaeological Forum Monographs (1969 - 1981) – these 

comprise the published proceedings of the various conferences 

hosted by SAF. All contain some material which is relevant to 

Scotland, with many volumes devoted entirely to aspects of Scottish 

archaeology and the built heritage.  

• Vernacular Buildings, Scottish Vernacular Buildings Working Group 

Journal (1975 – present) – devoted to the publication of articles 

relating to Scotland’s smaller traditional buildings, built using local 

materials and methods. 

There are also a range of United Kingdom (or International) journals that can 

include articles directly relating to the archaeology and/or built heritage of Scotland, 

and its place in a wider national or even international context. 

• Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society – publishes papers on all aspects of 

prehistory with an emphasis on the British Isles, Europe, SW Asia, and the 

countries bordering the Mediterranean; 

• Britannia – dedicated to the archaeology of Roman Britain; 

• Medieval Archaeology – the aims of this publication are to support and 

advance the study of the medieval period (5th– 16th century AD) in Britain 

and Ireland; 

• Post-Medieval Archaeology - a bi-annual journal devoted to the study of 

the material evidence of European society wherever it is found throughout the 

world; 

• Industrial Archaeology Review – covers all practical aspects of recording, 

surveying, excavation, interpretation, conservation and protective legislation 

relating to the surviving evidence of industrial activity; and 

• Garden History - its aim is to advance understanding of the history and 

conservation of gardens and designed landscapes. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prehistoricsociety.org%2Fpublications%2Fpps%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2z_9Gh0sZ48HlpvGeiUPMJ5T2xKohWQ0qRRK44nRwB-mkP85H1HpAG-CI&h=AT14LRVdWZsVfGhU1O2PNOVp1cHjG1Yx2dGN0ylvgybCxqksA0GpLaZ8Wm9KizOwOOo8vJ-TK4GHNREOJGCFCCIwgGzt35_Ekae5OWvF4AnGoO6cXilxn9aryiXFk4YCrTMrVA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fjournals%2Fbritannia%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR00UpEVaRF_OCoxnLrKefv_n7nFzJiKc2inavJUu2NuL2ghNlch9axL96g&h=AT06qESRyY693HlpsMCy6V3bbRwQClePewsa5Z2jePvmkN28I2-rt1qsPCKcKgHT7G_M6zC1mQlGVBJCBhnNqduK00fFTzVsOz1V13PIG7t15mfksjRH8qr9OVj09g_0RQoDPA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farchaeologydataservice.ac.uk%2Farchives%2Fview%2Fmed_arch%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0VicxeqVv2UkIF7I9cJoNDos3YftSL5GVTSB16iLJKWlv0SI38SkGd4Fc&h=AT2Jw0NleGYccQexBRvRz28eoHh9pFrg4zqnoF6-m_h1TivDT8Y-Bb8Or661OHyfYpv9rLcnPy-x530zK1uuo1OtWak5JjF1vi26zPLW2qlCD1OhLNxKSwmSONZrtx2OrIarDA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.ac.uk%2Fhistory-online%2Fjournal%2Findustrial-archaeology-review%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2_OsSy6jAAnjZmKRzlMoUYXgVi9ObyPDPeiDhDv_qc8ZCVxg9yLoCKbgQ&h=AT3ZDBWThbByjqSVTPOu2cp1rJfRhwgDbuKS6_ibW3B5WgAWWlNEcOWe--zoK2yd14V_AUwlHP1tp0pdUPKkVqgKvfbTL1WohCXh1OrIDB0HDKqIGnmR7x9ykrR7i5n8CaO9rw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fjournal%2Fgardenhistory%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR35jrAafSyTe_Pgq8cqpzqYKGhFgF44iq6y0-jLzhIfJ2H9GaxOlKLodbw&h=AT3nQOyyYMtDC563XUghNkqzxQVgXZ0Nkt6Ea4-aTHw0QMxvq_LLs3MTglvsSxAxLlXINopthIprVBoHksXnXyn7nQtsI5ezFyavW7gkB_pcmB7P3ZT9pYCmKi4KsvaBnwYApWwAkFbBZ2SCey0
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In addition, there have been, or continue to be, a number of critical national 

specialists’ syntheses or surveys that provide a valuable source of information at the 

national level as to the character of the historic environment. These include: 

• Pevesner Buildings of Scotland - Produced by the Buildings Books Trust 

detailing the architectural history of the regions of Scotland; 

• Industrial Archaeology of Scotland – Two volumes by prominent industrial 

archaeologist, John Hume, devoted to the industrial archaeology of Scotland. 

