
Grave Encounters at Kells

Can you find the carvings on the gravestones (in no particular order),  
based on the simple illustrations? Please write the person’s name beside it.  

A C T I V I T Y  S H E E T

INSTRUCTIONS
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Kells Kirkyard is 

classed as a Category 

B Listed Building - this 

means that it has been 

recognised as having 

‘special’ architectural or 

historic interest. 

These carvings are 

hundreds of years old 

and many still have  

the year visible.  

Can you spot which one 

is the oldest?



BONUS QUESTION

Next to one of the 
gravestones sits a rare 
example of a wooden WWII 
battlefield cross that’s 
been brought over from 
France. Can you find it and 
write down the name that 
appears on it?
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Some of the carvings 

represent what the 

people did for a living, 

can you guess what 

the person at  Carving 6 

did?

Carving 7 is called a 

‘winged soul’. These 

are fairly common, see 

if you can keep count 

of how many there are 

as you go round the 

gravestones.


