
 

 
 

 

 

Building Biographies:  

A 2023 volunteer research project into the country 

houses of Galloway 
 

VOLUME 4: KIRKPATRICK IRONGRAY TO MINNIGAFF 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With contributions from: 

Anne-Marie Cade, Samantha Oakley and Joan Sutherland



1 

 

Contents 

Introduction ........................................................................................................................... 2 

Kirkpatrick Irongray Parish 

The Grove, Kirkpatrick Irongray ............................................................................................. 4 

Lochrutton Parish 

Lochanhead House, Lochrutton ........................................................................................... 84 

Minnigaff Parish 

Cumloden, Minnigaff ........................................................................................................... 95 

Other Volumes in the Series .............................................................................................. 103 

 

  



2 

Introduction 

The Building Biographies project recruited volunteers to undertake research into some of the large country 

houses within Galloway1. These imposing buildings have borne witness to centuries of history, standing 

through changing eras and shifting social and economic climates. Their walls have enclosed the lives of many, 

their grounds the lives of many more and they have fulfilled a variety of needs from homes, hospitals and 

schools, to war rooms and tourist attractions. 

The decision to focus on country houses stemmed from their longevity and assorted histories: their status 

and sheer size making them notable features in the landscape which inspire the imagination and curiosity of 

locals and visitors alike. These are buildings which appear frequently in our landscape but their histories 

often remain unknown to the public. Many have been demolished or stand as ruins: a resource that 

disappears a little more with each passing decade. 

For the project, each volunteer was given their own specific house to research, piecing together timelines 

from their initial construction through to how they stand today. Initially, the selection of houses to research 

was driven by location, with the catchment area of the Galloway Glens being the focus. Second to this, the 

aim was to avoid any that had already been subject to a significant amount of research. The resulting 

selection included houses that were still in use, ruinous or even demolished, featuring a variety of functions 

dating back to the 19th century or earlier. 

As more volunteers signed up, however, the study area expanded to include all of Galloway (and even a few 

from Dumfriesshire) and the biggest influence came from the preferences of the volunteers themselves; 

many had specific areas or even houses that had already piqued their interest and so the list grew to 

encompass a sporadic mix of country houses from across the region.  

Each researcher was given a Guidance Note outlining the main resources available online. People could visit 

their local library or archive centre but the choice of online resources kept the project open to anyone who 

might face constraints in attending such places in person. 

By the end of the project, 32 volunteers submitted their findings as summary reports, which covered 42 

country houses across Galloway. The volunteers included people from Dumfries and Galloway, Ayrshire, 

Glasgow and America. Their results revealed stories of the people who designed, lived and worked within 

these houses, stories which reflect both local history and connections to far-flung places during times of 

peace and war. 

The volunteers’ research has revealed the importance of recording these histories, and the origins of many 

bring to light a legacy that is not always acknowledged. After the abolition of slavery within the British 

Empire, the Slave Compensation Act of 1837 authorised a commission to manage the distribution of £20 

million to compensate slave owners in the British colonies for the freeing of slaves.2 Not all, but many of 

these country houses were initially funded with profits from slavery, with several connections to plantations 

in Jamaica. 

It is important to record all aspects of our history and these houses seem able to reveal both the good and 

bad from our collective past. The passion and commitment shown by the volunteers in uncovering the stories 

of these houses has been inspiring, and they have created an impressive record which will be shared for 

many years to come. 

Claire Williamson

 
1 The Building Biographies project was undertaken in February to April 2023 as part of ‘Can You Dig It’, the community 
archaeology project of the Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership. Galloway Glens was a five-year initiative funded by the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, and ‘Can You Dig It’ was match funded by Historic Environment Scotland and delivered by 

Rathmell Archaeology. 
2 The Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery contains a database of their records - 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/


3 

Locations of houses researched during the Building Biographies Project – red marks the houses reported in this volume 
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Lochanhead House 

Cumloden 
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Notes 
It has often been difficult to distinguish the members of the Maxwell family from each other as there 

are many Johns, James’, Wellwoods, Alexanders, Georges and Maxwells (as a 1st name) in both the 

immediate and the wider Maxwell families. The changes of surname from Johnstone to Maxwell in 

1778 and from Hyslop to Hyslop Maxwell in 1867 were further complications. I have done my best to 

cross-reference different, and often conflicting, family trees on several genealogical websites and to 

follow the majority verdict on relationships and dates, in order to assign the correct deeds to each 

Maxwell involved in this report.  

The website for the Dictionary of Scottish Architects is currently being updated and some 

information on John Dick Peddie and Charles Kinnear is currently unavailable on the site. The 

information I have used for them was accessed before it was removed from the site.  

Many of the papers relating to the Maxwells, the Hyslop Maxwells, Francis Irving, Barncleugh and 

the Grove are held by Dumfries & Galloway Heritage Service and can be accessed through the Ewart 

Library in Dumfries on request. There is some fascinating letters, manuscripts, and family 

photographs in there. 

Sadly, the reportedly large and extensive website set up by a descendant of the Hyslop Maxwells 

which included information and photos of the family has been deactivated. Luckily, some of the 

information is still available as excerpts on other websites.  
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Summary 
The Grove is a large mansion house situated in the Parish of Kirkpatrick-Irongray, approximately 5 

km to the NE of Dumfries. It was originally located in the county of Kirkcudbrightshire and is now in 

Dumfries & Galloway. 

The land and surrounding farms were owned by the Maxwells of Barncleugh from 1638. The original 

Grove house was built on the site sometime in the 18th century and was extensively remodelled by 

Thomas Rickman between 1825 and 1834 when the earlier house became the NW wing. It 

underwent a second alteration designed by Peddie & Kinnear in 1869 to enlarge and extend the 

house and alter the NW wing into a service wing. The owners in the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries 

were firstly the Maxwells of Barncleugh, then Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove, and finally the Hyslop 

Maxwells of the Grove & Glengaber. 

In 1920 it was used by the Ministry of Pensions as a military hospital and alterations to the interior of 

the house and to the outbuildings were undertaken to facilitate the accommodation of 83 beds for 

wounded soldiers in a number of small wards. 

In 1938 it was bought from the Hyslop Maxwell family by Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary and 

converted for use as an Auxillary Hospital and Convalescent Home by Purdon Smith and Wren. It and 

nearby Gribton hospital became a centre for training nurses. The hospital closed in 1975, and the 

house and grounds were sold to developers, who built some new houses in the grounds and 

converted some of the outbuildings into houses.  

The gate piers are a set of 4 imposing granite pillars on either side of the driveway leading from the 

road which runs from Dumfries, through Terregles to Shawhead.  

The Grove Mansion House is still intact and is privately owned. It and the newer houses in the 

grounds all have the postal address of The Grove.  

The house and gate piers were given Category B listing on 26th June 1986. 

Description of the Grove (Category B listed) 
The following description of the Grove is given on the Historic Environment Scotland webpage:  

Category B 

Date Added 26/06/1986 

Local Authority Dumfries and Galloway 

Planning Authority Dumfries and Galloway 

Parish Kirkpatrick Irongray 

NGR NX 91817 78004 

Coordinates 291817, 578004 

‘Thomas Rickman of Birmingham, architect, 1825 incorporating 18th century house: additions by 

Peddie and Kinnear 1869 (dated on rainwater heads). 2-storey mansion house, Tudor Gothic, 

basement to north, single storey service range to northwest and inner courtyard open at west. All 

red ashlar. Some windows canted, mullioned, and/or transomed, particularly on additions: 1825 

windows mostly in shallow- recessed panels. South elevation: 2-stage massive square entrance 

tower with corbelled and crenellated parapet, hood-moulded, pointed doorway with ornamented 

spandrels blind panel above, cusped-headed sidelights in ogival margins; 3 tall lights above in 

round-arched margins, also with cusped heads. 2 symmetrical bays with ground floor cross-

windows flank tower; advanced gable left, former conservatory beyond has ashlar mullions and 

transomes, ball-finialed parapet with cusped openings; roof now flat. Other elevations 

asymmetrical, with advanced/recessed bays, some gabled: some windows in projecting bays: 

segmental-headed west-facing door below modern fire escape. Shaped skews. Stacks mostly 

https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB10359
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grouped octagonal flues: roofed with graded slates. Square inner and outer gatepiers polished 

white granite with projecting caps, quadrant walls bullfaced red ashlar with crenellated coping.’ 

The Gate Piers 
There are four gate piers at the entrance to the drive leading up to the Grove house. They are set 

into a low crenulated stone wall made from red sandstone. Two piers are on either side of the drive 

and originally would have had a single gate hung between them. Currently only the metal hinges and 

catch of the gate remain set in these 2 piers. The other two are set further along the wall to either 

side of the drive. They are all made from pale grey, fine-grained granite with a shallow pointed 

pyramidal capstone of the same material. Each is of a different height. This may be because the road 

slopes and the different heights bring the tops of the three seen from the driveway to the same 

level. None of them have the name of the house on them. It has not been possible to find any 

information relating to the building of the gate piers.  

  

LEFT HAND INNER GATE PIER RIGHT HAND INNER GATE PIER 

THREE GATE PIERS VIEWED FROM DRIVE TO THE GROVE LOOKING EAST TOWARDS 

DUMFRIES 
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Timeline of the Grove Mansion House 
 

Pre-1781 
The site of the Grove House and gardens were originally part of Riddings Farm, a part of the 

Barncleugh (sometimes spelled Barncleuch) Estate owned by the Maxwells of Barncleugh from 1638. 

 

1781 
From at least 1781, a house was present on land of the Riddings Farm, which was in use by 

Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell of Barncleugh as a country residence and was being referred to as 

the Grove in letters and documents. Wellwood did not live there permanently as he had a town 

house in Dumfries, but he and his family used the Grove for several months each year. Wellwood 

inherited the Barncleugh estate in 1776 so this original Grove house may have been built shortly 

after this date, but it is possible that it had already been erected by one of his predecessors as no 

information about its origin was found. 

This view of the house taken from the north-west side shows the remains of the 18th century house 

in the inner courtyard. It has much smaller and simpler windows than the later additions. 

 
 

IMAGE FROM CANMORE 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/65664/the-grove?display=image
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1790 
On 29th July 1790 the rental for all the farm divisions on the Barncleugh Estate were valued at a total 

yearly rent of £383 6s 8d. They were all rented out to tenant farmers from between 1783 to 1790 on 

long leases of between 16 and 19 years, except for ‘the division of the Riddings now called Grove in 

the natural possession of the proprietor’ which was certified to be worth £45 yearly rent.  

The divisions of the farms were rented to:- 

• John Brown (Meikle Barncleugh) for 19 years from 1783 

• James Jardine (Meikle Barncleugh) for 19 years from 1786 

• John Carruthers (Meikle Barncleugh) for 16 years from 1788 

• James Cowan (Little Barncleugh) for 19 years from 1786 

• James Sproat (Upper Riddings) for 19 years from 1788 

• John Kain (4 divisions of Meikle Barncleugh & 1 division of Riddings) for 17 years from 1790 

1819 
In 1819 a portion of the Barncleugh Estate, including Riddings Farm and the Grove House, was sold 

by Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell to his second son, Wellwood Maxwell, for a price of £8000. The 

remainder of the Barncleugh Estate was inherited by Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell’s eldest son, 
John Herries Maxwell after Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell’s death in 1833.   

1825 
In 1825 Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove, who had become a wealthy merchant in Liverpool, 

engaged the architect, Thomas Rickman of Liverpool & Birmingham, to design a large extension to 

the original 18th century house. There is a possibility that this date may be incorrect despite being 

mentioned in several books and websites and that the design for the house was not completed 

until 1833 as this is the date given in Rickman’s personal diaries for his visits to Dumfries to see the 

site and meet with Wellwood Maxwell. 

1833 
According to Rickman’s diaries he visited Wellwood Maxwell at the Grove in September 1833 to 

discuss plans for the new house. They went to view a recently built house nearby to look at the 

stone used and then into Dumfries to view the Maxwell Monument (this must refer to the Maxwell 

grave in St Michael’s Churchyard) which Wellwood and his brother wanted altered (Wellwood’s 
father, Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell, had died on 11th June 1833 and his mother, Catherine 

Maxwell, on 26th November 1832). Rickman wrote that he thought that the plans he had already 

drawn for the new Grove house fitted well with the existing one. Rickman returned to Dumfries in 

November 1833 to discuss Wellwood’s alterations to the plans and to meet a local builder called 

McDowall at the Grove. On 7th November, Rickman and Wellwood reached a settlement on the plan, 

elevation, and site of the house. 

1834 
The building work of the extension to the Grove was probably finished around 1834. The house 

became a U-plan Tudor-style mansion built in red ashlar sandstone with an imposing 7-bay 

frontage. The earlier 18th century house became the NW wing of the new mansion.  

http://archives.dumgal.gov.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=EGD1%2f9%2f1&pos=14
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=202417
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1845 

To the right is an excerpt from the Parish of Kirkpatrick-

Irongray by the Rev. J. Wilson in Vol. IV of the New 

Statistical Accounts of Scotland, 1845.  

 

 

1846 
The following description of The Grove House appeared in the Topographical Dictionary of 

Scotland, 1846 by Samuel Lewis.  

‘The Grove is a handsome mansion, recently 
erected, in the castellated style, with a tower rising 

from the south entrance’ 

The Kirkcudbrightshire Ordnance Survey Books of 

1846-52 has the following entry for the Grove. 

The transcription of the entry listed as the Grove 

reads – 

‘A neat and extensive Mansion house and offices, 

with a fine Garden attached - Situated on a rising 

Ground South of the road leading from Dumfries to 

Balymaclelan and about four Miles from the 

former place 

it was erected about 12 years ago on the site of 

the old Mansion house By the present proprietor 

Wellwood Maxwell Esqr’ 

Wellwood Maxwell retired from his Liverpool 

business in 1846 and lived at the Grove with his 

younger brother and business partner, Alexander, 

until their deaths in 1867. 

  

https://stataccscot.edina.ac.uk/data/pdfs/account2/StAS.2.4.265.P.Kirkcudbright.Kirkpatrick-Irongray.pdf
https://stataccscot.edina.ac.uk/data/pdfs/account2/StAS.2.4.265.P.Kirkcudbright.Kirkpatrick-Irongray.pdf
http://www.kirkcudbright.co/irongray.asp
http://www.kirkcudbright.co/irongray.asp
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851/kirkcudbrightshire-volume-67/56
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books/kirkcudbrightshire-os-name-books-1848-1851/kirkcudbrightshire-volume-67/56
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1851 
The Census of 1851 lists the following people in the Grove house and cottages: 

The Grove House 

• Wellwood Maxwell age 65, head of household, farmer/landed proprietor, unmarried, born 

Dumfries, Dumfries 

• Margaret Black, age 22, dairy maid, unmarried, born Troqueer, Kirkcudbrightshire 

• Jessie Brow, age 40, cook, unmarried, born Aylth, Perth 

• Janet Laurie, age 27, housemaid, unmarried, born Rirrick, Kirkcudbrightshire 

• Janet Kerr, age 18, undercook, unmarried, born Irongray, Kirkcudbrightshire 

• Hugh Carruthers, age 37, butler, unmarried, born Holywood, Dumfries 

• Robert Knox, age 31, coachman, widower, born Urr, Kirkcudbrightshire 

• William Moffat, age 19, gardener, unmarried, born Hutton, Dumfries 

• William Halliday, age 23, ploughman, unmarried, born Ruthwell, Dumfries 

The Grove Garden 

• Matthew Lithgow, age 37, head of household, gardener, married, born Half Morton, 

Dumfries 

• Mary Anne Lithgow, age 44, wife, born England 

The Grove Cottage 1 

• Helen Swanie, age 30, head of household, agricultural labourer, unmarried, born Lochrutton, 

Kirkcudbrightshire 

• Elisabeth McCallum, age 15, agricultural labourer, born Lochrutton, Kirkcudbrightshire 

The Grove Cottages 

• Archibald Mundell, age 41, head of household, joiner, married, born Ruthwell, Dumfries 

• Margaret Mundell, age 36, wife, born St Mungo, Dumfries 

• Georgina Mundell, age 5, daughter, Ruthwell, Dumfries 

• Elisabeth Mundell, age 6 months, daughter, Irongray, Kirkcudbrightshire 

• Agnes McDougald, age 16, dressmaker, visitor, born Ruthwell, Dumfries 

 

1860 
Another description appears in Nelsons’ Handbook of Scotland: for tourists (1860) by Rev. John 

Marius Wilson. Under the entry for Kirkpatrick-Irongray it describes the Grove as - 

‘the elegant recent mansion of Grove built by Wellwood Maxwell, Esq., after a design by Rickman’ 

 

 

 
 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=SKMHAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA232&lpg=PA232&dq=Books+about+The+Grove+Irongray&source=bl&ots=m914xqXdIS&sig=ACfU3U0w2wJeOQecx7Av78nxa8VyJm2YJw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo1_SYwpj9AhXp_7sIHQdBCMk4FBDoAXoECBEQAw#v=onepage&q=Books%20about%20The%20Grove%20Irongray&f=false
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1861 
The 1861 census lists the following people living at The Grove- 

• Wellwood Maxwell, Head of 

Household, born 1785 

• Alexander Maxwell, brother, born 

1787 

• Robert Knox, coachman, born 1820 

• Thomas Waugh, ploughman, born 

1841 

• Margaret Gibson, housekeeper, born 

1815 

• Jane Fergusson, cook, born 1837 

• Janet Lewis, housemaid, born 1824 

• Mary Ritchie, dairymaid, born 1832 

• James Todd, undergardener, born 

1844 

1867 
Alexander Maxwell died in March 1867 and Wellwood in June 1867. Following their deaths, the 

Grove was inherited by their nephew, Maxwell Hyslop, son of their sister, Mary Maxwell, and their 

1st cousin, Maxwell Hyslop. In addition to the Grove, Maxwell Hyslop also inherited his Uncle 

Alexander’s estate of Glengaber. A condition of the inheritances was that he should take the 

surname Maxwell, so he became Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell of the Grove & Glengaber. Maxwell also 

inherited very large fortunes from his uncles which they had acquired through their business in 

Liverpool.  

