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Introduction 

The Building Biographies project recruited volunteers to undertake research into some of the large country 

houses within Galloway1. These imposing buildings have borne witness to centuries of history, standing 

through changing eras and shifting social and economic climates. Their walls have enclosed the lives of many, 

their grounds the lives of many more and they have fulfilled a variety of needs from homes, hospitals and 

schools, to war rooms and tourist attractions. 

The decision to focus on country houses stemmed from their longevity and assorted histories: their status 

and sheer size making them notable features in the landscape which inspire the imagination and curiosity of 

locals and visitors alike. These are buildings which appear frequently in our landscape but their histories 

often remain unknown to the public. Many have been demolished or stand as ruins: a resource that 

disappears a little more with each passing decade. 

For the project, each volunteer was given their own specific house to research, piecing together timelines 

from their initial construction through to how they stand today. Initially, the selection of houses to research 

was driven by location, with the catchment area of the Galloway Glens being the focus. Second to this, the 

aim was to avoid any that had already been subject to a significant amount of research. The resulting 

selection included houses that were still in use, ruinous or even demolished, featuring a variety of functions 

dating back to the 19th century or earlier. 

As more volunteers signed up, however, the study area expanded to include all of Galloway (and even a few 

from Dumfriesshire) and the biggest influence came from the preferences of the volunteers themselves; 

many had specific areas or even houses that had already piqued their interest and so the list grew to 

encompass a sporadic mix of country houses from across the region.  

Each researcher was given a Guidance Note outlining the main resources available online. People could visit 

their local library or archive centre but the choice of online resources kept the project open to anyone who 

might face constraints in attending such places in person. 

By the end of the project, 32 volunteers submitted their findings as summary reports, which covered 42 

country houses across Galloway. The volunteers included people from Dumfries and Galloway, Ayrshire, 

Glasgow and America. Their results revealed stories of the people who designed, lived and worked within 

these houses, stories which reflect both local history and connections to far-flung places during times of 

peace and war. 

The volunteers’ research has revealed the importance of recording these histories, and the origins of many 

bring to light a legacy that is not always acknowledged. After the abolition of slavery within the British 

Empire, the Slave Compensation Act of 1837 authorised a commission to manage the distribution of £20 

million to compensate slave owners in the British colonies for the freeing of slaves.2 Not all, but many of 

these country houses were initially funded with profits from slavery, with several connections to plantations 

in Jamaica. 

It is important to record all aspects of our history and these houses seem able to reveal both the good and 

bad from our collective past. The passion and commitment shown by the volunteers in uncovering the stories 

of these houses has been inspiring, and they have created an impressive record which will be shared for 

many years to come. 

Claire Williamson

 
1 The Building Biographies project was undertaken in February to April 2023 as part of ‘Can You Dig It’, the community 
archaeology project of the Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership. Galloway Glens was a five-year initiative funded by the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, and ‘Can You Dig It’ was match funded by Historic Environment Scotland and delivered by 

Rathmell Archaeology. 
2 The Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery contains a database of their records - 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/
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Locations of houses researched during the Building Biographies Project – red marks the houses reported in this volume 

Cumstoun House 

Largs House 

Castlewigg 

Spottes Hall 
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Cumstoun House, Twynholm 

by Donald Tait 
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Appendix 1 

 

This appendix to the Cumstoun House document contains the following items: 

 - Six photos from the Maitland family album, dating from around 1895- 100 

- One recently taken photo of a section of the Library 

- One photo of Sara Maitland dancing with Bill Clinton, c. 1978 
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Recently taken photo of a small section of the Library at Cumstoun 
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Sara Maitland and Bill Clinton 
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Largs House, Twynholm 

by Joyce Simpson 

Easting/Northing: 267251,  555555  

Latitude/Longitude: 54°  52 ′  37″  N  4°  04 ′  14″  W  

Mapsheet: NX65NE 

OS NGR: NX  67251 55555  

Parish: Tw yn h olm  

County: K i rkcu d b r igh t sh i re  

Scot lands  P l ace s   

Organisation: Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 

Alternative name(s): Twynholm 

Canmore ID: 207596 

Site type: House (period Unassigned) 

County: Kirkcudbrightshire 

Parish: Twynholm 

Council: Dumfries And Galloway 

Date People   Source  

1682  ‘Lands of Larggs’ 
are mentioned. 