Published in the 1970’s, Volume I is devoted to Lowland, and Volume II to 

Highland, Scotland. The author gives detailed but succinct summaries of a variety 

of industrial buildings, presented on a county-by-county basis; 

• A Guide to the Castellated and Domestic Architecture of Scotland – a 

19th century series authored by architectural historians MacGibbon and Ross 

which is still considered an important primary source and a definitive guide to 

medieval and early post-medieval buildings in Scotland; 

• A Guide to the Ecclesiastical Architecture of Scotland – as Castellated & 

Domestic Architecture (above), but devoted to churches, cathedrals and other 

religious buildings of medieval and early post-medieval date. 

This summary of journals and syntheses shows just how diverse the study of our past 

can be, and how many specialist offshoots there are. Whatever your site of interest, 

it’s almost guaranteed that someone, somewhere, will have carried out a more 

detailed investigation of the type or class of monument that this site represents. 

Many of the journals listed above are produced by specialist societies such as the 

Association for Industrial Archaeology, or the Society for Medieval Archaeology, but 

others represent resources compiled by institutions or even, in some cases, 

individuals.  

 

 



 

 

PUBLIC 

PUBLIC 

 

Other resources 

For those interested in industrial archaeology, an extremely useful resource is 

provided by the Scottish Mining Website, which provides detailed information 

relating to all aspects of Scottish extractive industries. Another interesting site to 

visit is Scotland’s Brick Manufacturing Industry, which provides information 

relating to the numerous brick manufacturers operating in Scotland during the 19th 

and 20th centuries.  

If your interest lies in historic church sites, then the Historic Churchyards of 

Dumfries and Galloway is worth exploring, while for those whose interest lies in 

Medieval or Later Rural Settlement (the Raiders Road sites provide us with typical 

examples of this kind of site), the website Scotland’s Rural Past project will be of 

interest. Scotland’s Rural Past (SRP) was a five-year (2006-11), nationwide project, 

which supported local communities across Scotland in the investigation of deserted 

rural settlements dating from the medieval and post-medieval periods. The website 

remains as a free resource which provides guidance of the research, identification, 

recording and protection of Medieval or Later Rural Settlement. 

Museums / archives 

Looking more broadly at artefacts originating from the prehistoric period onwards, 

we increasingly find that the accessioned items which make up museum collections 

are being more widely shared on line as digital records and - often - images. The 

Future Museum initiative, which highlights the collections of museums 

throughout Dumfries and Galloway and Ayrshire, has a map-based search element 

which links sites and objects. The National Museums of Scotland has an on-line 

search facility for its collections, but at present this is poorly populated in terms of 

the images available. Also worth a look is the British Museum on-line collections 