1869 
In 1869 Maxwell employed the successful Edinburgh firm of architects, Peddie & Kinnear to 

extensively remodel the Grove. This included infilling the courtyard, adding a conservatory, and 

altering the original 18th wing to form a new service range.  

Below is an extract from John Gifford’s ‘The Buildings of Scotland: Dumfries & Galloway’ 1996  

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=200119
https://archive.org/details/dumfriesgalloway0000giff/page/614/mode/2up
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1871 
The Census of 1871 lists the following people at the Grove 

• Fanny Preacher, age 45, housekeeper 

• Jane Boyes, age 30, dressmaker 

• Margaret Murdoch, age 26, dairymaid 

• Mary McCay, age 24, laundress 

• Agness Todd, age 18, domestic 

housemaid 

1886 
William Hyslop Maxwell, 4th son of 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell died at the 

Grove from tuberculosis. 

 

1888 
In 1888, Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell bought 19 acres of 

Cogershaw Wood, situated 

to the north of the Grove, 

from Richard Alexander 

Oswald the owner of 

adjacent Ingleston Farm 

which was for sale due to 

debt. He built a gasometer 

to produce and supply the 

house with coal gas. 

1899 
The following photos are of the dining room and living room in 1899 when Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell 

and his wife Phoebe Lyon were in residence. 

PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY IAN MACLEAN 

THE GASOMETER IN COGERSHAW WOOD SHOWN ON THE OS 25IN SERIES 1893 

GALLOWAY NEWS & KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE ADVERTISER 17TH DEC 

1886 
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1904 
Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell died at the Grove, aged 86, and his eldest son, Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell 

Junior inherited the Grove. 

1906  
To the right is an old 

post card of the 

Grove dated 1906. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1909 
The Dumfries & Galloway Standard records the death of 

John Menzies, aged 70, head forester at the Grove, 

several weeks after receiving severe burns which he 

suffered after falling into a bonfire. He had worked at the 

Grove for 41 years and before that had worked as a 

forester for Alexander Maxwell at Glengaber. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 6TH 

OCT 1909 

FROM OLD DUMFRIES FACEBOOK GROUP (POSTED BY JOHN KERR) 
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1912 
Between 1908 and 1913 the Secretary of RCAHMS, Alexander Curle, undertook an inspection of the 

ancient monuments of Scotland and kept a series of diaries noting his finding and descriptions.  

These are known as the Curle Diaries and are held by Historic Environment Scotland.  

During a tour of Kirkcudbrightshire and Dumfriesshire in 1912, he noted that while surveying sites in 

Irongray on 22nd May 1912, he went to the Grove to visit the Churches who invited him to stay for 

the weekend of the 25th to 27th May.  

 

‘Finding myself at 'the Grove' I called on the Churches who have invited me & J to go there from 

Sat. to Monday’ 

 

1913 
In 1913 the magazine, The Scottish 

Gardener, published an article on the 

garden at the Grove. At this time the 

Church family were in residence, 

although the estate was owned by 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior.  

The gardener in 1913 was William 

Pritchard. The walled garden and 

greenhouses mentioned in the article 

were further up the hill from the Grove 

at the edge of Cogershaw Wood and to 

the east of the gasometer.  

  

PLAN OF THE GROVE SHOWING THE WALLED GARDEN (OS 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE XXI.15 1893) 

https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/rcahms-archives/curle-diaries/curle-diary-10/6
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PHOTOCOPY OF ORIGINAL ARTICLE SUPPLIED BY IAN MACLEAN 
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21 

 

1914-1918 
In December 1914, the Dumfries & Galloway 

Standard reports that Mrs Church of The Grove 

helped to organise a Cake, Candy and Jumble Sale 

at Shawhead with the proceeds going to the local 

Red Cross Work Party. 

 

 

 

In 1915, the Dumfries 

& Galloway Standard, 

reported that Mr & Mrs P. W. Church were involved in organising an 

American Tea at the Grove to raise funds for the parish Red Cross 

Work Party. Convalescing soldiers for Dumfries and Maxwelltown 

Hospitals helped to sell flowers during the tea. 

In 1915 Percy William Church is listed as the Tenant/Occupier of The 

Grove, Mansion House, Offices, Gardens and Stables in the Valuation 

Rolls on the ScotlandsPeople website. He is not listed as such in 1905 

or 1920. 

The same site lists Percy William Church marrying Sybil Julia 

Cunningham in Jedburgh in 1902. 

The Churches seem to have lived at The Grove between at least 1911 

and 1915, so it appears that Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior rented 

out the house during this period. 

The death of Percy William Church is reported in Guernsey on 29th Dec 

1921 and that of Sybil Julia Church (widow) in London on 5th October 

1925.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD                 

26TH DEC 1914 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 

11TH AUG 1915 

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/search-our-records
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The Grove is mentioned on the website of Historic Hospitals as being used during the 1st World War 

as a convalescent home with 83 beds. It also mentions that during this time the interior was 

damaged.  

However, there is no mention of it being officially used as an auxiliary hospital during WWI on other 

websites such as the British Red Cross or The Long, Long Trail.  

The 3 auxiliary hospitals in and around Dumfries during WWI were Broomlands, Maxwelltown and 

Dunbar Terrace in Dumfries.  

Newspaper reports from the Dumfries & Galloway Standard in 1915 and 1917 mention that the 

Auxiliary Hospitals were short of beds and that various houses were being used to house wounded 

soldiers who had no homes of their own to go to, so it may be that the Grove was used in this 

capacity late in the war. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1920 
The sheer volume of soldiers injured during WWI led to the establishment of the Ministry of 

Pensions in 1917, which dealt with all aspects of wounded soldiers and their families, including 

setting up many new hospitals for those injured and requiring longer term care. The Ministry took 

over the Grove in 1920 and converted it into an auxiliary hospital. Plans of the house in September 

1920 show how the rooms would be set out as wards and notes attached list the number of staff to 

be employed. All photographs taken with the kind permission of Ian MacLean. 

  

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 10TH MAR 1915 DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 14TH NOV 1917 

PLAN OF THE 1ST FLOOR & ATTIC 

https://historic-hospitals.com/gazetteer/dumfries-and-galloway/
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/our-history/list-of-auxiliary-hospitals-in-the-uk-during-the-first-world-war.pdf
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/military-hospitals-in-scotland/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C10963
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C10963
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The alterations involved blocking some of the windows to facilitate the bed spaces in some rooms 

and the removal of much of the ornate interior décor. There were 5 wards on the ground floor and 

14 wards on the 1st floor. The outbuildings were also converted into additional wards or staff 

accommodation.  

As can be seen, the 

staff were to include 1 

doctor, 1 matron. 4 

sisters, 6 male 

orderlies, 1 cook, 2 

kitchen maids and 2 

house maids. 

In 1921, the Ministry 

of Pensions was 

maintaining 14000 

beds in 67 hospitals. 

Some of these were 

owned by the Crown 

while others were 

leased or lent by 

institutions such as the Red Cross or by individuals. It seems likely that the Grove fell into the latter 

category.  

By 1936, the number of beds maintained in hospitals had fallen to 1850 across 10 hospitals. It has 

not been possible to ascertain when the Ministry of Pensions stopped using the Grove as military 

hospital.  

 

PLAN OF THE GROUND FLOOR 

STAFFING FOR THE HOSPITAL 
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1937 
Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior 

died in Liverpool in October 

1937, aged 75, after a 2-week 

illness. 

By December 1937, 

arrangements were being made 

to purchase the Grove from the 

Hyslop Maxwell family in order 

to turn it into an auxiliary 

hospital for the Dumfries & 

Galloway Royal Infirmary. It was 

intended to reduce waiting 

times and overcrowding at the 

Infirmary while a proposed 

extension to the Nithbank 

Infirmary was delayed. 

The Hyslop Maxwell family had 

to petition the Court of Sessions 

in Edinburgh in order to be able 

to sell the house as it was 

entailed to the heirs of Maxwell 

Hyslop Maxwell (his brother 

Alexander, Alexander’s sons and 

brother Wellwood).  

In the petition the reason given 

for the sale, was that the house 

had not been used since the 

Ministry of Pensions occupied it 

and the family wished to be 

relieved of the heavy liability of 

the upkeep of the large building 

they did not use and the cost of 

improving the interior to 

modern standards. 

During the period of the end of 

its use as a military hospital and 

the death of Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell in 1937, the house had 

not been used by Maxwell 

Hyslop Maxwell or the other 

family members and despite a number of attempts, they had been unable to rent it out.  

ARTICLE DATED DECEMBER 1937 (COPIED FROM THE OLD DUMFRIES FACEBOOK PAGE 

POSTED BY JOHN KERR) 
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1938 
The Grove was bought by the Governors of the Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary in early 1938. 

They paid a total of £18000 to acquire and convert it into a convalescent home. 

 

The conversion was designed by the Dumfries architects  Matthew Purdon Smith  & his chief 

assistant, Lawrence Wren. 

 

The British Medical Journal carried an item 

about the opening of the auxiliary hospital 

on the 3rd November 1938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 12TH NOV 1938 

COPIED FROM THE OLD DUMFRIES FACEBOOK PAGE POSTED BY RONNIE WAUGH 

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=203809
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=403619
https://www.bmj.com/content/2/4062/1012.1
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A report appeared in the Dumfries & Galloway Courier & Herald in November 1938 about the 

opening of the Grove Convalescent Home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPY OF ORIGINAL NEWSPAPER ARTICLE SUPPLIED BY PAT MARTIN 
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A watercolour painting of the Grove was completed 

by the well-known Dumfries artist, Christian J. 

Fergusson (1876-1957), one of the Glasgow Girls, 

famous for her views of Scotland painted in the 1920 

& 30s.  She was born in Dumfries where she 

attended Dumfries Academy. She trained at the 

Crystal Palace Art School and the Glasgow School of 

Art. Fergusson was a co-founder of the Dumfries & 

Galloway Fine Art Society and lived with her 

husband in an art & craft style house which they 

designed in Maxwelltown, Dumfries.  

This painting and another which she completed of 

the Nithbank Infirmary are currently held at the 

Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1948 
The following photographs are from a 1948 

commemorative booklet celebrating the Dumfries & 

Galloway Royal Infirmary since its opening in 1776. All 

photos were supplied by John Little. 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOS OF THE FERGUSON PAINTING SUPPLIED BY JOHN LITTLE 

https://www.scottish-places.info/people/famousfirst3676.html
https://www.scottish-places.info/people/famousfirst3676.html
https://www.kirkcudbrightgalleries.org.uk/artists-footsteps/artist/christian-jane-fergusson/#the-midsteeple-dumfries


28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PAVILLION WARD 
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THE POND WALK & WATERFALL IN THE GROUNDS 
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The Grove and Gribton Hospitals became a training school for nurses. 

 

The following is an excerpt from a transcript of an oral interview conducted in 2014 with Ena 

Forteith as part of the University of Edinburgh’s digital preservation project. Ena was born in Annan 

in December 1935 and began her pre-nursing training at the Grove in April 1953, aged 17 ½. The 

training was extremely strict, and the nurses were expected to follow the rules at all times. 

MS: So you started at the Grove, did you have to be interviewed?  

EF: Was interviewed before that, and they asked why I wanted to be a nurse and I told them I just 

wanted to help people and make them better and that was it and then I started.  

MS: Was there any other people started at that time?  

EF: One, there was another girl, but I think she’d had previous experience because she had been an 
auxiliary in one of the other hospitals. I had no experience at all, and I remember the first day I was 

going round with one of the senior nurses and I went into this male ward and this man shouted he 

needed a bottle, I said ‘a bottle?’ an I said yes I need a bottle and the nurse was saying ‘don’t mind 
him, because he gets up’, an I thought what’s getting up got to do with a bottle? I didn’t think that it 
was that cold that he needed a bottle, I thought it was talking about a hot water bottle!  So I came 

out of there wi’ a face like a beetroot.  

MS: So in fact he was referring to...?  

EF: A urinal! And that’s, well I didny know that they even used a urinal in bed I’d no idea, I couldn’t...I 
was just so naive about nursing in general when people were in bed.  

MS: And did you have to stay in, there?  

EF: Yes, yes we stayed in.  

MS: Right, and your new uniform?  

EF: We got our uniform and the dresses were twelve ... it had to be Oxford lacing shoes, then black 

stockings, and the uniform was twelve inches from the ground and that’s where it was measured, an 
we had all these collars and cuffs to put on wi’ a back stud an a front stud and buttons where rings in 

the back for paper cuffs on in their sleeves. Antiquated!  

MS: How did you manage to put it together the first time you ever had to put it on?  

PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY JOHN LITTLE 

https://digitalpreservation.is.ed.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/20.500.12734/52267/DG38-3-1-1-T.pdf
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EF: Well, there was always somebody else there an they said ‘we’ll have to do this to our uniform’ 
and then the hats! Well that was an ordeal to make a hat because it was just like a big triangle and 

then you had to pleat it and catch it at the back and then it’s like a butterfly with the tail at the back. 
It really was an ordeal to get it all done but you just got used to it.  

MS: So did you have any training there or you just...?  

EF: No, you were just, you were with a senior nurse all the time and when a senior nurse came into 

the room you had to stand until they told you to sit down, and that was in the sittin’ room, you 
always stood for a second year or a third year nurse.  

MS: Oh did you?  

EF: Uh huh, we stood up for them and then we sat down when they told us to sit down.  

MS: And what did you call one another?  

EF: By our last name, we never called each other by our first name.  

MS: Even when you were off duty?  

EF: Even when you were off duty you’d called them their last name that much you automatically 
called them by their last name. Even when you went out with them, you automatically opened your 

mouth and called them their last name, an ye’d an awful job of trying to change round and call them 

by their first name. That’s the way it was.  

MS: Amazing. So what hours did you work there?  

EF: We worked from half-past seven, was it half-past seven till three? Or you started at one o’clock to 
half past nine, and sometimes you had a break from ten o’clock till one if you were on to nine o’clock 
at night and then... or a break in the afternoon from two till five. Those were the hours that you did.  

MS: And days off?  

EF: We had one day off a week.  

MS: And during your day off you went home, did you?  

EF: Yes, but ye had to ask permission to go , you had to let them know that you weren’t staying in, 
you’d to go, and if you wanted to go out at night, you know, to a dance or something, you had got to 
be...you got a late pass to eleven o’clock, but you’d got to report in at eleven o’clock. It was very 
strict.  

MS: What was the layout? This was at the Grove Hospital, so what, can you remember the layout 

and the type of patients?  

EF: Well downstairs, it was a big house that used to be a big house and each of the rooms were into 

small wards. Downstairs it was all convalescent patients that came there, and then upstairs they 

were orthopaedic patients and there was a theatre upstairs and they did the operations, orthopaedic 

operations and they had an annexe up across from the, well outside up a few steps where the TB 

patients were, when they were on spicas, you know hip spicas and all the rest of it when they were 

nursed up there, because they had TB in their bones and things, and they were kept up there.  

MS: So was it a separate staff that looked...?  

EF: No no, you just used to go up there and look after them as well.  
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MS: So how long were you at the Grove?  

EF: Nine months, until I was age to take my training, so that’s what we did.  

MS: What about the theatre upstairs you said, were you ever in...?  

EF: No I didn’t go in there because the surgeon used to come from Dumfries Infirmary and they 
operated there and they brought mainly their own staff and they did their operatin’ there.  

MS: And did the patient remain at the Grove?  

EF: Uh huh, the orthopaedic ones yes. 

MS: So what kinda operations did they do?  

EF: Bone, it was legs and arms you know, not huge operations but they did them there, aye, there 

was a theatre, like we had to wash all the walls and that, no, but we didn’t go in at the actual 
operations, and they used to plaster...it was an orderly that’d do all the plastering. So, it’s all 
changed. And then there was places up the stairs where staff slept and then in the basement, that’s 
where the nurses slept as well.  

MS: Did they?  

EF: I remember one night I wis hauled out my bed because the night sister that’d come round and she 
said to me there was crumbs on the lid of the...there was a bin in the kitchen an that’s where the 
slops went in, and of course I’d left some crumbs on the lid, an I said ‘Och! It’s only the pig bin!’, well 
she hauled me out of bed an I’d to go upstairs and clean that bin. That was half-past eleven at night, 

because I had said ‘Och, it was only the pigs bin’, I got reprimanded for that!  So after that I made 
sure there was no crumbs in the lid o’ the pig bin I can tell you. That’s terrible.  