Value £163 2s. 

difficult to fully 

decipher. 

Scot lan d s  p lace s   

Land tax rolls 1645-1831 

Land tax rolls for Kirkcudbrightshire, 

volume 01 

E106/20/1/43 

 

1797 -98 Michael Falcon 

esq 

Dog Tax for 1 dog 

at 3s 

Scot lan d s  P lace s  

Dog tax rolls 1797-1798 

Dog tax, volume 01 

E326/11/1/145 

 

1797 -98 Michael Falcon 

esq 

Horse tax for 2 

farm horses at 2s 

Scot lan d s  P lace s  

Farm Horse Tax 1797-1798, Volume 10 

E326/10/10/67 

 

1797 -98 Michael Falkins Horse tax for 1 

saddle horse at 5s 

Scot lan d s  P lace s  

Horse tax, volume 06 E326/9/6/156 

1835 Maitland Falcon 

Esq of Largs 

Listed as one of the 

heritors present at 

meeting of 

Twynholm parish 

churh. (A heritor 

was a landowner 

liable to contribute 

of the church) 

Scot lan d s  Peop le  

Twynholm kirk session, Minutes (1835-

1875), CH2/952/2 

 

1848-51 J Falcon esq A Small mansion 

house in the 

modern style of 

architecture in 

good repair with a 

Scot lan d s  P lace s  

Kirkcudbrightshire OS Name Books, 

1848-1851 

Kirkcudbrightshire, Volume 132 

OS1/20/132/4 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/207596
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search/results?st=Kirkcudbrightshire
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search/results?st=Twynholm
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search/results?st=Dumfries%20And%20Galloway
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/land-tax-rolls-1645-1831
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/land-tax-rolls-1645-1831/land-tax-rolls-kirkcudbrightshire-volume-01
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/land-tax-rolls-1645-1831/land-tax-rolls-kirkcudbrightshire-volume-01
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/land-tax-rolls-1645-1831/land-tax-rolls-kirkcudbrightshire-volume-01/22
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/dog-tax-rolls-1797-1798
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/dog-tax-rolls-1797-1798/dog-tax-volume-01
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/dog-tax-rolls-1797-1798/dog-tax-volume-01/145
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/farm-horse-tax-rolls-1797-1798/farm-horse-tax-1797-1798-volume-10
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/farm-horse-tax-rolls-1797-1798/farm-horse-tax-1797-1798-volume-10/65
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/horse-tax-rolls-1785-1798/horse-tax-volume-06
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/horse-tax-rolls-1785-1798/horse-tax-volume-06/156
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851/kirkcudbrightshire-volume-132
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851/kirkcudbrightshire-volume-132/4
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(word obscured) 

ornamented 

garden attached 

and surrounded by 

plantation 

consisting chiefly 

of full grown 

natural wood the 

property of J 

Falcon esq 

1786 Michahel [sic] 

Falcon  

First appearance of 

Largs house tax £1 

5s 

 

Scotlands Places 

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/48 

 

1787 Michael Falcon  House tax £3 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/55 

 

1789 Michael Falcon 

esq 

House tax £1 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/61 

 

1791 Michael Falcon House tax £1 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/75 

1792 Michael Falcon 

esq 

House tax £1 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/81 

1794 Michael Falcon 

esq 

House tax £1 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/85 

1797 Michael Fallon House tax £2 5s Scotlands Places  

Inhabited house tax, volume 24 

E326/3/24/92 

 

1821 Map House called Larg 

appears on map  

John Thomson's Atlas of Scotland, 

1832 

NLS Maps  Thomson,John, 1777- ca 

1840, Johnson, William, fl. 1806-1840  

Title: Kirkcudbrightshire. Bottom 

section 

1883 House sale James John 

Johnstone sells 

house and lands to 

Walter 

Montgomerie 

Neilson 

Title deeds 

1889 Mrs McLellan Advert in personals 

selling Plymouth 

Rock hen eggs for 

breeding 

Galloway News and Kirkcudbrightshire 

Advertiser  

15 March 1889 

https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/49
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/56
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/62
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/76
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/82
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/86
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/inhabited-house-tax-1778-1798/inhabited-house-tax-volume-24/93