database, which holds some material from the Galloway Glens area. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scottishmining.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1mMoc4bZMdFnJsUqZREGvW2wNaButjlcZZCGhgGFyWGF6vMLNDP3Yawzg&h=AT0oGLcMcEjEBv74DjlpwvulB4rb52HbstVFZXKt60zWtDFHb07kV1odp6IhkvIBEb5bVl2tF9ZPs801ALEw3xrq0CTWBWpH_TlUivCW6eq1E-m18Ou2MDdcX7nR8VLpzQDXqw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scottishbrickhistory.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3N6A02PIgOAjxegl3XuW1p-hXExz-NLWg9gpqOIfw6F1GhEyrzxkRPT1w&h=AT2cRvouZ9IqTNWkTRtCGsK1g8pgvyJ6uTqLWi5E53EqOf_RKvLSgt86h2dNz7kiEXVtZOBcUJa5FERxFIGhAGMtoPMWFcmj2gqG5yuMP3-HfPkS0g2eG3YD2Akrie8oqTztqQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicchurchyards.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3EFTCDP5DPxNnu5OpgaVC7brVkAVuUGVdq38_unU5QqpQ6iy6Hr-YZCTc&h=AT1M7lUkP5wp420gXgEmFICVbf8iZ6u_xGVbd1b9zkY1eXdKjTa9teEce2Nt6T38MB0k1g8DwsKd6vkLv7_cy4ifBrwU6Pjtppcjng-t6tE3ZvBIJ9QfD8SO4Bwlg8mhtKHeLQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicchurchyards.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3EFTCDP5DPxNnu5OpgaVC7brVkAVuUGVdq38_unU5QqpQ6iy6Hr-YZCTc&h=AT1M7lUkP5wp420gXgEmFICVbf8iZ6u_xGVbd1b9zkY1eXdKjTa9teEce2Nt6T38MB0k1g8DwsKd6vkLv7_cy4ifBrwU6Pjtppcjng-t6tE3ZvBIJ9QfD8SO4Bwlg8mhtKHeLQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotlandsruralpast.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Tjxa3uDFgPyJG66b2WWWp0Zkt-pNPPO5GB0ewuni9EGmPBE2UUOWTjj8&h=AT3hr8GHI0ZvOcQCB0t0cZ4gDpKd9hjQms-IKP-BRHlP58RDrbm1pD67maOt8XYOXkbKtlg3wYXfeFch7obZ5ELzZl721Ka8OfmvGsdCrBd_6QAkCTO2ofgx2PC6Kl7t-A1Osg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.futuremuseum.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3q-bUowBIu7oXfVpZL7rU9OJ_fIEvLpn-0hmpuVI-pjSDrksg7QKV1tAc&h=AT0ZthJvy8-Aadf5-jRPdl7yFJfV0XCDA3dYs9M2x9aIqOSv_1Vr0cxhgnu2EjR5_HuMUCi1POt2J_qfA634tH9N3K6f2CGgUxE3L1RB5gfhSkJlLIeKlxayyGSdZ9j6ZjLHSw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nms.ac.uk%2Fexplore-our-collections%2Fsearch-our-collections%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3nH9FKi1b103FE60dxy9hVQlbD4cC9ND1ROM2WV6c_Mn25E16WWk0yP3s&h=AT2vv7cWIFsUX0KNihIEe3caFV4dOiU6NjEwQ2bjnL-MDJsyfIJIX0SvPFuqXDnri1dFejWogtNZHOTYC5UK_7FwCSVRJPjaAy3vIgz_vH0t-wJCkneenzMoR9Bz4s07ykolHw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britishmuseum.org%2Fresearch%2Fcollection_online%2Fsearch.aspx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2lrr1_HAcjpPVNZ9JpthKVW3WDIOBzpZbNHb6-SqLzmDypNfvXmN4TNN4&h=AT0QeGcibeUp0Gvi63Yn_ILCoNDC3dxmwa1badD8EzgndC2Uo4qxX90mHnuw5EYkLDGbAHs9IxqA0cvipPcdeOlfMe4TnT2mESZmJe0sPLV52NDCFfUAXmhkJLriJVX1fV6Xkg
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Another site which includes information and images relating to artefacts is Scran, a 

learning image services which currently hosts over 490,000 images, movies and 

sound clips derived from museums (including the National Museums of Scotland), 

archives, galleries and other institutions. including the media. Scran - formerly part 

of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, but 

now run by Historic Environment Scotland - aims to provide educational access to 

digital materials representing material culture and history. This is provided through 

the wholly owned trading arm Scran Ltd. They are one of the largest educational 

online services in the UK supporting over 4,000 schools, libraries, colleges and 

universities. It can be used as a superior form of clip art or for particular learning 

applications. It uses an advanced licensing system in which the institution retains 

ownership of the digitised assets but makes these available under licence to Scran, 

although small versions of the images can be viewed free of charge. 

Further resources are available for obtaining contemporary and historic 

photographs, drawings, etc. Many feature historic buildings, archaeological sites or 

artefacts, with access to the resource is obtained via subscription. These include the 

image library of the University of Aberdeen, which has in its large and varying 

photographic collection the George Washington Wilson Collection, which consists of 

over 40,000 glass plate negatives produced by the Aberdeen photographer's 

company during the second half of the 19th century. The University of St 

Andrews also has an on-line image library which offers access to the photographic 

material held within the Special Collections Department of the University of St 

Andrews Library. The whole collection currently numbers in excess of 300,000 

images, and is one of the largest and most important collections of historic 

photography in Scotland, stemming primarily from the fact that St Andrews played a 

vital role in the development of the photographic process.  