MS: Gosh, amazing. Patients would be there for their convalescent, patients came from...?  

EF: The hospital, the Infirmary.  

MS: An I guess they were able to get outside?  

EF: Yes, oh aye, they’d got there nice grounds, lovely grounds and they were always out, aye, it was 
very good, they enjoyed it.  

MS: I bet they did. And what about the food that you got?  

EF: Oh food was good.  

MS: Was it?  

EF: Yes, and we all had...there was a wee dining room and she was an assistant matron that always 

looked after the Grove, and when she, if you were at first dinner ye’d half an hour, and she came in 
and she sat down an then we stood up for she sat down, then we all sat down. She got her meals first 

and then everybody else got their meal and as soon as she finished, put her knife and fork down that 

was it, you couldny eat any more because we’d to stop then because she was finished.  

MS: Irrespective of whether you...  

EF: Irrespective whether I was finished or not. And we always stood behind the chair and said grace 

before our meal and then after the meal we got up when she got up and we stood behind the chair 

again and thanked, and did a thank you grace after the meal.  
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MS: Did you?  

EF: That’s the way we were taught yes.  

MS: And that was for your, all your meals?  

EF: Uh-huh, yes, if she was at the table we always did that.  

MS: And if she wasn’t?  

EF: If she wasn’t it was grand you could eat [everything] on your plate! And we used to get you know 
two ounce o’ butter, that lasted you for a week, and that was on a wee plate, everybody had their 
own butter, and four ounce o’ sugar in your jam jar, that was your ration for the week.  

MS: Oh right, of course it was rationing at that time.  

EF: Yes it was rationing and that’s what we had, and we kept it and sometimes somebody would 
pinch your butter, and the same wi’ the sugar. I used to take sugar in my tea, but then no I preferred 
it in my cornflakes so I had to take it out my...I had to do without, I used to say I’ve taken it out my 
tea so I can [?] on my porridge or my flakes. But the food was great, that’s when I stopped having 
sugar in ma tea. Anyway you only had this four ounce, four ounce was nothing, for a whole week.  

MS: Amazing. Did you have your names on each of the items? 

 EF: Yes, our names were on the jars but that didn’t stop people helpin’ themselves mind you! It was 
an open cupboard you know you just put them in the cupboard and shut the door. That’s true.  

MS: And who topped them up?  

EF: The kitchen. The kitchen laid it all out. So there you go.  

MS: Ok, so you started your training, and where did that take place then?  

EF: We started the training and then we went to Gribton where the PTS was, and that’s where we 
were for twelve weeks.  

 

1950s, 60s & early 70s 
The following information about the Grove was kindly supplied by the following members of the 

Facebook group, Old Dumfries, Andrew Keeton, James Porteous, Ian Walker, Ronald Marchbank, 

Helen MacKinnon, Alex Gill, Betty Sheard, Janice Carter Maxwell, Innes McMinn, Janet Martin, Fred 

Jenns & Kathleen Goldie. 

Patients who needed continued care after an operation were sent from the Dumfries Royal Infirmary 

at Nithbank to the Grove to receive longer term care. Their stays ranged from several days to up to a 

year. Patients were sent to the Grove to convalesce after many different operations and injuries, 

such as bunion removal, big toe removal, appendix removal, knee injury and femur fracture. 

In the 1960s the orthopaedic ward was downstairs, and the post-operation and general wards and 

nurses’ accommodation were upstairs. Matrons included Miss Hutt and Miss McFee in the late 

1960s, while in the 1970s the matron was Jenny Edwards who was also matron of DGRI and Gribton 

Hospital. The Matron’s flat was in the Bothy. Night nurses were taken out by bus in the evenings 

from the Dumfries Royal Infirmary at Nithbank. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/107627982614914
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Visitors to The Grove were taken out from Dumfries by Anderson’s coaches. The buses had wooden 

seats and there is a rumour that one of the buses was driven off the road and is buried somewhere 

in the grounds. Fred Jenns remembers having wonderful ice cream made in the kitchen when he 

went out there with his dad in his bakery van, while James Porteous remembers the real elephant’s 
foot umbrella stand that stood in the entrance hall and Kathleen Goldie remembers seeing a 

flowerbed shaped like a German helmet from the ward window. 

Nursing Memories 
I was able to obtain personal memories from nurses who trained at the Grove in the 1950s and 60s 

by chatting to Sheila Wilkinson and Pat Martin, talking to John Little, the son of Helen Little, and by 

receiving written accounts from Betty Cannon and Anne Waugh. 

Helen Little’s memories  
Helen did her nurse’s training at the 

Grove in the early 1950s. This photo 

was taken at Christmas 1952. At 

Christmas a nativity scene would be 

set up in the hall under the stairway 

by the Matron, Mrs Docherty, and 

Bob Bell, the gardener. It consisted 

of two shop mannequins as Joseph 

and Mary, a baby doll in a cot and 

toy sheep. The effect was apparently 

very realistic and quite scary for 

small children visiting relatives at the 

Grove. Helen’s son, John, remembers 
finding it particularly creepy when he 

was a young boy and visited the 

Grove in the 1960s. Joseph and Mary 

were kept in storage for the rest of 

the year, but occasionally were to be found suspended from the ceiling in dark, creepy corners to 

the terror of nurses heading for the basement bathroom.  

 

Pat Martin’s memories 
Pat also did her nurses training at the Grove in the early 1950s. Pat is in the photo above, 3rd on the 

left in the back row, next to Joseph. She was 19 when this was taken. At that time the student nurses 

had to live on site and their bedrooms were in the basement. They would spend 2-3 months at the 

Grove and then be rotated to other hospitals to continue their training. Training lasted for 3 years 

and in their 1st year they were little more than skivvies, doing all the chores such as emptying the 

sluices. The orthopaedic wards and theatre were upstairs, and convalescent wards were downstairs. 

There was an official bus which took nurses out to the Grove for shifts, but on their afternoons off 

there was no transport, so the nurses often borrowed the Matron’s bicycle to cycle into Dumfries. As 
they only had 3 hours off, this didn’t leave a lot of time to spend in town. 
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Betty Cannon’s memories 
Betty first went to the Grove for a few weeks in 1952, while waiting to start pretraining at Gribton 

Hospital. She was back at the Grove in 1954/55 doing night duty. A bus would leave the Infirmary at 

Nithbank and go to Gribton to pick up the night nurses for the Grove. The Sister was Jean Hornby 

from Eastriggs who was very scary. Once she got on the bus at Gribton, and when she saw Betty, 

who was also from Eastriggs, she said ‘Hello Betty, how are you getting on?’, to the hushed silence 
and shocked faces of everyone else on the bus. At teatime they would go to the dining room where 

they were allowed one biscuit with their tea. Hazel Johnstone once took 2 biscuits and was given a 

severe dressing down by the Senior Sister, Daisy Jardine. 

The orthopaedic ward was upstairs and was looked after by Sister Duff who was lovely and there 

was a very pleasant atmosphere to work in. The convalescent wards were downstairs and were for 

patients recovering from things like ruptured appendices. 

Betty met her future husband when he was a patient at the Grove recovering from cartilage surgery 

and she was nursing him. One day she found a cigarette butt covered in lipstick in his ashtray so 

asked him about his girlfriend, but it was his sister that had been visiting. Once he was able to get 

out of bed, he and Betty had a game of table tennis in the games room. The Sister told Betty not to 

bother with him as he had already bought his £10 Pommie Ticket to go to Australia. However, after 

meeting Betty he didn’t go. 

There were lots of ghost stories about the Grove and one night Betty and a fellow student nurse 

decided to scare the men in the ward. Betty had the other nurse on her shoulders, and they draped 

themselves in a white sheet and walked into the ward. Betty’s husband-to-be picked up a soda 

syphon from his bedside and squirted the ‘ghost’ with it. 

Once when it snowed, Betty pinched a tray from the kitchen and went sledging down the hill on it. 

Unfortunately, she hit a tree at the bottom and hurt her back quite badly. However, she didn’t dare 
tell anyone as she would have been in trouble. 

Anne Waugh’s memories 
Anne did her training at the Grove in the mid-1960s and lived at the top of the house. The food on 

site was excellent, particularly the scones. She went home on her days off and transport between 

the Grove, Gribton and Nithbank was provided by the Health Board. The Matron lived in a cottage 

near the main gate. Sister Myra Heuchan was in charge of the ground floor Orthopaedic wards and 

Sister McKie was upstairs in the Medical & Recuperation Unit. Some patients were in Thomas splints 

and there were elderly patients there too. There were a lot of young men who had been involved in 

car or motorbike accidents. They liked to tease the nurses relentlessly, but the nurses always got 

their own back. Anne and her fellow nurses stuck cotton wool balls to the car of senior male nurse 

Gibson who was getting married the next day and they got into trouble for it. Sister Helen Little was 

the practical work tutor and would come out to put them through their paces.  There was a 10pm 

curfew but after being invited to a barn dance at Newtonairds one evening, Anne and her friend, 

Ann Grey, who was also training at the Grove, sneaked out leaving a small window at the top of the 

fire escape unlocked. They made it back in undetected after being dropped off at the bottom of the 

drive to avoid waking the Matron and were up in time for their morning shift. Anne loved her time at 

the Grove. 
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Sheila Wilkinson’s memories  
Sheila Wilkinson started her nursing training at the Grove in 1963, aged 17½. Trainee nurses were 

required to live in, and Sheila had a room at the top of the South Tower. Part-time staff were 

collected by bus from various locations in Dumfries, including Nithbank and from outside Binns 

department store.  

There were a number of wards on the 

ground and 1st floor of the Grove House, as 

well as the Pavillion Ward. The orthopaedic 

wards were on the ground floor, and these 

were for patients requiring traction or with 

fractures, and there were separate wards 

for men and women. The orthopaedic 

surgeons were Mr Sleggs and Mr Chisholm 

and there was a full-time plaster technician, 

John Kerr, on site. Often patients were in 

pelvic traction with ropes and weights. The 

splints were constructed on site by the 

nurses from leather and lined with calico. 

The medical and surgical patients were housed in wards on the 1st floor. There were also 2 wards for 

elderly patients receiving palliative care. The patients GPs would look after the patients, and they 

would sign the death certificates of any that died at the Grove. 

In the 1960s the matron was Mrs Proctor, and in the 1970s, Miss Marchbank.  Sister Wilson was in 

the Orthopaedic Dept, and Helen Little was the night sister. May Taylor, Kathy McKie and Bunty 

Mathison were the part-time ward sisters on the 1st floor. 

There was a lift in the hall to get patients and equipment to the 1st floor, but the nurses were 

expected to use the back stairs. On the ground floor, the dining room was located off the hall, and 

this led through to the staff sitting room. All the cooking was done on site in the large kitchen by Lily 

Bell, the housekeeper, whose husband, Bill, was the gardener and handyman. They lived on site in 

one of the cottages. 

There were bricked up tunnels in the basement, which were rumoured to lead to Shawhead, and 

often the bats that lived in the attics were found flying around the wards. These had to be caught 

using the bed sheets. 

In the late 1960s, there was a fire in the house and patients had to be briefly evacuated. It was 

started accidently by plumbers doing work in the attic but was quickly put out by the Dumfries fire 

brigade before too much damage was done. The Dumfries ambulance service, including John Little’s 
Dad, was also called out to deal with the patients. 

 

THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN OF SHEILA AT THE GROVE IN 1973 
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1975 onwards 
The Grove continued to be used as a convalescent 

home until its closure on 27th Aug 1975. The 

Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary moved from 

its existing site at Nithbank to the new, larger 

Mountainhall site in 1975, precipitating the closure 

of the Grove. 

The Canmore entry for the Grove includes 

photographs taken in 1975 around the time it 

closed as a convalescent home. 

The Grove was sold by the Dumfries & Galloway 

Royal Infirmary as it was no longer required to 

house convalescing patients, thanks to the new 

Infirmary at Mountainhall.  

It was sold on several times over the following 15 

years. It was bought at one point by Jimmy 

Johnstone (Andrew Keeton, Per. Comm. via 

Facebook group Old Dumfries). The existing 

cottages and stable yard were converted into 

houses and new houses built in the grounds in the 

1980s after it was bought by Bill Jardine (Dorothy 

Jones, Per. Comm. via Facebook group Old 

Dumfries). The Grove house was bought in 1988 by 

Dr Ian MacLean, Chief Medical Officer of Dumfries 

& Galloway, who started renovating the house. 

The Grove House was renamed Drummond House 

at some point between 1975 and 1988, and this 

name appears on current OS maps. Dr MacLean 

calls it the Grove Mansion House, not Drummond House. It and the newer houses in the grounds 

have the postal address of The Grove.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GROVE IN 1975 (PHOTOS FROM CANMORE) 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/65664/the-grove
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The formation of the Grove 
The Grove House and grounds were originally part of the Barncleugh estate, which consisted of the 

farms of Meikle Barncleugh, Riddings and part of Nether Barncleugh. The Barncleugh estate was 

situated in the Kirkpatrick-Irongray Parish, Kirkcudbrightshire, and was itself originally part of the 

Barony of Terregles. It was sold by John Maxwell, Lord Herries, in 1635 to George Rome, who sold 

the esate in wadset (mortgage) to John Maxwell, younger son of Thomas Maxwell of Kirkconnell and 

his wife Agnes Irving, in 1638. He then became known as Maxwell of Barncleugh. 

John Maxwell left Barncleugh to his son, John Maxwell Junior in 1665, and he was in turn was known 

as Maxwell of Barncleugh.  

John Maxwell’s son, James Maxwell inherited Barncleugh in 1721 and became the 3rd Maxwell of 

Barncleugh. He was first married to Janet Carruthers and secondly to Mary Wellwood, daughter of a 

London physician and granddaughter of the minister for Tundergarth.  

James’s son, James Maxwell Junior, by his 1st marriage to Janet Carruthers, inherited Barncleugh in 

1748 and was the 4th Maxwell of Barncleugh. Barncleugh was valued at £383 in 1777. James died 

unmarried in 1778 and Barncleugh passed to his half-sister’s (Barbara Wellwood Maxwell) only 

surviving son, Wellwood Johnstone, who took the additional surname Maxwell as part of the 

conditions of inheritance, and became 5th Maxwell of Barncleugh. 

Wellwood married his cousin, Catherine Maxwell, daughter of John Maxwell of Terraughty & 

Munches, in 1778. They lived in a town house in Irish St in Dumfries and used a house called the 

Grove as his country residence from 1781. The Grove at that time was a division of Riddings farm. 

In 1813 Wellwood’s eldest son, John Herries Maxwell, married his cousin, Clementina Maxwell, 

daughter of William Maxwell, who inherited the estates of Munches, Terraughty and Dinwoodie 

from her uncle, Alexander Herries Maxwell, in 1815. 

As his eldest son was now extremely wealthy through his wife’s inheritance, Wellwood Johnstone 

Maxwell, wanted to leave Barncleugh to his 2nd son, Wellwood, as he did not want Barncleugh 

incorporated into the Munches, Terraughty and Dinwoodie Estate. However, the terms of the 

disposition of his own inheritance of Barncleugh from his Uncle James, stated that the estate should 

pass without division to his eldest surviving son (or daughter). After seeking legal advice from 

Edinburgh advocate, Matthew Ross, in June 1818, it was found that he could sell part of the estate 

for a ‘fair and true price’ to a younger son. 

In 1819, the Riddings farm, including the Grove, and part of Meikle Barncleugh farm (around 345 

acres in total) were sold to his son Wellwood for £8000. £6000 was payable following the death of 

Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell who retained his liferent (the right to receive the benefits of an asset 

for the duration of the beneficiary’s lifetime) of this new estate. Wellwood Maxwell Junior 

eventually paid £2500 to his father in 1832 and the remaining £3500 to his brother, John Herries 

Maxwell, in 1834, following the death of his father in 1833.  

Ownership of the Grove was transferred to Wellwood Maxwell on 23rd Oct 1819, and he became 

Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove. In 1825, Wellwood employed Thomas Rickman, a self-taught but 

renowned architect in Liverpool, to design a new house at the Grove. This was a U-plan Tudor-style 

mansion build of red ashlar sandstone with a seven-bay frontage. The original 18th century house 

was incorporated into the new building as the NW wing.  

https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=202417
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At some point between 1821 and 1854, the original route of the road leading from the Terregles 

Road to Irongray was altered. It originally ran close to the east side of the Grove house, whereas the 

new road is further away from the house. Whether this was to provide more privacy to the house or 

to include additional grounds is not known, but it did later allow the Maxwells to dam the stream 

and build the ornamental pond in the grounds.  

The original route of the road can be seen as a slight linear hummock in the field to the east of the 

Grove and probably passed over the small bridge that exists over the waterfall in the grounds. The 

dates of the two maps below would suggest that the road was relocated around the time of the 

Rickman extension to the Grove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN THOMSON KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE 1821 

OS COUNTY SERIES 1854-1886 
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After a lifetime of business in Liverpool, Wellwood and his brother Alexander, retired to the Grove in 

1846, where they lived the lives of country gentlemen for the next 21 years.  

In 1867, Wellwood and Alexander died within 3 months of each other. As Wellwood died unmarried, 

his estate passed to his sister Mary’s eldest son, Maxwell Hyslop, who took the additional surname 

Maxwell as a condition of the inheritance. Maxwell Hyslop also inherited his uncle Alexander’s estate 
of Glengaber, and so he became Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell of the Grove and Glengaber.  