 

51 

1889 Mr & Mrs 

McLellan and 

Miss Horne 

Kings own Scottish 

Borderers 

inspection and 

review. Attended 

luncheon 

Galloway News and Kirkcudbrightshire 

Advertiser 2 August 1889 

1909  Advert for sale of a 

well-bred chestnut 

cob, applicants 

reply to coachman 

Largs House 

Dumfries and Galloway Standard 18th 

August 1909 

 

1915 Mrs Wardlaw of 

Largs house 

Minutes of 

committee 

meeting for 

subscribers to 

Kirkcudbright 

Hospital includes 

Countess of Selkirk 

and Mrs Wardlaw 

Dumfries and Galloway Standard 26 

May 1915 

 

1929 House sale Walter 

Montgomerie 

Neilson esq of 

Queenshill sells the 

house and lands to 

Major Thomas 

Rainsford McLellan 

of Largs. 

Title deeds 

 Major Mclellan 

and Family 

Major McLellan 

Cameronians had 

fought in Anglo 

Boer war and 

World War 1. He 

was married to 

Marie Bradbury 

Erskine McFarlane 

and had 2 

daughters Moyra 

Rainsford McLellan 

and Joan McLellan 

Various and family history 

20 Dec 

1940 

Moyra 

Rainsford 

McLellan 

Married Surgeon 

Lieutenant Thomas 

Ritchie Simpson in 

Morningside 

Church Edinburgh 

Stautory register of marriage 

5 Nov 

1941 

Major McLellan Dies at Largs Register of Deaths 

1942 House sale Marie Bradbury 

Erskine McLellan 

widow of Major 

Mclellan to Mrs 

Elizabeth Fleming 

Watson or 

Crawford wife of 

Title deeds 
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Rev, William 

Crawford 

1945 House sale Sold to Cedric 

Cunningham 

Sinclair Scott & 

Mrs Selina Mary 

Alexander Scott. 

Title deeds 

 Cedric 

Cunningham 

Sinclair Scott 

Shipbuilder and 

Engineer (1849 -

1960) of Scotts of 

Greenock founded 

1711 famous for 

building warships 

and Chinese river 

steamers. They 

had 2 sons Major 

Robert Sinclair 

Scott and 

Alexander Sinclair 

Scott 

Inverclydeshipbuilidng.com web site 

1960 House sale To Mrs Anne Craig 

wife of John Craig 

48 High Street, 

Kirkcudbright 

 

1964 Sale of field To Alexander 

Barbour Irving 

(Looks as though 

Craigs moved to 

Cape Town) 

 

1970 House sale To Rodney Bruce 

Pearson and Mrs 

Sheila Margaret 

Pearson 

 

1986 Miss Jemma 

Pearson of 

Largs House 

Marriage in St 

Ninians church, 

Castle Douglas 

Galloway News and Kirkcudbrightshire 

Advertiser 

24 April 1986 

1988  Property register 

SPC one of only 2 

Properties for 

saleover £100,000 

on list 

5 Acres and Oil 

fired heating 

Galloway News 2 June 1988 

1988  Advertised for sale 

with picture 3 

reception rooms, 

5/7 bedrooms, 3 

bathrooms and 

ancillary rooms 

walled garden, 

paddock and 2 

Galloway News and Kirkcudbrightshire 

Advertiser  26 May 1988 
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semi-detached 

cottages. 

1988 Pearson / Perry October 1988 Sale 

by Rodney Bruce 

Pearson and Sheila 

Margaret Pearson 

to Michael Edward 

Perry and Lena 

Elizabeth Perry 

Disposition document  

2011 Cottages sold   

 

Mapmaker(s): Thomson, John, 1777- ca. 1840; Johnson, William, fl. 1806-1840 Title: Kirkcudbright-

Shire.   Bottom section     

Date: 1821.    