The archive also includes large collections such as the monochrome image archive of 

Valentines of Dundee, the photographic company which produced Scottish 

topographical views from the 1860s, and later became internationally famous as the 

producers of picture postcards. The negatives of Robert Moyes Adam, the well-

known Scottish landscape photographer whose work spans the first half of this 

century, numbers some 15,000 negatives. The work of George Cowie, a local press  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scran.ac.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0A2JHg5E3TuNHArPizYApDnzVqu8ljCQstgdqwC2142rMpSE13RV_T4xA&h=AT3QezmMlBUYxYq64TiskFXfkJnkSZ5xCw4rQ_HdBfEN5U3jOI64LPchBQohxgd4c5s5ZyrL-8kC6QoysKkLarNAspxAnuX0WW2nkGdni_68U99Q1cBKlMIGWTOtcClwNON1WA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fcollections%2Findex.php%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0v6nHzIjbNXl-tvIOBDgf6HHzsd36jJyidPvuoYH8jECA7bXhtysD3eg8&h=AT3epLi4zdBgTjSnCBILnQSd5Afo4QNoPga-H5YeR_7DDNGKPzbFDwu5gSeIdN_1-UGhlTxO3Wk66r65BlW2xPDmf9tuemIgEz3sPZRNbm4sq7YdSf43KIkWPidqrX4h2xXvyg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.st-andrews.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fspecialcollections%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3sxzQjT_WuCApbMmvxBkP3nGGGLwueqbvawJilzf-k7JE8i21_KDFnksU&h=AT04etGJvBRIZc_rxNaz91cUXePgVQM-d0hArP9tgFpN-jmTnZ3ST-3LhBZYnkf4T3LNKN8ZynD35aVXXSn4eTKP1zP5buSxJz74jUnN87im-rPhypc6EP0iEGOmJvZ9J26oyg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.st-andrews.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fspecialcollections%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3sxzQjT_WuCApbMmvxBkP3nGGGLwueqbvawJilzf-k7JE8i21_KDFnksU&h=AT04etGJvBRIZc_rxNaz91cUXePgVQM-d0hArP9tgFpN-jmTnZ3ST-3LhBZYnkf4T3LNKN8ZynD35aVXXSn4eTKP1zP5buSxJz74jUnN87im-rPhypc6EP0iEGOmJvZ9J26oyg
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photographer from 1930 to 1982, covers all aspects of life in and around St Andrews 

and the East Neuk of Fife, with a considerable section on the subject of golf. Several 

other collections from the later 19th century and throughout the present century 

complement these major archives, with photographs covering a wide range of 

locations and subject areas.  

Last, but by no means least, we’re going to move from the study of places and 

physical structures to people. The past as we see it today was created through the 

actions and activities of people, and while it’s difficult to find evidence for 

individuals throughout much of the prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods, the 

post-medieval period sees the introduction of much more detailed documentary 

sources. Many of these are now available on-line.  

People 

General overviews of particular locations, which include information on population 

and land ownership, as well as industrial and agricultural production, can be found 

in the Statistical Accounts of Scotland. The First (Old) Statistical Account (1791-

1799) was established in order to investigate the impact and effects of the 

agricultural improving movement upon the contemporary Scottish countryside. It 

contains many descriptions of traditional, pre-improvement farming practices, as 

well as descriptions of improved and experimental methods of agriculture. The 

Second (New) Statistical Account (1834-1845) was compiled when the improving 

movement was in full swing and the country experiencing a period of great economic 

change – the industrial revolution. As well as information about the progress of 

agricultural improvements, this account contains descriptions of emigration and 

famine across many parts of the Highlands. Another potential source is the 

Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland (1882-1885) by FH Groome: this is the best 

Scottish gazetteer to look out for, and whoile copies of this publication, or later 

editions, should be found in your local studies library or archive, the second edition 

(1892-1896) has been digitised and is available on-line. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstataccscot.edina.ac.uk%2Fstatic%2Fstatacc%2Fdist%2Fhome%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1YChsTAtCsXf5H8wOqMfnbnXZcfrhibrjMCz4otLcZQfXKC7W83PmszZ4&h=AT1LM3ytCQodhxLxt6uDjLklMw5QG1xKdLflrSaXS9k3I6Tc0lN9ovahh_SnZI-DgDT5jZpvbw4VWt-JQdNmUcsNp0tEyQ3t35ARc91fbUc_dsQIjeAC6cERUlxF-rvddMDHTQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.electricscotland.com%2Fhistory%2Fgazetteer%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3DGYv6MPdylGMv3EAeZpVmPdsxNwfAQRwn-Q4X0hBf17mdqRIQLi_3Dfs&h=AT3em8JK-oetBUKPb81E3yBJuPRn6nq118ajFJLOfXMqDsL8_XacOEdxL4Rf-_KVTthfsyU-0C4MuR2bNBvWEMKk7XtkwRigeZPdFkZULAfJnzdpoHNUHH8na0fAI5PGAqXK6w
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The National Records of Scotland has a search facility which allows detailed 

study of specific places or people/families, and this is particularly useful for those 

interested in detailed aspects of land ownership, Now incorporated into the larger 

holdings of the National Records of Scotland are records once held by the National 