In 1888, Maxwell added to the Grove grounds when he bought 19 acres of Cogershaw Wood, which 

was part of the neighbouring Ingleston farm, to build a gas production plant and gasometer to 

supply the Grove House.  

Following Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell’s death in 1904, the Grove was inherited by his eldest son, 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior, who owned it until his death in 1937, but did not use it. 

 

Path of inheritance of Barncleugh & The Grove Estates 
 

 

John Maxwell (1611-1665) (Bought Barncleugh in 1638) 

                 | 

John Maxwell (1638-1721) (Inherited Barncleugh in 1665) 

                           | 

James Maxwell (1673-1748) (Inherited Barncleugh in 1721) 

       |     | 

James Maxwell (?-1778)   Barbara Wellwood Maxwell (1716-1773) 

(Inherited Barncleugh in 1748)   |       

         | 

  Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell (1747-1833) (Inherited Barncleugh in 1778) 

  |      |     | 

John Herries Maxwell Wellwood Maxwell (1785-1867)  Mary Maxwell (1789-1840) 

 (1783-1843)      (Bought the Grove from his father in 1819)  | 

        Maxwell Hyslop (Maxwell) (1818-1904) 

              (Inherited the Grove in 1867) 

           | 

        Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell (1862- 1937) 

              (Inherited The Grove in 1904) 
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Maxwell family of Barncleugh & the Grove  
The Maxwells were a large powerful and wealthy landowning family based in the South of Scotland 

who claimed descent from Maccus son of Undwin the Norseman (c. 1100-1150). They included the 

Earls of Nithsdale and the Lordships of Maxwell and Herries.   

The Maxwells frequently intermarried with other branches of the Maxwell families or married into 

other wealthy, landowning families of the area, consolidating their wealth and importance. 

The Maxwells of Barncleugh were a minor (cadet) branch of the family descended from Thomas 

Maxwell, a merchant burgess in Dumfries (1585-1637). 

 

 

EXTRACT FROM THE BOOK OF CAERLAVEROCK 

https://deriv.nls.uk/dcn23/9685/96853389.23.pdf
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The Maxwells of Barncleugh 
 

John Maxwell of Barncleugh I (1611-1665) 
John was the son of Thomas Maxwell (1585-1637), a merchant burgess of Dumfries, and his 2nd wife, 

Isobel Corson. John married, Agnes Irving (1623-1688), granddaughter of Francis Irving, Provost of 

Dumfries, & Agnes Raining. After John’s death, Agnes married Robert Maxwell of Carnsalloch.  John 

bought the Barncleugh estate from George Rome in 1638. He left Barncleugh to his only son, John 

Maxwell.  

John Maxwell of Barncleugh II (1638-1721) 
John Maxwell Junior inherited Barncleugh from his father in 1665. He married his cousin, Margaret 

Irving (1642-1695), daughter of John Irving of Friar’s Carse & Elisabeth Crichton, and great 

granddaughter of Francis Irving.  

They had 17 children:- 

• Agnes (1666-?) 

• John I (1667-1667) 

• Anna-Elizabeth ((1668-?) 

• John II (1670-1671) 

• Margaret I (1671-1673) 

• James (1673-1748) 

• Janet (1674-?) 

• Marian (1676-?) 

• Margaret II (1677?-1679) 

• Robert (1679-at least 1710) 

• William I (1681-1682) 

• John III ((1682-at least 1709) 

• Christian (1684-1758) 

• William II (1685-at least 1709) 

• Lucie (1688-1690) 

• Alexander (1689-1690) 

• Mary (1691-?) 

 

John was a writer (solicitor) and became Town Clerk in 1662 but after converting to Catholicism in 

1681, he had to leave office. However, he persuaded the council to give him a life pension of £60 

Scots (£5 sterling) in exchange for his resignation. 

In February 1687, John was elected as the Provost of Dumfries by an Act of the Privy Council of King 

James II & VII, being a member of the Catholic Earl of Nithsdale’s family and a supporter of King 

James. A second Act nominated King James’ choice for other members of the town council in an 

effort to promote Catholics to office. This was unusual as the town had previously been free to 

choose their own councillors. 

John left his country residence (possibly he was living somewhere on the Barncleugh estate at that 

time) and moved into lodgings in Dumfries in order to consolidate his power. He began to entertain 

lavishly ordering large quantities of wine into his lodgings, as this was then considered a valuable 

auxiliary to municipal governance. In April 1688, the grateful town council voted to give him a 

‘cellarie of ffyve hundred merkes of Scotts money and ane tierce (cask) of Ffrench wyne’ annually, in 

order that he would not be burdened with any further incidental charges while living in the town.  

However, by 17th December 1688, a crowd of town’s people supporting William of Orange gathered 

at the Market Place and proceeded noisily through the town, requiring the bailies to organise an 

armed force to keep the peace.  
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John is said to have removed all the town’s arms and ammunition from the vaults below the 

NewWark to stop the Whigs from getting hold of them. They were later discovered in the vaults of 

Lincluden Collegiate Church. 

John stopped attending Council meetings and disappeared. He was apprehended fleeing across the 

Auld Brig (Devorgilla’s Bridge) in just his shirt and imprisoned in Dumfries before being sent to 

Edinburgh at the request of Lord Athole of the new Protestant Privy Council. His cloak-bag, which 

was part of his disguise, was ordered to be searched for papers and for any belonging to the burgh 

to be removed. The town was also given back the right to choose their own Provost and councillors, 

which they did immediately, replacing John with William Craik of Arbigland, a Presbyterian, who had 

been Provost previously. 

As John was objected to solely because of his religion, had served well as town clerk before being 

made Provost by James II & VII and held a highly respectable position in the Burgh and County, he 

appears to have been dealt with leniently. 

Both he and his son, James, lost money in the disastrous Darien 

Scheme of 1696. John paid in £200 and James £100. His 

compensation (628 mercks) which was part of the town’s share of 
the Darien Scheme’s compensation was held up by either John 

Herries of Butts, the town clerk, or by William Copeland of 

Colliston, the Provost, in 1708, to try to recover some of the £5 

yearly town clerk pension which was still being paid to John. 

During his time as town clerk and Provost, John started the 

causewaying of public streets and built the Horse Miln that 

became a kiln and brewery.  

He died in 1721 and left Barncleugh to his eldest surviving son, 

James Maxwell.  

 

  

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD     

11TH JUNE 1860 
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James Maxwell of Barncleugh I (1673-1748) 
James inherited Barncleugh from his father in 1721. He was married twice. Firstly in 1704, to Janet 

Carruthers (?-1707), the widow of Alexander Johnstone, by whom she already had 2 sons, Gavin and 

Alexander, and a daughter, Janet. James and Janet Carruthers had 3 children:- 

• Margaret (1704-?) 

• John (1706-1706) 

• James (1707-1776) 

Secondly, James married Mary Wellwood (1686-?) in 1716, by whom he had 11 children:- 

• Barbara (1716-?) 

• Elizabeth (1717-?) 

• Marion (1719-?) 

• Janet (1720-?) 

• Wellwood (1721-?) 

• John (1722-?) 

• Charles (1724-?) 

• Christian (1725-1726) 

• William (1727-?) 

• Jane (1728-?) 

• Mary (1731-?) 

 

Mary Wellwood was the daughter of Dr James Wellwood (1653-?) who was the son of Rev. James 

Wellwood of Tundergarth. Dr James Wellwood was a supporter of the Covenanters and spent part of 

1680 in exile in Holland where he became physician to William and Mary. He later moved to London 

where he was a physician in the court of William and Mary. 

In November 1746, James’ son William was arrested 

and held in the Tollbooth in Dumfries for his support of 

the 1745 Jacobite rebellion.  

He was a lieutenant in the Ecossais Royales Regiment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Maxwell Senior died in 1748, leaving Barncleugh to his eldest son, James, from his first 

marriage to Janet Carruthers. 

James Maxwell of Barncleugh II (1708-1776) 
James Maxwell Junior inherited Barncleugh from his father in 1748. He died unmarried in 1778 and 

Barncleugh passed to his late half-sister, Barbara’s, only surviving son, Wellwood Johnstone.  

 

 

 

GLASGOW COURANT 28TH APR 1746 

EXCERPT FROM THE HISTORY OF DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY BY SIR HERBERT MAXWELL 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C15669960
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/critical/research/researchcentresandnetworks/robertburnsstudies/ourresearch/jacobiteofficersdatabase/thedatabase/m/
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Wellwood Johnstone (Maxwell) of Barncleugh (1747-1833) 
Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell was the 3rd and only surviving son of Barbara Wellwood Maxwell and 

James Johnstone. His two older brothers, James (1743-1764) and John (1745? – 1772) both lived into 

their 20s but died of consumption, as had his mother.  

He trained as a medical doctor and practiced in Calcutta in the service of the East India Company 

from 1770. In January 1772, George Maxwell of Carruchan wrote to Wellwood in India, saying that 

his father was anxious for him to return home following the death of his older brother, John.  

He inherited Barncleugh after the death of his late mother’s half-brother, James Maxwell, in 1776. 

He married his cousin, Catherine Maxwell, daughter of John Maxwell of Terraughty, at Drumlanrig in 

August 1778. He and Catherine had 13 children.  

• James (1780-1782) 

• Agnes (1781-1858) 

• Twin sons (1782-1783) 

• John Herries (1783-1843) 

• Wellwood (1785-1867) 

• Alexander (1787-1867) 

• Mary (1789-1840) 

• Margaret (1790-1798) 

• William (1791-alive in 1873) 

• James (1792-1808) 

• Catherine (1794-alive in 1873) 

• George (1796-1858) 

They lived in a town house in Irish St, Dumfries and were using a house at the Grove as a country 

residence by at least 1781.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN PLAN OF DUMFRIES 1819 (JOHN WOOD) 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/74400022
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Wellwood acted as a factor (property manager) for many 

properties, farms and estates around Dumfries and he was 

often given as the contact for the sale of such properties in 

newspaper sales adverts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellwood considered himself to be rather unhealthy, particularly as his mother and older brothers 

had all died from consumption, a wasting disease caused particularly by pulmonary tuberculosis. 

On 26th April 1785, his doctor, John Gilchrist of Speddoch, wrote to Dr William Cullen of the Royal 

College of Physicians of Edinburgh to get advice on his treatment of Wellwood for a severe bilious 

attack, piles and prolapsed anus. John Gilchrist was a neighbour of Wellwood in Dumfries, as can be 

seen from the town plan on the previous page. 

‘The Patient is Mr Maxwell of Barncleugh, who is at present about the age of 38 and of a very 
unhealthy family. His Mother died consumptive, and his two elder, and only, Brothers, were carried 

off in what have been vulgarly termed deep consumptions. 

This gentleman himself, tho always reckoned to be of a delicate constitution, has had no great 

threatenings of any pulmonary disorder. He passed two or three years, I believe, -- in the East Indies 

when about the age of 25 and bore that climate well, tho he suffered a good deal from 

the inflammatory affection of the Liver occurring frequently in India; but it was attended with no bad 

consequences. --- About ten years ago, soon after his marriage I remember he spoke to me about 

a cough, or some other Complaints of his breast, which however were but slight and transient; and, 

upon the whole he has been liable to no complaints of that kind but what anybody, from cold, might 

be liable to. Mr Maxwell, tho not like a strong man, has by no means an unhealthy appearance; -- 

and, for these ten years past he has been of a full enough habit, that is no way thin at any time. -- 

Two of his children who are alive, are for their time of life, sufficiently hale & thriving. --- With all this 

however, circumstances denoting considerable delicacy, and relaxation, have at times occurred with 

CALEDONIAN MERCURY 7TH NOV 1799 
CALEDONIAN MERCURY 12TH MAR 1804 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consumption
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/docs/2608/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/docs/2608/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c12/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c12/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b43/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s62/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b44/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s4/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b26/
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him. -- When about sixteen he became subject to a degree of the Prolapsus ani, which has never left 

him; and, when connected with present circumstances, distresses him a good deal, - He has been 

liable to the Piles, or at least to  a considerable discharge of blood from some parts of the rectum, for 

several years past; and particularly last year. -- Another circumstance to be mentioned is that, above 

two years ago, he was seized with a Sore throat, which in two or three days, became very evidently 

a putrid one, by which a good part of the velum pendulum palate was destroyed, (tho' in a little time 

the deficiency was pretty well supplied) and the uvula had almost dropt of. Since that time till now he 

has enjoyed very good health, and has lived very regularly. He always eats heartily; &, before the 

attack of the Angina, sometimes exceeded in drinking; tho he never failed to suffer a good deal in 

his stomach, two or three days after, for so doing. 

 

Now to come to his present state, he was seized five or six weeks  ago with what was called 

a bilious disorder, attended with more or less vomiting and purging, which readily gave way to 

some Antimonials or other emetics; and the state of his pulse was such that a small quantity of blood 

was drawn. After this he seemed to be quite well again. But, about a fortnight ago, he was seized 

anew with the uneasiness in his stomach and bowels, producing frequent retchings, sometimes very 

severe, a degree of diarrhœa at times, tho' the stools were seldom copious, or very frequent; -- and 

sometimes a very disagreeable tenesmus, with a sense of tenderness or soreness in the rectum. At 

first these complaints were attended with a very considerable and oppressive headach; tho for 

several days past, that symptom has been in a great measure removed; and his tongue, which 

was moderately white and furred, is now much cleaner and moister. --- For these ten days past, 

during which I have visited him, his pulse has never risen above 95. It is commonly about 85, or 

between that and 90, quite regular; & tolerably firm or full for the most part, tho somewhat weak at 

times.  --- The sickness at stomach, and retchings, for some days past have been frequently recurring, 

and distress him greatly. – At present too the diarrhœa too is often returning, that is 4 or 5 times in 

the night - or in the day, tho' the stools in general are far from being very copious -- Five or six days 

ago his stools began to be bloody. -- At first the quantity of blood, (and that not very considerable,) 

seemed equally mixed with the stool. – For three or four days past the blood has been so plainly 

separate from the fæces, as to leave no doubt that it comes after them; and from the rectum. -- 

Sometimes one ounce perhaps; & sometimes perhaps two or even three ounces of blood will be 

discharged. --- The Prolapsus ani constantly takes place to a certain degree when he is at stool. --- 

Tho' a good deal of Blood must have been discharged, yet his pulse remains as I mentioned & his 

general strength is not much impaired; but his spirits are exceedingly sunk so that he can scarcely 

speak to us; -- and he expresses the strongest apprehension of his own danger. --- I must conclude, as 

the post is just going, with adding hastily --- that he has no kind of appetite - & is sensible of 

getting no sleep, but, by opiates. --- We have used according to circumstances -- 

gentle emetics & laxatives of different kinds -- Columbo root - Saline draughts in the state of 

Effervescence & other usual things - general or local - I must only add that I am as always 

Dear Sir Truly Yours  

John Gilchrist 

https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c84/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b53/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c38/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s46/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b48/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b53/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s117/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c148/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b2/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b130/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s69/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b46/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c119/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s3/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/t30/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/i33/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/a14/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s15/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/t1/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/t1/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b46/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b37/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s3/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s31/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c61/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s139/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s114/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b53/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s1/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b2/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s161/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s15/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s15/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s15/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s61/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b46/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s3/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s31/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s89/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b48/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b48/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b53/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b48/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c84/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b53/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b48/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s46/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s15/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s6/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s81/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s81/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s56/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s8/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s17/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/i14/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/a14/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/a21/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/i81/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/i62/
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On reading over the above with Mr Harley the only circumstance I have to add is that when I was 

called to him there was a considerable pain in the right side - with some fulness which 

gave apprehension - of something wrong about the liver -- but since a large Blister was applied on 

the part he has complained of nothing there –' 

Dr Cullen wrote back diagnosing dyspeptic indigestion which should be moderated with opiates. He 

also advised the use of bark of the chinona tree to settle his stomach, astringents and nutgall oil to 

help with his piles, taking the air in a carriage and never to go to stool in a sitting posture. He advised 

against the use of purgatives. On the 27th May 1875, Dr Gilchrist wrote back to Dr Cullen to say that 

Wellwood had followed these treatments and was back to full health and was out constantly riding 

and walking again. 

Dr John Gilchrist was the driving force behind the establishment of the first Dumfries Infirmary 

which opened in February 1777, having sought the support of landed proprietors in the county to 

raise money after the wealthier towns people and merchants turned him down. Dumfries was only 

the 4th town in Scotland to ally to the Great Voluntary Hospital Movement of the 18th century. He 

and his family are buried in St Michael’s Churchyard in the adjoining plot to Wellwood Johnstone 

Maxwell. 

Wellwood was Provost of Dumfries in 1781-2, became a Freeman of the Burgh of Dumfries on 24th 

Oct 1786, a Convener of the Road Trustees for 8th District of Kirkcudbrightshire in 1793, 1st 

Lieutenant in Dumfries Corps of Volunteers on 6th March 1795, where he served alongside Robert 

Burns, and a Collector of Land Tax for the County of Dumfries from 1796 to 1818.  

