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Glenlochar Roman Fort is located on the east bank of the River Dee two miles 

north of Castle Douglas and approximately one mile north Threave Castle. The 

site is bisected by the modern day B795. It has had two residential properties 

constructed within what was the interior and has been overlain by rich arable 

fields. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/can-you-dig-it/glenlochar-roman-fort-great-empires-are-not-maintained-by-timidity-tacitus/666815423737096/
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Its History 

Originally misinterpreted as the remains of an Abbey, Glenlochar Roman Fort 

was first identified in 1949 by Dr Kenneth St. Joseph through the presence of 

cropmarks. St Joseph was an early pioneer of aerial photographic techniques, 

assisting in identifying countless sites across the British Isles. Five camps were 

also identified by St Joseph attesting the importance of this location for 

Roman activity in Scotland.  

 
Aerial photograph of Glenlochar Roman fort 

It was known at the time of discovery of the fort that there were a series of 

Roman sites lying along an east-west road running along the Solway coast. To 

the east on the Nith there are sites at Carzield from the Antonine period and at 

Dalswinton from the Flavian period. Further west there was a smaller fort at 

Gatehouse of Fleet, which was also discovered by St Joseph using aerial 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FKenneth_St_Joseph%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1uJGwuvPSJTYj3rwzTsGwx7_ADkUfICbdLptnrTBt_NZ2b3qDVtDor10k&h=AT2izsdZD9L8d4rJf9D-AXxuawHEQyjuJGRVwmLouGTs5iL0E3jzrqyV6OQm6IhKY3J7GaBQQuOmd2mj65flHVSVq_y1gWwg1_O75dOP4UJXzzvzM98waUa4NZFKLXqQnsk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCropmark%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Ihww5xFp--6AbWtgY2J9i_Tg4K7_mvh92QMfJ3ukjkadJq8czGkY0sQ0&h=AT1xa-fCzgFtHWSSb2uLfuvhKwMjeAV-uhhtbZW0utmEFN-gV9ugboztj3NO5b98WqRfjdVCn2qI4zXVbsiXQA7dPEAQfqJKprYMPNLZGOhUANyVrZWaF3xfxyiXJG24zYo
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photography. The location of these forts along this westward road, coupled 

with the Roman road from Glenlochar, towards Ayrshire suggests the 

development of the Roman system of cordon control.  

The excavations 

The excavation at Glenlochar took place across March and April 1952. The 

excavation consisted of one main trench and two minor trenches. The trenches 

were laid out to assess the nature of the defences and to assess the layout of 

structures within the interior of the fort.  

 
Trench excavated during the 1952 season 

The excavated trenches revealed that there had been a series of three 

superimposed forts, which for the most part retained common alignments. 

The first had been constructed in the Flavian period and may have been 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcanmore.org.uk%2Fsite%2F64687%2Fglenlochar%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR105DS0CKekYOB1kV3YETrPUv1FYH2ub9HFwYQ0Ehvf4cuUYu5Et9STFxI&h=AT3mLNzbChl3SJmwMoVlXgSP-_Zu7_eJNSpOIm2uehle1W3txRvHjxhVgaIeV6t4uzBaAohyufSousZgRo_8kI7ZUyun3pjAtf66Cp5AUe60BliJImJjcLXtxrtsPGad5ME
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destroyed by fire. The second was constructed in the Antonine period, while 

the third represented later improvements also during the Antonine period.  

To the north of this known fort, there is the suggestion there was an earlier 

Flavian (Agricolan) fort on a different site: a large ditch, visible on the aerial 

photographs at the northern end beyond the limits of the Antonine phases. 

This suggests that an earlier site may be situated just north of the B795 on the 

higher ground. 

Five Roman camps are also known at Glenlochar - showing the temporary 

encampment of military units - suggesting the importance of this location on 

the eastern bank of the Dee throughout the Roman campaigns in Scotland. 

The Finds  

65 fragments of pottery were unearthed during the excavation in 1952. They 

came from 17 different vessels, of which it was possible to create drawings of 6 

of the vessels. Of those 6 vessels which were reconstructed, 3 were coarse ware 

vessels, while the remaining 3 were of samian ware. The pottery recovered was 

able to assist in determining the stratigraphy and chronology of the site, with 

there being two distinct dated pottery types: a Flavian group and an early 

Antonine group.  

Conclusion  

The Roman activity is a reminder of the an Age of Invasion when the Roman 

empire controlled the indigenous populations of south west Scotland. The site 

represents repeated and continued attempts to assert some form of 

control/presence within the Galloway Glens area. The excavations have given 

us the briefest of insights into the importance of Glenlochar locally, but also 

suggest its importance in the large national narrative of the Roman occupation 

of Scotland.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FTerra_sigillata%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0ZaymyUQmq8pwA1s_YjkcDzp2zrxHrnCFDbFlN2Ti0FE629lhE1d5eth0&h=AT1epH93lOtGmWrWQTF5ubRSZQNStPIonBTTLdGbE7QMc6uqsxjzrHE_5gy_h8LX6YkT0nKBQSsA5rB_o7CX7ixsNMyYSzl57wZmo387YlLnxMRWiNEjlOnsyWBzSa6BLxE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcanmore.org.uk%2Finsites%2F72%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IMqRWrrW2idlBiKBmid03_b7UN_JIthSo6KC4SWIYErOH0_Ja0Af9Ong&h=AT0Ez39pHjO70b-gyulb94MWJ-gZZXmV1_YVEfEKnDMPrz7CO3G89nLpseZ0UTHW7deAK0dtXF8pBoYD_m-DpJLt8bga3PL3UcNNm0Qexy7phviC2yhp4Wzg32jdxSewd2M
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