Registers of Scotland, the Government Agency responsible for compiling and 

maintaining the registers relating to property and other legal documents. These can 

provide information on land ownership. Deeds relating to rights in property were 

originally held in the Register of Sasines, which was established in 1617; this was the 

system in place until 1979 when the Land Register of Scotland was introduced to 

replace it.  

More general searches can be carried out via the Scotland’s Places portal. Run 

collaboratively by the National Records of Scotland, the National Library of Scotland 

and Historic Environment Scotland, this resource allows access to a variety of 

material which includes maps, surveys and plans, photographs, archaeological 

records, drawings, and a variety of tax rolls. These include links to Canmore, and an 

ability to search the Ordnance Survey Name Books, which were mentioned 

previously. The tax rolls, in particular, provide the names and details of individuals, 

with records going back as far as the mid-1600s in places.  

More recent information such as census returns is not included; for this, it is 

necessary to visit the Scotland’s People website, which charges a fee for carrying 

out an outline search of the records in any detail. The 1851 census for Dumfriesshire, 

Kirkcudbrightshire and Wigtownshire has, however, been web-mounted by 

Dumfries and Galloway Council: it can be accessed via the website of 

Dumfries and Galloway Family History Society, which also provides 

additional resources which may prove helpful to the researcher. 

 

Dr Louise Turner 

Rathmell Archaeology 

March 2019 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrscotland.gov.uk%2Fresearch%2Fcatalogues-and-indexes%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2MCwQBPOFZqy4NG-Qrv6V_qcoohA0yy2iGjW6aXkJtyn2TmxAPoZjAtVE&h=AT10mSaYQfmrfbNEle1svn4caslOtTAh8JTJtofNXZqY9WiVnABxpfe-S_tEi71Hgn0b_AdRX1EF_CCYy_d2ZALsGOWzBifOyXJFdkM6W7xGeClYOyYIAdZpkBxjMtK1Y40iOw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fscotlandsplaces.gov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0zWSd34XTZv_zUOW-3nukgNEuEFsrvXTPZ5yPQ8csBx5lhQV7oW48Q1TQ&h=AT2YG0BdmgtAtsjIHNhrUC6s6mkKZlRpTyNTOr0Q5arbzWBGo_1bs8xGav38L2OJAHO5t9yNqRSyKy6sp1k2gaQHLuq5ZtXrUzYvlSBTOILTZPob8uVLrWuZUgOJh8MjJefcSQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotlandspeople.gov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1WremD7MveZvwojmPy_Lc2xMBK7HTQzD3slItabBCnoE-zT05NCTWhNA0&h=AT2C7FsAOzsBUwI09Gfa8V7WKVy_V1xsOl_VVSEM4Uk0qI05RBngCBvkZBE1EZ57Cwcr-Kpg7GevW4Q5tqoFtw_cPt6fgc49QqC27ZlUuWf1CKWxdQ2qNAYotQMCx6eOOF2IYg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.dumgal.gov.uk%2FHistoricalIndexes%2FHome%2FIndexDescription%2F1%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2CErz2aYbTjVFRr5BOFqsNZ3de1HJsqpsP1-YrcyAehp0Vx0MQ1QMpyFM&h=AT0KCC8ZpWfl4kRtthSOlTfXkdId8auR2XAGgaZM4bv4hSfze-OSn0BOJ_fmREX4Rm-W2ygg_LaJ5h7wl-jcIbzhfNKHTBSsTRmYyP31WF5CklZNcqDxOMN3I43wH6W4OjH_Tg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdgfhs.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0EnFihcEZu2upzdMZljKORtZCWu0wh_Pc4zv0x2mioQ0ovvubeedZekgc&h=AT0Oc94DV7insgaQoOvbiWLXNQTyOxV8BJp5UdwmtUAh-KuqxcxEl5MhG1orMbAN_wWUyaAL0bA75-GdaUQ_OnHFdG2GrAo9eXI6oyXArgQPoVbrVRFL34rbAfF0jncE_sndQg