On 13th February 1816, Wellwood wrote a letter to his eldest son John, expressing his wishes to 

leave settlements on his death to his wife and daughters, and mentioning that he and his wife 

wished to leave part of the Barncleugh Estate to their 2nd son, Wellwood. In the letter he also writes- 

‘I have always looked forward to the full grown wood on the Irongray lands as a fund for the building 

of a better house at the Grove as I think from £1500 to £2000 worth might be cut without baring the 

place – This however will not be done in my day as the present cottage answers very well for the few 

months in the year we reside there.’ 

However, the terms of the disposition of his own inheritance of Barncleugh, stated that the estate 

should pass without division to his eldest son. After taking legal advice from Edinburgh advocate, 

Matthew Ross, in June 1818, it was found that he could sell part of the Barncleugh estate for a ‘fair 
and true price’ to a younger son.  

In 1819 he sold part of the Barncleugh Estate (part of Meikle Barncleugh, and the Riddings including 

the Grove) to his 2nd son, Wellwood Maxwell. It is thought that Wellwood Junior might not have 

been able to afford to buy the whole of the Barncleugh Estate at the time, so only bought a portion. 

The price was £8000, £6000 of which was payable on the death of the seller (Wellwood Senior) who 

retained his liferent (the right to receive the benefits of an asset for the duration of the beneficiary’s 
lifetime) on the land sold. However, Wellwood Junior eventually paid £2500 to his father in 1832 and 

the remaining £3500 to his older brother, John Herries Maxwell, following the death of Wellwood 

Senior in 1833. 

In his will dated 1819, Wellwood Senior left the tenements of houses in the West Backraws (Irish St) 

to his wife and daughters. He also left his son, Wellwood, all the furniture at the Grove house, the 

implements of husbandry, garden utensils, stables & dairy utensils, 3 work horses and 3 cows to be 

chosen, although it appears that this will was cancelled and superseded by a later will. 

https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b73/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/c25/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/s56/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/b44/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/items/t4/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/docs/5039/
https://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/docs/2623/
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/123492674/john-gilchrist
http://archives.dumgal.gov.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=EGD1%2f16&pos=16
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He died in 1833 and was buried in St Michael’s churchyard, Dumfries, in the grave plot of his distant 

ancestor, Francis Irving. 

Catherine Maxwell (1754-1832) 
Catherine was the 4th daughter of John Maxwell of Terraughty & Munches. She married Wellwood 

Johnstone Maxwell and gave birth to 13 children between 1780 and 1794, only 8 of which survived 

to adulthood. She is buried in St Michael’s Churchyard, Dumfries, with her husband and a number of 

her children and grandchildren. 

John Herries Johnstone Maxwell (1783-1843) 
John was the eldest son of Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell & Catherine Maxwell. He trained as a 

lawyer under Hugh Corrie and was indentured in April 1804. He was admitted as Writer of the Signet 

in November 1807. He married his cousin, Clementina Maxwell on 6th June 1813 in Dumfries. As the 

eldest son he should have inherited the whole of the Barncleugh Estate, but as Clementina had 

inherited her Uncle Alexander Maxwell’s estates of Munches, Dinwoodie and Terraughty in 1815, he 

was already very wealthy and his parents sought to leave part of Barncleugh to their 2nd son, 

Wellwood. John did, however, inherit the remainder of the Barncleugh estate after the death of his 

father in 1833. 

Clementina Maxwell (1782-1858) 
Clementina was the wife of John Herries Johnstone Maxwell. She was the 2nd daughter of William 

Maxwell & Janet Syme, and the niece of Alexander Herries Maxwell of Munches, Terraughy & 

Dinwoodie. She inherited these estates after her uncle’s death in 1815. 
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The Maxwells of The Grove 
 

Wellwood Maxwell of The Grove (1785-1867) 
Wellwood Maxwell was the 2nd son of Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell and Catherine Maxwell, and 

was born in Dumfries in 1785. He moved to Liverpool in the early 1800s and joined the grain 

merchant house of Maury Latham & Co, where he was then joined by his younger brother 

Alexander. He and Alexander then set up their own importation company, W. & A. Maxwell, trading 

between Liverpool and the United States and the Caribbean. They were joined by their youngest 

brother, George, in 1811, initially as a trainee. When George became a partner in 1820, the company 

became W. A & G. Maxwell. 

In 1819, Wellwood bought a portion of the Barncleugh estate from his father, which included the 

original 18th century Grove house. In 1825, he employed the successful Liverpool architect, Thomas 

Rickman, to design a large extension to the existing Grove House.   

While in Liverpool, he was one of the first 

to invest in the new Liverpool to 

Manchester railway, the 1st railway line to 

be built in Britain. The Liverpool to 

Manchester Railway was proposed as a 

more efficient and quicker way to move 

heavy goods from the docks in Liverpool as 

it often took longer for them to get to 

Manchester by canal than it did to get them across the 

Atlantic by boat. The canals were very busy often leading to 

blockages, were expensive to use as the owners had a 

monopoly and were sometimes completely unusable if they 

froze over in winter. Wellwood later invested in other 

railways around the country and abroad, including the 

Caledonian Railway in 1859. 

Wellwood became a Whig Councillor for the Great George 

Ward in Liverpool in 1835, winning 40% of the vote. On his 

retirement from that post in 1837 he was lavishly praised by 

his constituents for his honourable service.  

 

 

 

 

EXCERPT FROM AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIVERPOOL TO MANCHESTER 

RAILWAY (2ND ED.) BOOTH 1831 

LIVERPOOL ALBION  30TH OCT 1837 

https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=202417
https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=202417
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In 1839, Wellwood was given the Freedom 

of the Burgh of Dumfries at a meeting of 

Dumfries Town Council.  

He was a good friend of William Ewart, 

grandson of Rev. John Ewart of Troqueer, 

and helped introduce him as a candidate 

for the parliamentary seat for the Dumfries 

Burghs, which Ewart won in 1841 and held 

until 1868. Ewart established the bill for 

Free Libraries in 1850 and is who the Ewart 

Library in Dumfries is named after.  

Wellwood continued to run W. A. & G. Maxwell until he and Alexander retired to the Grove in 1846, 

although they both kept a keen and active interest in the company right up until their deaths.  

His nephew, Maxwell Hyslop (Maxwell), son of his sister Mary, who had also worked at W. A. & G. 

Maxwell, frequently wrote to both Wellwood and Alexander at the Grove keeping them informed 

about the business and relaying that he had carried out their wishes. Maxwell’s last business letter 

to Wellwood is dated 10th June 1867. Wellwood died on 27th June 1867. 

Wellwood took an active interest in various institutions in Dumfries and Kirkcudbrightshire during his 

retirement. 

In May 1846 he was elected as a member of the 

Extraordinary Committee of the Dumfries & 

Galloway Royal Infirmary.  

While in October 1846, he was elected as a 

commissioner for the improvement of the 

navigation of the River Nith and of the harbour in 

Dumfries.  

 

 

 

 

 

KENDAL MERCURY 30TH NOV 1839 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 21ST OCT 1846 

https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1820-1832/member/ewart-william-1798-1869
http://archives.dumgal.gov.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=GGD92%2f8&pos=21
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He was a great philanthropist and donated money to many institutions and public funds.  

He was one of the original contributors to 

the building of the Assembly Rooms in 

Dumfries in the 1830s, along with 123 other 

wealthy local landholders. His father, 

Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell, and two 

nephews, Maxwell Hyslop and Wellwood 

Maxwell of Munches, also bought one share 

each. None of the shareholders ever took 

any dividends for the shares they bought. 

In 1885 it had become necessary to ask 

other local landholders to contribute 

towards the repair of Assembly Rooms roof. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellwood frequently contributed financially to appeals for the poor.  

In 1841, he and his brother George, both donated 

£5 to the upkeep and supply of soup kitchens in 

Liverpool. In 1844 he donated £1 to the 

Maxwelltown Soup Kitchen, in 1848 he and 

Alexander both donated £5 to the Dumfries & 

Galloway Royal Infirmary and in the same year 

Wellwood gave £10 for the relief of cholera 

sufferers in Dumfries. 

 

 

 

GALLOWAY NEWS & KIRKCUDBRIGHT ADVERTISER               

30TH OCT 1885 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD                    

13TH DEC 1848 
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In 1854, Wellwood contributed £20 to the Maxwelltown Patriotic Fund which was raising money for 

the relief of widows and orphans of soldiers, sailors and marines of the Crimean War.  

Wellwood and his brothers, Alexander and William, contributed towards the soup kitchen in 

Dumfries in 1865.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was a patron of the Dumfries & Maxwelltown Tonic 

Sol-Fa Association which gave their 1st concert in the 

Mechanics Hall on the 2nd February 1865. Tonic Sol-Fa 

was a method of teaching music especially singing, 

invented in England by John Curwen in about 1850.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD               

1ST MAR 1865 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD                   

25TH JAN 1865 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 29TH NOV 1854 

https://www.britannica.com/art/tonic-solfa
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At a meeting of the American 

Chamber of Commerce in Liverpool 

attended by Wellwood on 28th April 

1865, he offered the chambers 

condolences to the American 

people on the assassination of 

Abraham Lincoln. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Wellwood died in June 1867, he left an estate of over £100000, and held stocks of over 

£72000 in the railways. He never married and had no children. His brother Alexander had died, also 

unmarried, in March 1867. His fortune and the Grove were left to his nephew, Maxwell Hyslop. He is 

buried with his parents, brother Alexander and other relatives in St Michael’s churchyard in 
Dumfries.  

He left his estate to his nephew Maxwell Hyslop, his 

personalty (personal property) to the nieces and nephews 

of his surviving brother and sister and the residue to the 

children of his late nephew, Wellwood Maxwell of Glenlee. 

His executors were his nephews, Wellwood Herries Maxwell 

of Munches and Maxwell Hyslop. 

His legacies were:- 

• £2700 to 10 friends 

• £3000 to his servants 

• £1000 to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary 

• £200 to the Liverpool Northern Hospital 

• £200 to the Liverpool Southern Hospital 

• £100 to the Liverpool School for the Blind 

• £100 to the Liverpool School for the Deaf & Dumb 

• £100 to the Liverpool Strangers’ Friend Society 

• £100 to the Liverpool Orphan Society School 

• £500 to the Dumfries Royal Infirmary 

• £100 to the Dumfries Greensands School 

• £100 to the Dumfries Ragged School 

• £100 to the Dumfries Hospital 

 

 

 

LIVERPOOL DAILY POST 12TH AUG 1867 
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Wellwood and Alexander were of sufficient regard and standing in the 

local community for marble busts to be commissioned and to be 

displayed in the Dumfries Museum. 

The marble bust of Wellwood Maxwell of The Grove is presently 

displayed in Dumfries Museum in a prominent position in an alcove 

on the righthand side of the stairs.  

Made by John Currie, stone mason of Dumfries (1813-78) in 1842. 

John also made many other statues and carving in Dumfries & 

Galloway, including the knotted rope above the Court Room in 

Buccleuch St, the winged lions on the Dumfries Academy Minerva 

Building, Henry Duncan in Church Crescent, Old Mortality and his horse at Dumfries Museum and 

the statues of Hygieia and Hippocrates at the old Nithbank Infirmary. 

 

Alexander Maxwell of Glengaber (1787-1867) 
Alexander was the younger brother of Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove, and the 3rd son of Wellwood 

Johnstone Maxwell & Catherine Maxwell. He was in partnership with Wellwood and their brother 

George as part of W. A. & G. Maxwell and spent most of his working life in Canada and the US. 

In 1845 he bought the Glengaber estate, Holywood, Dumfries from Thomas Martin of Liverpool for 

£13500. However, he lived with his brother Wellwood at the Grove from his retirement in 1846 to 

his death in March 1867. He never married and died childless.  

He left over £100000, including railway stocks of £60000. He is buried in St Michael’s Churchyard, 
Dumfries with his parents, brother Wellwood and other relatives.  

Alexander left similar bequests to Wellwood in his will. He left his estate of Glengaber to his 

nephew, Maxwell Hyslop, his personalty to his surviving brother and sister, nieces and nephews and 

the residue to the children of his late nephew, Wellwood Maxwell of Glenlee. 

His legacies were:- 

• £3000 to 14 friends 

• £3200 to the servants of his brother 

Wellwood 

• £300 to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary 

• £250 to the Liverpool Northern 

Hospital 

• £250 to the Liverpool Southern 

Hospital 

• £100 to the Liverpool School for the 

Blind 

• £100 to the Liverpool School for the 

Deaf & Dumb 

• £250 to the Dumfries Royal Infirmary 

• £200 to the Dumfries Greensands 

School 

• £200 to the Dumfries Ragged School 

 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/wellwood-maxwell-of-the-grove-17851867-282150
https://gunnis.henry-moore.org/henrymoore/works/recordlist.php?-skip=7650&-max=25
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A marble bust similar to his brother Wellwood’s is currently 
displayed in the Dumfries Museum.  

Marble bust of Alexander Maxwell of Glengaber, made by John 

Currie of Dumfries in about 1850. Presently displayed at Dumfries 

Museum on the opposite side of the stairs to Wellwood’s bust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Maxwell of Glenlee (1796-1858) 
George was the youngest brother of Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove and the 5th son of Wellwood 

Johnstone Maxwell & Catherine Maxwell. He became a partner in his older brothers’ firm in 
Liverpool (W. A. & G. Maxwell) in 1820 and continued to run the firm in conjunction with his 

nephew, Maxwell Hyslop (later Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell), after Wellwood and Alexander’s 
retirement in 1846. He bought the Glenlee estate, Kells in 1827 and married Margaret Clark, 

daughter of Samuel Clark, solicitor in Dumfries, in 1828. Two of his sons who died young are buried 

in St Michael’s churchyard, Dumfries, beside his parents and several of his siblings. One of his sons, 

George, died aged 20, in an accident while fishing on the River Ken. 

Maxwell Hyslop (Maxwell) of the Grove I (1818-1904) 
Maxwell Hyslop was the nephew of Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove. He was the son of Wellwood’s 
sister Mary and his 1st cousin Maxwell Hyslop (1783-1837).  

[His father, Maxwell Hyslop Senior, was the son of William Hyslop (1743-1803) and Jean Maxwell 

(1750-1815), daughter of John Maxwell of Terraughty and sister of Catherine, wife of Wellwood 

Johnstone Maxwell. Maxwell Hyslop Senior and his brother, Wellwood Hyslop, were merchants in 

Jamaica operating as M. Hyslop & Co. and had trading links with W. A. & G. Maxwell in Liverpool. 

Maxwell Senior and his brother, Wellwood, were great supporters of Simon Bolivar, supplying his 

cause with guns and evacuating him to Jamaica on one of their ships. While in Jamaica, Simon 

Bolivar wrote to Maxwell Hyslop on 30th October 1815 

requesting financial help, shortly after finishing his 

famous Carta de Jamaica. After getting into financial 

difficulties himself, Maxwell was declared bankrupt in 

London in 1830.  In 1817, M. Hyslop & Co. was listed as 

owning 25 male slaves in Kingston, Jamaica. After the 

abolition of slavery, Maxwell Hyslop received £73 14s 8d 

in compensation from the British Government on 2nd 

November 1835 for 4 slaves. Maxwell died in Falmouth 

in 1837 shortly after arriving from Jamaica.] 
MORNING HERALD (LONDON) 5TH JULY 1841 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/alexander-maxwell-of-glengaber-17871867-282151
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Simon-Bolivar
http://www.archivodellibertador.gob.ve/escritos/buscador/spip.php?article1488
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Letter-from-Jamaica
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Maxwell Junior and several of his siblings probably lodged with their grandparents in Dumfries while 

their parents were living in Jamaica. He attended Hutton Hall Academy at Bankend near Dumfries 

before being sent to school in England.  

He joined the Liverpool firm of his uncles (W.A. & G. Maxwell) aged 15 in 1833, becoming a partner 

in 1840, and a senior partner in 1858 following the death of his Uncle George. He married Phoebe 

Lyon (1834-1923) at Bellfield House, Fife on 23rd Feb 1860 when he was 38 years old. He settled 

£10000 on Phoebe after their marriage, and they had 10 children between 1862 and 1878. Only 

Archibald died in infancy. 

• Maxwell (1862-1937) 

• Alexander (1864-1957) 

• Charles (1865-1932) 

• William (1867-1886) 

• Wellwood (1868-1952) 

• Phoebe (1870-1976) 

• Mary (Polly) (1871-1961) 

• Lyon (1873-1956) 

• Walter (1874-1957) 

• Archibald (1878-1878) 

Most of the children were born in Liverpool, but Wellwood, Polly and Walter were born at the 

Grove.  

Maxwell inherited both the Grove and Glengaber estates after his uncles, Wellwood & Alexander, 

died in 1867, along with their large fortunes when he was 49 years old, on condition that he took the 

surname Maxwell.  In Wellwood and Alexander’s wills, the Grove was entailed on his eldest son, 

Maxwell Hyslop, and Glengaber on his 2nd son, Alexander Hyslop. Maxwell then became Maxwell 

Hyslop Maxwell of the Grove and Glengaber. 

In the returns list of Owners of Land & Heritages in Scotland compiled in 1872-73, Maxwell is listed 

at the Grove, owning 839 acres of land with an annual value of £1117 10s. As this is larger than the 

acreage of the Grove alone (345 acres), it must include Glengaber too.  