 

History of the Lands and Their Owners in Galloway By PH McKerlie 

Pp 277 & 278 

Largs 

This small property no doubt formed part of the old barony of Twynholm. Thre is no trace, however, until 

we come to the seventeenth century, when, in January 1634, Margaret Dunbar had sasine to the land of 

Larg, etc; this we believe only to have been a wadset. On the 30th March 1647, David, son of David Arnot of 

Barcaple, was infeft. Again on the 30th May 1654, Samuel Row and his wide had sasine. All of these appear 

to have been on wadsets, and the land belonged to the Browns who, as a family, had considerable 

possessions in this and the neighbouring parishes. We find, on the 6th September 1664, that Jean, daughter 

and heir of Herbert Browne of Largs, was infeft in Duirsdow (Disdow), parish of Girthon. We next learn that 

in January 1666, Nicol Donaldson in Inch had sasine in the land of Larg, with Margaret Cunningham, his 

spouse, of one half of the land of Larg.  Again in August of the same year, William Brown of Nunton had 

sasine. Altthough we think the land had belonged to the Browns in 1682, David Arnot of Barcaple, parish of 

Tongland, was then the owner. We find nothing more until the 11th April 1739, when William Gordon of 

Largmore had sasine. Then on the 23d [sic] January 1797, James Dodd, brigade major (to what not stated) 

of Chappell, parish of Tungland, had sasine of the land of Largs, etc., as heir to Agnes M’Brair, his mother, 
on precept from chancery. The land however had passed to Captain Michael Falcon in 1799, who was 

succeeded by his wife. Her name is not given, but we find Mrs Falcon in possession in 1819, and she was 

succeeded by her son the late Admiral Falcon. The late owner was Robert Comrie, who sold the property to 

John Allan, Cumnock, Ayrshire. 

 As will be seen, Larg or Largs is a common name in Galloway, in Gaelic, learg or leirg, meaning a 

sloping green, a little eminence, or a field of battle. 
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Castlewigg, Whithorn 

by Lynn Bell 
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Current State of Building: 

Very ruinous virtually impossible to see amongst the tree that have grown up through the building and 

around it, Difficult to reach due to the undergrowth. 
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Spottes Hall, Urr 

by Peter Machell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. PASTMAP 

NGR: 280598, 566303 / NX 80498 66239 

Parish: Urr     

County: Kirkcudbrightshire 

Annotated maps available: 

Listed Buildings: 3 items:  Hall, Stables building, Garden Wall. 

Scheduled Monuments: 1 

Historic Environment Record : 1  (Cannot access any written data) 

Maps available online:   OS Licensed Scotland 

   OS Licensed Hill shade 

   OS Open Data 

   OS Open Street Map 

   Aerial photography 

   (OS 1955-1961  cannot open ) 

   (OS 1900s  cannot open) 

   1st edition 1843-1882 

 Info: search CANMORE ref 214449 

          LISTED BUILDINGS  ref LB 16817 
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2. CANMORE 

Two Photographic images of Stables and Garden wall. 

Dataset of listed buildings. 

Property built 1784-1789 

additions completed  1873 & 1887 

3. BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER 

No references 

4. DICTIONARY OF SCOTTISH ARCHITECTS 

Architects for the additions in 1873 were NEWELL and BARBER 

No architects credited with the original building in 1784. 

5. NATIONAL LIBRARY of SCOTLAND Map images including Spottes Hall. 

OS One Inch 1885-1900  

OS Six Inch   1885-1903 

OS 25 inch 1892-1914 

Roy Military Map 1747  property not yet built. 

6. STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS of SCOTLAND 

No relevant resources or maps. 
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7. BOOK: The Buildings of SCOTLAND: DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY, by John Gifford. 

Physical book available to borrow, enquiry sent asking for online information instead. 

One extract for Spottes Hall, owned/built by Michael Herries. filed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. STRUTT & PARKER, Estate Agents. 

Spottes Hall/House is currently up for sale through these agents. Their online brochure has first class photographs, 

etc. 

9. ARCHIVE.org 

9.1 Book: “A HISTORY OIF DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY”  1896, Herbert Maxwell. 
p.78 unclear meaning of short text for “Lord Herries” 

9.2 Book: “GALLOWAY IN ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES” 1891, McKerlie 

Nothing for “Herries” or “Spottes Hall” 

9.3 “HISTORY OF THE LANDS AND THEIR OWNERS IN GALLOWAY” 1906, McKerlie. 
Nothing. 

Some historic references to Earl John Herries of Terregles, circa 1400s. 

10. www.PARKS & GARDENS 

Nothing

http://archive.org/
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