Although Glengaber was entailed to his son Alexander, Alexander who became a solicitor in 

Liverpool, sold the reversion back to his father in 1897 for £16000. 

Maxwell was a magistrate in Liverpool, a member of the Mersey Docks & Harbour Board, a director 

and chairman of the Royal Insurance Co., a JP in both Dumfriesshire and Kirkcudbrightshire, Deputy 

Lieutenant for Kirkcudbrightshire, Commissioner of Supply for Dumfriesshire, a director of the 

Crichton Memorial Mental Hospital from 1875 to 1898 and Chairman of the Board of the Crichton in 

1898. 

He and his growing family frequently holidayed at the 

Grove, requiring that a number of carriages were made 

available to carry the family, servants and luggage 

between the railway station in Dumfries and the Grove. 

Photograph albums of the family’s holidays at the Grove 
and elsewhere, mainly taken by his daughter Mary 

(known as Polly), are stored in the Archives of the Ewart 

Library in Dumfries and can be viewed on request. 

The photo to the right is of Maxwell and Phoebe with 8 

of their children (Polly is sitting to the right of Phoebe 

and Maxwell Junior is directly behind Maxwell Senior) and is available on the FamilySearch website.  

MAXWELL HYSLOP MAXWELL & FAMILY AT THE GROVE 

https://electricscotland.com/history/Scotland_Owners_of_Lands_and_Heritages_1.pdf
http://archives.dumgal.gov.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=GGD678&pos=16
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KCGP-R8K
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William who is 1st on the right in the back row, died of tuberculosis at the Grove in 1886, aged 19. 

Maxwell added to the Grove estate by purchasing 19 acres of Cogershaw Wood from Richard 

Alexander Oswald on adjacent farm of Ingleston in 1888, where he built a gas production plant and a 

small gasometer to supply the Grove House with gas. 

It has not been possible to ascertain when Maxwell retired from W. A.& G. Maxwell, but he was 70 

years old in 1888, so building the gas production plant may coincide with living more permanently at 

the Grove. 

Maxwell died at the Grove from old age and heart failure 

aged 86 in 1904. 

Phoebe Lyon died in Liverpool in 1923 aged 89. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell (1862-1937) 
Maxwell was the eldest son of Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell of the Grove & Glengaber and Phoebe Lyon. 

He inherited the Grove after his father’s death in 1904. He attended Uppingham School and began 

his career at Lemonious & Co, before joining the family firm of W. A. & G. Maxwell, aged 21. He 

continued to work there until its closure in 1930.  

In 1888 Maxwell married Jessie Hart Bulloch (1860-1941), 

daughter of Captain James Dunwoody Bulloch, Confederate secret 

agent in Liverpool during the American Civil War (1861-1865), and 

Harriott M. Cross. Maxwell and Jessie lived at 76 Canning St, 

Liverpool and this is where James Dunwoody Bulloch died in 1901. 

Jessie was the cousin of Theodore Roosevelt, son of James 

Bulloch’s half-sister Martha, and in 1901 Maxwell wrote a letter of 

congratulation to Roosevelt on his election as US president.  

EDINBURGH EVENING NEWS 25TH FEB 1904 

MAXWELL HYSLOP MAXWELL & 

JESSIE HART BULLOCH FROM THE 

 

https://www.liverpooltownhall.co.uk/blog-liverpool-town-hall-and-the-american-civil-war/
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Advanced-Search?r=1&st1=2&t1=Maxwell%20Hyslop%20Maxwell&d1=0&st2=0&t2=&d2=0&st3=0&t3=&d3=0&st4=0&t4=&d4=0&ds=&de=&c=All%20Collections&v=expanded&ro=1&pl=1&cp=1
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Advanced-Search?r=1&st1=2&t1=Maxwell%20Hyslop%20Maxwell&d1=0&st2=0&t2=&d2=0&st3=0&t3=&d3=0&st4=0&t4=&d4=0&ds=&de=&c=All%20Collections&v=expanded&ro=1&pl=1&cp=1
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In 1914, Maxwell and Jessie were on holiday in Germany when WWI 

started. Their family had no direct news from them but were able to 

find out that they were safe but unable to leave the country. 

Luckily, they were able to return 

a few weeks later when he gave 

an interview to a reporter from 

the Liverpool Daily Post on the 

patriotism of the German people. 

Maxwell was a director of the 

Cunard Steam Ship Co. Ltd, the 

London & Globe Insurance Co. 

Ltd, the Royal Insurance Co. Ltd, 

Chairman of the Liverpool Overhead Railway and an alderman in 

Liverpool from 1901. He was the Chairman of the Liverpool 

Watch committee for 37 years and was the most senior in the 

whole of the UK when he died. 

He does not appear to 

have used the Grove after 

inheriting it in 1904, as it 

was rented out to the 

Church family at least 

between 1911 and 1915, 

and was in use by the Ministry of Pensions from 1920.   

He does not seem to have ever called himself Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell of the Grove as his father did. In their later years, 

Maxwell and Jessie lived at the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool. He 

and Jessie did not have any children.   

He died in Liverpool in October 1937, aged 75, and left over 

£19000 to Jessie in his will. When Jessie died in 1942, in her 

will she left her money (around £12000) to her sister Martha, 

or failing that to her brother-in-law, Walter Hyslop Maxwell. 

 

  

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD 

2ND SEPT 1914 

LIVERPOOL JOURNAL OF COMMERCE       

12TH AUG 1914 

LIVERPOOL ECHO 27TH OCT 1937 
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After the Maxwells 
Shortly after Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell’s death, the Grove was bought from the Hyslop Maxwell 

family by the Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary for use as a convalescent home. However, some 

members of the Hyslop Maxwell family continued to be involved.  

 

In May 1938, Walter Hyslop Maxwell gave the new Grove 

Auxiliary Hospital a gift of £1000 to endow a bed in 

memory of his parents.  

  

 

 

 

In November 1940, despite the war, Sybilla Hyslop Maxwell was 

trying to organise Christmas treats for the patients of the Grove 

and the Infirmary.  

Sybilla (1899-1985) was the daughter of Charles Hyslop Maxwell 

(1865-1932), younger brother of Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Senior 

and cousin to Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior.  

[Charles farmed firstly at Rue Farm on the Glengaber Estate and 

then at Dalruscan, the farm of his parents-in-law, until the house 

burnt down in 1923 and he and his wife retired to Bookham, 

Surrey where his brother Walter (1874-1957) lived.]  

Sybilla Hyslop Maxwell married Col. G.G Walker who was the 

Chairman of the Infirmary Directors and who was present at the 

opening of the new Grove hospital in 1938.  

 

 

 

 

The gates at Irongray Church were erected in the 

memory of Polly (Mary) Hyslop Maxwell, daughter of 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Senior, who died in 1961. 

  

THE SCOTSMAN 4TH MAY 1938 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY STANDARD                

23RD NOV 1940 
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The firm of W. A. & G. Maxwell 
In the late 18th and early 19th century, many young men from Dumfries & Galloway moved south to 

Liverpool and Manchester seeking employment. The sons of Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell of 

Barncleugh all moved to Liverpool and became successful merchants.  

The firm of W. A.& G. Maxwell was a family run business co-founded by Wellwood and Alexander 

Maxwell in Liverpool the early 1800s. Their father Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell gave each of them a 

loan of £1000 to start their new business. They were later joined by their youngest brother, George, 

and then by their sister Mary’s son, Maxwell Hyslop, in the business. They were initially an 

importation business trading between Liverpool, the United States and the Caribbean. Alexander 

spent much of his working life in the US and Canada, while the other members of the family were 

based in Liverpool. 

They imported items such as rum, cotton, wood 

and tobacco.  

 

 

In the 1830s, they entered the palm oil trade 

from West Africa as Maxwell & Rotherham, shipping it to the UK to be made into soap and candles, 

and for use as an industrial lubricant, particularly in the railways. Their late entry into the African 

trade is thought to have precluded their involvement in the earlier African slave trade which had 

been dominated before 1807 by just a few large Liverpool businesses, such as those of William Ewart 

and John Gladstone. While these firms also began importing palm oil as a replacement for their 

previous trade in slaves, newer firms such as W. A. & G. Maxwell were also able to get involved in 

the new palm oil trade too.   

There was huge profit to be made from importing palm oil, where it was often possible to achieve 

100% profit on a cargo. W. A. & G. Maxwell became one of the largest palm oil importers in 

Liverpool, and by 1845 were one of the top 6 importers in the UK.  

However, shipping was not always without risk, and ships and cargos were sometime lost 

completely. In 1838 W. A. & G. Maxwell bought the sailing ship, the Monarch, but on 29th August 

1840 it was recorded as ‘totally lost off Tom Shot’s Point, Calabar River.’  

The introduction of large steam powered ships in 1852 saw the end of W. A. & G. Maxwell’s 
involvement in the palm oil trade. 

GORE'S LIVERPOOL GENERAL ADVERTISER                   

27TH JUNE 1827 

GORE'S LIVERPOOL GENERAL ADVERTISER 1ST JAN 1829 

LIVERPOOL MERCANTILE GAZETTE & MYERS'S WEEKLY 

ADVERTISER 10TH SEPT 1827 

https://clydeships.co.uk/view.php?a1PageSize=75&of=&a1Order=Sorter_owner_1&a1Dir=ASC&a1Page=17&ref=24292&vessel=MONARCH
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Wellwood and Alexander retired from the company in 1846, moving back to the Grove. However, 

they continued to be actively involved with the company right up until their deaths in 1867. Their 

brother, George, took over running the company until his death in 1858, when their nephew, 

Maxwell Hyslop (Maxwell) took over as Senior Partner. After his retirement in the 1880s, his eldest 

son, Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior, ran the company in collaboration with his brothers. 

The younger Hyslop Maxwells branched out, 

setting up a subsiduary tobacco importation 

business in London, which was dissolved in 1894.  

 

 

 

 

In 1900, they formed the Maxwell Tobacco Importing Company. The Hyslop Maxwell brothers were 

personal friends of Charles Campbell of the Campbell Company of Louisville, Kentucky, a tobacco 

export company, and this may have led to them setting up this business. In 1921, Charles 

recommended that Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Junior, who was visiting New York, travelled to 

Kentucky to see the tobacco crop for himself. Through their friendship with Charles, the Hyslop 

Maxwells were able to get valuable inside knowledge of the tobacco crops and thus were able to 

position themselves advantageously in the trade. 

W. A. & G. Maxwell were wound up as a company at 

the end of September 1930 when Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell Junior was 68 years old. Maxwell and his wife 

Jessie Bulloch had no children to take on the business.  

It is extremely likely that at least a portion of the 

wealth that was generated by the company ended up 

back in Dumfries area, particularly in the mid to late 

1800s when Wellwood Maxwell and Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell Senior owned the Grove, and the firm of  W. 

A. & G. Maxwell was in its heyday. 

The large and extravagant extensions to the Grove 

mansion house in the 1830s and 1860s would have been funded by profits from the company and 

the wages of the servants employed to run the house and grounds would have been financed by 

company profits. 

Wellwood Maxwell and Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Senior were resident in Liverpool to facilitate the 

running of W. A. & G. Maxwell, but they frequently holidayed at the Grove and later lived there 

permanently once they retired. Their lifestyles while at the Grove were those of extremely wealthy 

country gentlemen. 

  

LONDON GAZETTE  3RD OCT 1930 

THE LONDON GAZETTE 4TH JAN 1895 
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Francis Irving (1576-1633) 
Although only distantly related to Francis Irving, Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell of Barncleugh, 

Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove and members of their family are buried in his grave plot in St 

Michael’s Churchyard, Dumfries.  

Francis moved to Dumfries from Annandale and began a business importing wine from Bordeaux. He 

married Agnes Raining (1572-1633), daughter of Herbert Raining, Provost of Dumfries, who brought 

a large dowry of lands and wealth to the marriage.  

The Irving family married extensively into various Maxwell families over several generations. Francis’ 
daughter, Barbara, married William Maxwell of Gribton, one granddaughter, Agnes Irving, married 

firstly John Maxwell Senior of Barncleugh and secondly, Robert Maxwell of Carnsalloch, another 

daughter, Janet Irving, was the 2nd wife of Alexander Maxwell of Park of Dalbeattie & Terraughty, 

and his great granddaughter, Margaret Irving, married her cousin John Maxwell Junior of 

Barncleugh, son of Agnes Irving and John Maxwell Senior of Barncleugh.  

 

Francis’ son, John, and grandsons, John and Thomas Irving, were all provosts in Dumfries in their 

turn. 

 

It is thought that the Maxwells of Barncleugh obtained Francis’ grave through their descent from 
Agnes Irving, Francis’ granddaughter. The grave had fallen into disrepair but was restored by 
Wellwood Herries Maxwell of Munches, grandson of Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell in the 1830s, 

presumably after the deaths of his grandparents in 1832 and 1833.  

The following is an extract about Francis Irving from Wikitree  

‘The founder and 1st Chieftain of the House of Irving of Dumfries. Born ca 1568. The first of the name 

settled in Dumfries town was Provost Francis Irving (Provost 1621, 1624, 1625, 1626 and 1629, Baillie 

1612, Merchant Burgess of Dumfries 1599 and Deacon of Craft 1609 and MP for Dumfries 1617 and 

1625). 

Second son of the family of Bonshaw. He was educated in France, and on his return to Scotland he 

married the heiress of the Rainings, by whom he acquired a good fortune of houses in Dumfries, with 

burgage, and other lands, part whereof remain yet with his posterity. Francis had sasaine of various 

parts of the 5 merklands of Crustanes at Bridgend of Dumfries under reversion, Alstone’s Croft in 

Troqueer, the ₤4 lands of Mains of Dalswinton under reversion, and the ₤20 lands of Kirkpatrick-

Irongray under reversion. 

 

He it was who first imported into that town wines and spirits thither by sea, having settled some kind 

of correspondence at Bordeaux in France. Upon the sudden arrival of King James VI at Dumfries, 

Provost Irving presided at an entertainment given to his majesty in a large painted hall belonging to 

the Cunninghams. His lady likewise assisted. She came at the head of some matrons, and presented 

his majesty with an Italian broadpiece in gold, according to the usage of the times. At the provost’s 

death a magnificent tomb or monument was erected, embellished with pillars of the Corinthian order, 

gilt capitols, and other ornaments. It was much effaced by Cromwell’s soldiers, coming up from the 

siege of Carlaverock castle, and all the records of the town destroyed they could lay their hands upon.’  

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Irving-1054
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The Grave of Francis Irving & the Maxwells of Barncleugh & 

the Grove 
The combined grave of Francis Irving and of Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell and his family is a large 

imposing structure incorporated into the western boundary wall of St Michael’s Churchyard close to 

the steps of the main entry. 

In February 1829, the minutes of St Michael’s record that Wellwood Maxwell was complaining ‘that 

the alterations of the entrance to Saint Michael's Church and the improvements on the approaches 

through the churchyard have encroached on his burial ground; matter referred to the Burying Ground 

Committee’.   

In September 1833, the architect Thomas Rickman was taken by Wellwood Maxwell to view what he 

called the Maxwell Monument with the intention of having it altered. Rickman then prepared 

designs for it in January 1834.  

Below is an extract from Memorials of St Michael’s by William McDowall 1876:-  

‘The Irving one, like its neighbours, was a wreck 

till about forty years since, when it was tastefully 

repaired; during the interval its lettering has been 

repeatedly renewed by Mr. Thomas Watson, 

monumental mason (many traces of whose skilful 

handicraft are visible in other portions of the 

yard), at the instance of Mr Wellwood Maxwell of 

Munches, whose property it is. At present the 

tomb is in beautiful condition having a strong 

massive aspect with all its antique characteristics 

carefully retained. It consists of a square central 

block and wings, the latter pedimented and 

pillared with arched panels, the whole 

surmounted by a rich entablature. 

Below the moulding of the middle piece runs the 

general inscription: - " Insignum Irvingorum 

Exegesis": 'Ilicis en instar vivus virtute virebam , 

Nunc vireo cælo providus ante solo." A ' curve 

underneath is formed by these words, “Memento 
homo quod cinis es et in cinerem reverteris; " 

below which are the word FI AR broken up by a 

device of skull and cross-bones, and a New 

Testament opened at Luke xx. and 36th with 

angelic figures at each side. The emblems here 

introduced illustrate the inscriptions, “Remember 

O man that thou are dust and that to dust thou shalt return. " The inhabitant of the tomb having 

made this general statement is further supposed to say, I shall become as these mouldering relics of 

mortality, but can yet claim to be “equale to the angels, who are the sonnes of God, being of the 

Resurrectione. ” Then follow the principal epitaphs, two in number, the first running thus— 

“Francisco Irvingo Consuli Charissimo Marito Grata Coniunx Et patri provido pia pignora justa hæc 

Sedjusto longe inferiora sacrarunt Obiit 6 Novemb. 1633 Ætat An. 68.” The epitaph may be translated 

https://info.dumgal.gov.uk/HistoricalIndexes/Home/DisplayDetailedSearchResults_Dumfries_St_Michaels_Kirk_Session
https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=qWQLAAAAYAAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR1&dq=liverpool+Wellwood+Maxwell&ots=dNbe8bnHMr&sig=4K323vdQoHPCST_eJ-LWmBIQjGo&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=liverpool%20Wellwood%20Maxwell&f=false


67 

 

as follows: A grateful spouse and pious children have dedicated to Francis Irving, Consul" (or 

Provost), a very dear husband and prudent father, this monument, which is very inferior to his worth. 

He died 6th November 1633, aged 68 years. Descended from the powerful Annandale house of Irving, 

the burghal syndic here a commemorated founded the Dumfries branch of the family. By marrying 

the daughter of Provost Herbert Raining, he improved his position in the town and increased his 

resources, as his wife brought him a rich dowry of lands and heritages. Well- descended, well 

connected, accomplished, and wealthy, there was no dignity which the Burgh had to give beyond his 

reach; and before long its highest honours were laid at his feet. Francis Irving frequently filled the 

chief magistrate's chair; as representative of Dumfries, he sat in the Parliament of 1617; he became 

about the same period also a favourite at Court, as an evidence of which King James VI. gave him 

bailiary jurisdiction over some Crown property in the district; all the time, however, he carried on 

business as a merchant, in which capacity, it is said, he originated a trade with Bordeaux, for the 

purpose of importing French wines into the Burgh. The “grateful spouse” of the epitaph brought him, 

as it informs us, several children, one of whom, his eldest son, John, was member of Parliament for 

the town in 1630 and 1639, and officiated repeatedly as Provost. Lest the virtues expressed by the 

Latin inscription should, like light under a bushel, be unseen of ordinary men, ane epitaph” in Scotch 

is also given, in which the deceased is represented as saying: “King James at first me Balive named 
Drumfreis oft since me Provest claimed God hast for me ane Crowne reserved. For King and Countrie 

have I served." 

On the back of the monument, 

fronting the street, appear skull, 

cross-bones, and sand-glass, 

proclaiming as it were the 

brevity of human life, and Latin 

words embodying the same 

sentiment with a suitable moral 

lesson. The classical inscription 

runs thus: “Memento Mori. 
Parænesis ad viatorem. Fabella 

bulla nimbus vanitas. Flos fumus 

umbra somnium. Hinc ergo fluxa 

ætatis ecce clepsydra. In ossa 

solvor arida. Incerta certa mortis 

hora te premit Sic vive discas ut 

mori.  

Freely translated, the inscription 

reads as follows: Be mindful of 

death, O traveller! Life is a tale, a bubble, a cloud, a vanity. What have we been but a flower, a 

shadow, á dream? Therefore behold in a sand-glass the flow of our existence. I have crumbled into 

dry dust. Certain is the uncertain hour of death. So live that thou mayest learn to die”.  

The burial-ground of the Irvings now belongs to a family with whom they were closely connected, the 

Barncleugh Maxwells, their head in 1665 having acquired it, we believe, by marrying a daughter of 

John Irving of Friars’ Carse; they are now represented by a most worthy gentleman, Mr. Wellwood 

Herries Maxwell of Munches, Convener of the Stewartry, and its representative in Parliament from 

January 1868 till February 1874. His grandfather, Wellwood Johnstone, a cadet of the Westerhall 

family, Annandale, inherited Barncleugh in 1776, and took the name of Maxwell on the death of 
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James Maxwell of Barncleugh, son of Wellwood's grandfather by his first marriage; and strengthened 

his connection with the parent stem of all the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Maxwells by marrying 

Katherine, daughter of Terraughtie, “The Maxwell's vet’ran chief,” as he is termed by Burns. Both lie 

under the shadow of the Irving monument, and the inscription on the south panel, which tells 

truthfully of their numerous virtues, affords us also a glimpse of protracted connubial happiness such 

as falls to the lot of few. We quote the epitaph entire: 

 

“By this stone are laid the remains of 

Wellwood Maxwell of Barncleuch, who 

was born 29th Octr. , 1747, and who 

died 11th June, 1833. Pious without 

ostentation, religious without 

intolerance, he sought to do his duty to 

God without offending men. A good and 

kind father, he deserved the respect and 

secured the affection of his numerous 

family. In friendship constant and 

sincere, in social intercourse affable, 

hospitable, humane. He passed thro' life 

in cordial union during 55 years with 

Catherine Maxwell, his beloved wife, 

daughter of John Maxwell of 

Terraughtie & Munches, who born in 

April, 1754, died 26th November, 1832, 

and lies interred beside him. A lady of a 

vigorous and active mind, obliging, 

courteous. charitable; supporting her 

husband throughout in every religious, 

parental, and social duty; and like him 

leaving this life esteemed, beloved, 

regretted.”  
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On the north panel there is an inscription in memory of 

two estimable sons of the wedded pair who lie beside 

them — Wellwood Maxwell of The Grove, died 27th June 

1867, aged 81 , and Alexander Maxwell of Glengaber, died 

9th March of the same year, aged 80 ; and of other 

descendants, including a grandson, George Maxwell, born 

at Liverpool, 22d April, 1834, and unfortunately drowned 

while angling in the river Ken, 21st September, 1854.’ 

The northern panel also commemorates Wellwood 

Maxwell’s younger brother, James (aged 16) and sister, 
Margaret (aged 8) and his nephew Thomas (aged 1), 

another son of his brother George. These sandstone 

panels on either side of the Francis Irving panel are 

presumably made to the design of Thomas Rickman as 

stated in his diaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

On the ground in front of the main panels are 3 large 

horizontal sandstone slabs. One each for Wellwood, 

Alexander and their nephew George, with their initials 

and the dates of their deaths.  

 

 

 

 

There is also a much smaller 4th horizontal sandstone 

slab in the right-hand corner, dedicated to Jean 

Maxwell, daughter of Robert Maxwell, London, who 

died 30th Jan 1765. There is no indication of how Jean 

is related to the other Maxwells. 

 

Given the fame and high standing of Francis Irving, and the prominence of his grave in St Michael’s 
Churchyard, it may not seem surprising that the Maxwells of Barncleugh chose to be buried in the 

same monumental grave. 

The grave was also visited by Alexander Curle on his tour of Dumfries on 28th May 1912 and he 

recorded the following in his diary. 

https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/rcahms-archives/curle-diaries/curle-diary-11/6
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‘A short distance further from the gate on the same side is another architectural tomb of larger 

dimensions. On either side of a large central panel with a semicircular panel resting 

on it are two (?) composite columns supporting an entablature and pediment. The inscription in relief 

on the central panel has been recut and reads "Francisco Irvingo consuli charissimo marito grata 

conjunx et patri provido pia pignora justa hsec sed longe inferiora sac::rarunt obiit 6 Novemb. 1633. 

cetat. an 68. 

                       Ane Epitaphe 

King James at first me balive named Dumfreis oft since me provest clamed God hast for me ane 

croune reserved For King and countrie have I served. Around the arc of the semicircle runs the legend 

"Memento homo quod cinis es et in cinerem reverteris" with the date 1633 above in the centre 

[inserted note 1] Along the frieze of the central section of the monument is inscribed. "Insignum 

Irvingorum exegesis Felicis en instar vivus virtute virebam, nunc vireo coelo providus ante solo." In 

the frieze to left and right respectively in panels enclosed in foliageous ornament are respectively the 

initials FI and A.R. Within the pillars on either side are comparatively modern inscriptions 

commemorating members of the family of Maxwell of "The Grove".  

This monument much resembles the Ewart tomb in St. Cuthberts Churchyard Kirkcudbright.’ 

  

CURLE DIARY NO.11 
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Architects of the Grove 

 

Thomas Rickman 1776-1841 
Thomas Rickman was the architect employed by Wellwood 

Maxwell of the Grove to design a large extension to the 18th 

century house already on the site. 

Thomas was the son of a Quaker apothecary from 

Maidenhead, who wanted him to become a doctor. However, 

Thomas went into commerce instead and became a corn 

merchant in London. He married his 1st cousin, Lucy, in 1804 

but the marriage was not sanctioned by the Quakers who did 

not allow such close relatives to marry, and both were 

disowned.  

Thomas’ business failed in 1807 leaving him with large debts 
and he moved to Liverpool, taking a job with an insurance 

broker. Lucy died at around this time and Thomas became 

deeply depressed. He began to take long country walks and 

developed an interest in medieval architecture. He classified 

window tracery and other features into Norman, Early 

English, Decorated English and Perpendicular English, a classification which was then followed by 

later architects. There are listed in his series of 57 diaries which are now kept in the R.I.B.A. Library.  

He gave a series of lectures on Medieval architecture in 1811 after joining a Philosophical Society in 

Liverpool, and in 1812 he wrote an account of the history of Chester Cathedral and the first 

systematic article on Gothic architecture in England.  

He went on to write other books on architecture. 

He was elected as a Fellow of the Society of 

Antiquaries in 1829 and was an early member of 

the British Association for the Advancement of 

Science. He used the elementary scientific 

method to demonstrate that all English medieval 

architecture conforms to an essential stylistic 

sequence.  

In 1812, he began showing his architectural 

drawings at the annual Liverpool Academy exhibitions and in 1814-16, helped John Cragg to design 

and build a Gothic church in Everton, as well as 2 other churches. He also helped the builder-

architect John Slater to remodel Scarisbrick Hall in Lancashire in the Gothic style. 

In 1817, he opened his own architect’s office in Liverpool. By 1820 he had become one of the busiest 
architects in England, having gained the patronage of the Church Building Commissioners. He later 

opened a 2nd office in Birmingham, taking Henry Hutchinson as a partner.  

As well as designing the Grove in 1825, he completed a design for Terraughtie House in the same 

year, although this does not seem to have been built. 

 

THOMAS RICKMAN (FROM  BIOGRAPHICAL 

DICTIONARY OF BRITISH & IRISH 

ARCHITECTS 1800-1950) 

ST JAMES CHRONICLE 19TH MAY 1842 

https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=202417
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/rickman-thomas
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/rickman-thomas
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/rickman-thomas
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He became unwell in 1835 and died in 1841 at the age of 

64. He is buried in St George’s in Birmingham, where his 
friends erected a monument to him in 1845.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Dick Peddie (1824-1891) 
In 1869 the architect firm of Peddie & Kinnear were 

employed by Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell to extensively 

redesign the Grove House.  

John and his twin brother, William, were born in 

Edinburgh. After being articled to David Rhind, he started 

his own architect’s business in 1845 and quickly became 
successful. He was a founder member of the Architectural 

Institute of Scotland in 1850.  

He married Euphemia Lockhart More in 1851 and it was 

her father that helped him to secure business with the 

Royal Bank of Scotland. Nearly all their branches between 

1854 and 1857 were designed by Peddie in the Palazzo 

form and this gained him a nationwide reputation.  

The firm of Peddie & Kinnear was formed in 1856 and 

were extremely prolific and successful with their designs, 

particularly for major public buildings.  

He retired in 1879 and won the seat for Kilmarnock in 

1880 as a Liberal. At Westminster he represented the 

interests of Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 

FROM THE NATIONAL GALLERIES SCOTLAND 

LEAMINGTON SPA COURIER 2ND APRIL 1892 

https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=200119
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/67468/john-dick-peddie-1824-1891-muckerach-house-invernessshire-architect-member-parliament-b
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He co-founded the Scottish American Trust and formed the Scottish American Land Co. in 1880. He 

was also involved with the United States Mortgage Company of Scotland, the American General 

Mortgage & Investments Corporation Ltd, the Scottish & New Zealand Co, the Colonial & Investment 

Co in New Zealand, the Scottish Investment Trust, Pollock Patents, the Grass Valley Gold Co. in the 

USA and the Australian Gold Extracting Co. He became seriously ill in 1890 and died in 1891. 

 

Charles George Hood Kinnear (1830-1894) 
Charles was born in Fife into a wealthy family. His father was 

part of the Thomas Kinnear & Co banking family, and his 

mother was heiress to the Drum Estate in Dunbartonshire. 

His brother, John Boyd Kinnear, was a politician and radical 

journalist.  

He was a skilled photographer and invented the 1st bellows 

camera in 1857, co-founding the Photographic Society for 

Scotland. In late 2022, his photograph album of historic 

photos of Edinburgh sold at auction for £85000, when it had 

expected to fetch £4000.  

As an architect he was skilled in ‘Old Scots’, a style required 
for the development of Cockburn St in Edinburgh. He joined 

the office of John Dick Peddie, firstly on a part-time basis and 

then full time in 1856.  

He inherited a large number of Edinburgh houses and the 

Drum Estate, and this landed status brought connections for 

country house designs, particularly in Dumfries and 

Galloway. It was here that he met his wife, Jessie Jane 

Maxwell (1845-1937), granddaughter of John Herries 

Maxwell of Munches and a relative of Maxwell Hyslop 

Maxwell of the Grove, whom he married in 1868.  

As part of the firm of Peddie & Kinnear, he was employed by Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell Senior to 

redesign the Grove house in 1869. 

He died of a sudden heart attack in 1894, and as a colonel in the Midlothian County Artillery 

Volunteer Brigade, was given one of the largest military funerals ever seen in Edinburgh. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARLES GEORGE HOOD KINNEAR (FROM THE 

DICTIONARY OF SCOTTISH ARCHITECTS) 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/people/earliest-edinburgh-portraits-sell-for-more-than-20-times-auction-price-3861158
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Walter Fitzgerald Knox Lyon (1844-1894) 
Walter was the younger brother of Phoebe Lyon, wife of 

Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell of the Grove. He was articled to 

Peddie & Kinnear and probably assisted them with their 

Dumfries & Galloway commissions. He had his own 

practice in Edinburgh by 1867, but also kept a business 

address at the Grove to help deal with any business in 

Dumfries & Galloway. By 1876 he had an office at 

Lincoln’s Inn Fields in London, although he did little 
business after this time. In 1883 he married Isabella 

Towers-Clark, and was involved with Volumes 3-5 of The 

Castellated & Domestic Architecture of Scotland.  

He made numerous sketches of 16th and 17th century 

Scottish houses which are an important record of the condition of those houses at that time. The 

sketch of Caerlaverock Castle to the right was completed in 1869, around the time that Walter 

would have been working in Dumfries & Galloway.  

 

Matthew Purdon Smith (1893/4-1955)  
Matthew was employed by the Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary in 1938 to design alterations to 

the Grove to adapt it into an auxiliary hospital.  

He was the son of a farmer and opened his first practice in Lockerbie in 1922, moving to Castle St in 

Dumfries in 1926. He mainly worked on small domestic, commercial and farm estate designs but he 

had a few bigger clients including the Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary, the Caledonian Bus Co 

and the Edinburgh & Dumfriesshire Dairy Co. 

In 1946 he took over the larger firm of Bowie & Barbour and built many post-war housing schemes 

in Dalbeattie, Dumfries and Lockerbie. 

 

Lawrence Wren (1907-1990) 
Lawrence was born in Cumbria and served his articles with J. Foster, the Cumberland County 

Architect, while taking a Building Trades Course at the Carlisle Technical School & School of 

Chemistry.  

He worked for the Kent County Council designing schools, libraries and hospitals between 1928 and 

1931. In 1931 he became the senior assistant to Major W. H. Robinson, Kent County Architect and 

undertook a tour of France to study design and town planning that year. He was a member of the SE 

Society of Architects Design Club in 1929-31 and was also a part-time lecturer in Building 

Construction & Sanitary Science at the Maidstone Technical Institute in 1932-36. 

In 1936 he moved to Dumfries to become the chief assistant to Matthew Purdon Smith where he 

helped to design the conversion of the Grove to a hospital in 1938. 

He later went on to work for the Newcastle Regional Hospital Board, before retiring in 1968. 

CAERLAVEROCK CASTLE BY WALTER LYON 1869 (FROM 

CANMORE) 

https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=200353
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/2176888
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/2176888
https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=203809
https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=403619
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Maps of Terregles, Riddings, Barncleugh & The Grove 
 

These maps show the increasing importance of the Grove over time. 

  

Pont’s map shows the 

location of Riddings farm to 

the NE of Dumfries. The 

church at Irongray is named 

as the Kirk of Arngra to the 

NW of the Riddings. Neither 

Barncleugh nor the Grove 

appear on this map which 

predates the acquisition of 

the Barncleugh Estate by 

John Maxwell I in 1638. 

 

 

 

Blaeu’s map again shows the location of Riddings between the 
Irongray church (K.of Arngra) and the Castle of Terregles (Cast. 

Of Toregills). John Maxwell Junior inherited Barncleugh in 1665. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Riddings is absent from Moll’s map, and 

neither Barncleugh nor the Grove appear 

either. Barncleugh was owned by James 

Maxwell Senior who inherited it in 1689. 

 

 

TIMOTHY PONT NITHSDALE PONT 35 1583 – 1614 

BLAEU MAJOR ATLAS VOL. 6 1662-1665 

HERMAN MOLL THE SHIRE OF DUMFRIES OR NITHISDALE 

1745 

https://maps.nls.uk/rec/298
https://maps.nls.uk/view/405
https://maps.nls.uk/view/00000268
https://maps.nls.uk/view/00000268
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Ainslie’s 1797 map show that the Grove has appeared on the map, as has Barncleugh. Riddings is still 

present. Maxwell Esq. 

is also marked below 

the location of the 

Grove, showing the 

importance of its 

owner. At this date, 

this would have 

referred to Wellwood 

Johnstone Maxwell. 

The Grove is indicated 

by 2 large buildings, 

the upper one is the 

house, while the lower 

one indicates the 

outbuildings. The 

outline of the house 

indicates a rectangular 

building. This house would have been the original 18th century one and perhaps indicates that it was 

built by Wellwood Johnstone Maxwell after he inherited the Barncleugh Estate in 1778.  It is listed 

solely as Grove, not the Grove. 

 

 

 

 

Ainslie’s 1821 map still shows the 

Grove, Riddings and Barncleugh. The 

Grove house would still have been 

the original 18th century one at this 

time and again is listed as Grove. The 

Grove was now owned by Wellwood 

Maxwell, but this predates his large 

extension to the house. 

 

 

 

JOHN AINSLIE STEWARTRY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT 1797 

JOHN AINSLIE’S MAP OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF SCOTLAND 1821 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/216442614
https://maps.nls.uk/view/74400286
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By 1886, Bartholomew’s map shows that the 

Grove seems to have become more important than 

either Barncleugh or Riddings and is now called 

The Grove, rather than just Grove. By this time, it 

belonged to Maxwell Hyslop Maxwell and his 1869 

extension would have been constructed. Riddings 

has disappeared from the map. 

 

 

 

 

This early 20th Century OS map is from 

around the time the Church family were 

living at the Grove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1938 the Grove was purchased by 

the Dumfries & Galloway Royal 

Infirmary and had become an 

Auxiliary Hospital as marked on this 

1954 OS map. 

 

 

BARTHOLOMEW’S REDUCED ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS 

COUNTY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT SHEET 29 1886 

OS 1 IN TO THE MILE SCOTLAND 3RD EDITION MAXWELLTOWN 

1903-1912 

OS 1:25000 OUTLINE SERIES OF GREAT BRITAIN NX97-B 1954 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/216546987
https://maps.nls.uk/view/216546987
https://maps.nls.uk/view/216390450
https://maps.nls.uk/view/216390450
https://maps.nls.uk/view/207347243
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By 1965 it appears that several smaller buildings have been 

constructed in the grounds to the north of the Hospital. 

The name of the Grove has been lost on this OS map. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

On the latest OS map of Dumfries, the name of the Grove 

House has been changed to Drummond House and the name 

‘The Grove’ is now associated with the converted 

outbuildings and newer houses on the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OS 1 INCH TO THE MILE 7TH SERIES SHEET 74 DUMFRIES-B 

1965 

1OS 1:25000 EXPLORER MAP 

NITHSDALE & DUMFRIES 321 (ANDROID 

APP VERSION, 2023) 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/197237513
https://maps.nls.uk/view/197237513
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Lochanhead House, Lochrutton 
by Samantha Oakley  

 

 

FROM HERE HTTPS://WWW.VIEWDUMFRIESANDGALLOWAY.CO.UK/VIEW-

ITEM?I=7706&WINID=1684682534233#.ZASHDOZP1QI  

 

 

“WRECK OF THE WEEK” IN 2016 

Lochanhead House (DG2 8GB) lies SW of Dumfries just off the road to Kirkcudbright (A711). It is close to 

Lochanhead, a hamlet. 

 

A particularly useful source is the history of the McCulloch family - Janet Brown was a 

McCulloch and there is reference to “Ardwall Papers” which may have her diary and a lot 
more information: https://www.scribd.com/doc/79659006/McCulloch-Family-in-Galloway# 

(p.465ff) 

The link to Ardwall: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jameson,_Lord_Ardwall via 

Janet’s daughter Christian who got the title and married Andrew Jameson 

 

https://www.viewdumfriesandgalloway.co.uk/view-item?i=7706&WINID=1684682534233#.ZASHdOzP1QI
https://www.viewdumfriesandgalloway.co.uk/view-item?i=7706&WINID=1684682534233#.ZASHdOzP1QI
https://www.scribd.com/doc/79659006/McCulloch-Family-in-Galloway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jameson,_Lord_Ardwall
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Canmore 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/351926  

“20-10-2016 This 19th century manor house on three floors was set in 5 acres of grounds - since reduced by 

three building plots. Sited on a raised platform at the front entrance the rear and side doors are at ground 

level. The grounds included grass and hard tennis courts as well as an arboretum of trees from the 'plant 

hunters' including an Abies Grandis Lindl and Sequoia. During WW2 it housed Polish servicemen. The house 

had stables and a walled garden (sold off before 1953). There was a parquet floored hall, nice cornices and 

plenty of useful cupboards. After being sold in 1970 it was a hotel for some years. Currently Lochanhead 

House is for sale as 'derelict' (2016) but the local Council has so far refused to allow it to be demolished. 

Contributed by anamikaecosse” 

There are also various photos on Canmore. 

The earliest reference I could find for the history of the house is found in the “Ardwell Papers”: 

“John Brown retired from business in 1866 and took his wife and three daughters to live at Lochanhead. The 

small existing house was enlarged and there the three daughters were married” 

This suggests that there was a small house there prior to 1866 but I have not been able to find any mention 

of it. There is mention of a farm at Lochanhead on this record for 1758 but not been able to consult: 

https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/details.aspx?reference=RHP83388&  

The 1862 County Directory of Scotland has “Lochanhead House, Dumfries (5) J. Gordon Brown” which is 
earlier, but the same man, so perhaps he owned it then. 

John Gordon Brown (1814-1903) 

Also from the Ardwell papers: 

“Her husband was John Gordon Brown, a merchant in Liverpool. He came of a Cumberland family, at one 

time in the village of Caldbeck, where the family gravestone lies next to that of John Peel, the celebrated 

huntsman. They acquired interests in Jamaica and John’s father owned the Carlton Estate there. John himself 
was born there on 8 December 1814 and was, for a time, in his early days, in the island.” 

Caldbeck is on the most northern edge of the Lake District.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO OF JOHN GORDON BROWN, FROM 

THE NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY = 

UNKNOWN PHOTOGRAPHER, 1860S 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/351926
https://canmore.org.uk/mycanmore/activity/19435
https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/details.aspx?reference=RHP83388&
https://archive.org/details/countydirectoryo1872edin/page/260/mode/2up?q=%22Lochanhead+House%22
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There is a Christening record for a John Gordon Brown in Trelawney, Jamaica (home of Usain Bolt!) in 19 

April 1916, son of Jonathan Brown and Ann Brown. 

He is mentioned in connection with the slave trade: record of Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British 

Slavery which has a bio https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146630599  

“Counterclaimant as an infant [i.e. under the age of majority] by guardian for three enslaved people in 

Falmouth, Trelwaney. Almost certainly the John Gordon Brown merchant born Jamaica who was a partner in 

Boyd Edwards and Brown of Liverpool until 1851, who was still in Liverpool in 1861 but then appears at 

Lochenhead House, Lochrutton, Kircudbrightshire in 1871 and 1881. The 1901 Scotland census shows a man 

of the same name at the same address but gives his age as 36, possibly a mistranscription for 86.” 

[I cannot find any trace of the company Boyd Edwards and Brown] 

In 1850 John married Janet McCulloch: “Janet McCulloch was born on 17 May 1817 and had the distinction 

of being the only one of a large family of 13 who married.” Was Janet his connection to Scotland?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1851 Census - not found 

1861 Census? - not found 

The memorial to Janet Brown in Gatehouse of Fleet suggests they moved there in 1866 (see below). 

1871 Census 

John Gordon Brown, age 56 

With his wife Janet (age 53) and daughter Agnes Annie (age 16) and 4 servants 

1880 August - from the Dumfries and Galloway Standard: Lochend Children’s Excursion “shortly thereafter 
set off in carts placed at their disposal by farmer. in the district. On reaching Lochanhead House the party, 

under the guidance of Mr Forsyth, walked through the garden and hothouses, with the appearance of which 

all seemed highly delighted, and as they passed the house showed their appreciation of Mr Brown's kindness 

by giving three hearty cheers.” 

PHOTO OF JANET BROWN, FROM THE 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY = UNKNOWN 

PHOTOGRAPHER, 1860S 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146630599
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1881 Census 

First name(s) Last name Relationship Marital Sex Age Birth year Occupation Birth place 

status 

John Gordon Brown Head Married Male 55  1826 Retired Jamaica, 

merchant  West Indies 

Janet Brown Wife Married Female 63  1818 - Edinburgh, 

Midlothian, 

Scotland 

Marcella Gellard Servant Unmarried Female 40  1841 Cook Kilmuir, 

Argyllshire, 

Scotland 

Janet Kirk Servant Unmarried Female 41  1840 Dairymaid Mouswald, 

Dumfriesshire, 

Scotland 

Mary Chalmers Servant Unmarried Female 27  1854 Housemaid Lochmaben, 

Dumfriesshire, 

Scotland 

1882 The Slater's Royal National Commercial Directory of Scotland has Lt. Col. Cliff McCulloch at Lochanhead 

House (Private Residence) and also reference to John Copland, gamekeeper to Lady Ardwall (Commercial).  

On 23rd May 1883 Janet Brown died. She was 66. She was buried at Lochrutton. There is a memorial to Janet 

in Gatehouse of Fleet which says “In loving remembrance of Janet Brown, daughter of James Murray 
McCulloch  of Ardwall and Hills, and wife of John Gordon Brown, Lochanhead, born May 17th 1817. Entered 

into rest March 25th 1887. She lived in his parish for seventeen years from 1866 to 1883 and ever joined in” 

1891 Census 

John Gordon Brown, age 76 with a cook and two housemaids 

1901 Census 

Death of John Gordon Brown: 25th May 1903 and he was buried at Lochrutton (plot 212b). There is a record 

of his burial stone here: “John Gordon BROWN former merchant, Liverpool b Jamaica 8.12.1814 d 
Lochanhead 25.5.1903. w Janet (3rd da of Jas Murray McCULLOCH of Ardwell & Hills) 17.5.1817 23.5.1883, 

etc.” 

The notice in the paper says he died in the house. 

 

 

 

 

https://archive.org/details/slatersroyalnati1921dire/page/1074/mode/2up?q=%22Lochanhead+House%22
http://www.gatehouse-folk.org.uk/detailpage.asp?d=122&ID=12
http://www.gatehouse-folk.org.uk/detailpage.asp?d=122&ID=12
http://www.jamaicanfamilysearch.com/Members/Miscot3.htm
http://www.jamaicanfamilysearch.com/Members/Miscot3.htm
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Later History of the House 

Sir Robert Reid, 1st Earl Loreburn 

1903 Newspaper references to Sir Robert Reid making arrangements to become the tenant (MP for Dumfries 

Burgs). His wife - Lady Reid - died at the house in 1904.  

He has a long and illustrious career: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Reid,_1st_Earl_Loreburn and also 

an uploaded PDF of a more in-depth article 

 

1909 A daughter born to wife of Alexander Moir at the house (4th September) 

1914 References to a Mr (Alexander?) and Mrs Moir there 

1925 September A “distressing shooting accident” for Mr Hallett 

“FATHER SEES SON SHOT. A fatal shooting accident has occurred at Lochrutton, near Dumfries. Mr Hallett, 
the shooting tenant of the Lochanhead House, who lives at Heaton Mersey, Manchester was out shooting 

along with his two sons and a gamekeeper. One of the sons, Richard Edgar Hallett. youth of about 

eighteen, was seen to fall to the ground. His father rushed forward, to find that his son had been killed 

owing to the accidental discharge of the the youth was carrying.”  
(Hull Daily Mail and many other newspapers including Ireland and Scotland) 

On 22nd Dec 1925 the youth had his will in the paper: 

“Richard Edgar Hallett , jun . f of Bcamins Terrace , l ' riestnall Road , Heaton , Mersey , Lanes ., and of 
Lochanhead' House , Dumfries . Net personalty . £ 13 , 504 ; gross £ 14 , 425 .” 

1932 The Transactions Of The Highland and Agricultural Society Of Scotland has a member Major James 

Edward Galbraith, D.S.O. (= Distinguished Service Order) at Lochanhead House 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Reid,_1st_Earl_Loreburn
https://liberalhistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/90-Dutton-Liberalisms-radical-lord-chancellor.pdf
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The Who’s Who 1932 has a full entry for him with his extensive military history: 

 

Him and his wife (Mrs J.E.E. Galbraith) attend an Officers Ball in Dumfries 

1939 At this time Lochanhead railway station closed to passengers: 

https://www.railscot.co.uk/locations/L/Lochanhead/  

1940s Canmore says “During WW2 it housed Polish servicemen” = this is plausible but I can’t find any 
references for this at all? Nothing here https://www.polishforcesinbritain.info/Locations.htm 

1940 Newspaper searches show General Sir Andrew J. McCulloch and wife there = she had left by later that 

year, but there are references to them still there in 1945? 

June 1941 Mrs Nielsen of Lochanhead House gives a talk on “rural life in Norway” to Lochrutton WI 

1843 Faith Henry had distinction in Shorthand and 1948 Wedding announcement has Mr & Mrs David Henry 

of Lochanhead House  

1950s Canmore has family photos of the house, these are hard to see in detail. 

1960s “Who was who” 1961-1970 has William Edward Russell HENDRY living at Lochanhead House (died 

18/3/1965) = the phone number was Lochfoot 291 

1970s on: Hotel (until 1998) 

NB The Internet Archive https://archive.org/ has multiple mentions of the house in its hotel days with 

adverts for game-shooting, horse riding etc. I did not chase them all down but highlight a few mentions 

below: 

1974 Horse and Pony advertises pony trekking from the hotel  

https://archive.org/details/sim_horse-and-pony_1974-01_3_12/page/20/mode/2up?q=Lochanhead 

1978 The Guinness Book of Answers notes that Lochanhead House has a Grand Fir with (presumably the UK 

biggest) girth of 19 3/4 ft / 6m = this is also mentioned in Alan Mitchell’s Trees of Britain 
https://archive.org/details/alanmitchellstre0000mitc/page/18/mode/2up?q=Lochanhead with an “untidy, 
open crown” 140/22ft. “It is not known how such an early specimen came to be planted on its own in this 

small garden” 

 

 

https://www.railscot.co.uk/locations/L/Lochanhead/
https://www.polishforcesinbritain.info/Locations.htm
https://archive.org/
https://archive.org/details/sim_horse-and-pony_1974-01_3_12/page/20/mode/2up?q=Lochanhead
https://archive.org/details/guinnessbookofan0000unse_i1z7/page/34/mode/2up?q=Lochanhead
https://archive.org/details/alanmitchellstre0000mitc/page/18/mode/2up?q=Lochanhead


90 

 

 

 

1987 Advert from the local paper: Mrs D Dalton is the owner 

 

 

May 1998 Advert 

 

This must be close to it closing for good? 

Wreck of the Week (2016 blog post, see below) quotes: “Anne worked in the Lochanhead House Hotel, 

Lochfoot for a few years then in 1989 she took over the lease and with the help of Betty ran it as a hotel, bar 

and guest house for 9 years. Betty used to love chatting to all the guests and regulars and both she and Anne 

did all the cooking and baking themselves. They employed quite a few local young people for waiting duties 

and were always busy doing meals at the weekend... The bar would get quite busy at the weekend with the 

regulars coming in to play pool or darts or just for a pint. They let out five bedrooms which were mainly taken 

by travelling salesmen. Anne and Betty used to have a barbeque every summer and on their last day before 

leaving in July 1998 had the final one and all the regulars came along.  It must have been a sad day for Anne 

and Betty as they had made a lot of friends over the years.” 
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After the hotel closed - present 

Land Registry Records https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/KRK3943  

26/3/02 The house was purchased for £150,000 

? It was on the market again in 2008 ? 

2014 Planning application for 5 houses = refused 

Owner is Yvonne Cryan = as stated on planning documents  

2015 Planning permission refused to destroy the house and build 2 new houses 

1:56:58 6. Lochanhead House, Lochfoot – Refusal of Planning Permission in principle for demolition of 

existing dwellinghouse, erection of 2 dwellinghouses, installation of septic tank and improvement of 

existing access (14/P/2/0372) 

https://youtu.be/UuvznRfnptw?t=7018 

2016 September - first post on “Wreck of the Week” 

“Above and below is a five bed house at Lochanhead, five miles from Dumfries, sent to me by reader 

Wendy. Three reception rooms, games room, bar, halls and kitchen downstairs, five bedrooms (four en-

suite) on the first floor and four attic rooms above - this was definitely once a party house! 

Large gardens (though how much land isn't clear). And a lovely, airy hole in the roof:” 

“The agent, GGM&W, describes the 19th Century house as "derelict and in need of total renovation" and 

suggests that the buyer may choose to demolish the (unlisted) building and start again. Which might make 

it, at offers over £150k a rather pricey bit of land. And a waste of a lovely building.” 

2016 October - 2nd blog post about “Wreck of the Week” 

“Helen wrote to say that she and her husband have tried to view the property several times in the five 
years it's been on the market: 

The owner of Lochanhead is an elderly lady who has given directions that only a cash buyer can view the 

house - we have tried to go and view several times...but excuses have been made as to why we couldn't, 

with the last being refused as we are not cash buyers. We were hoping to go and survey what work needed 

done but that hasn't been possible.  

She notes that five years ago, when the property went onto the market, the building still had all its 

windows and roof so dereliction has been "quite quick".” 

18/4/17 The house was purchased for £125,000.  

Sold for £125,000 in April (source: EPSC) as “Lochanhead House Hotel” & also shown on Land Register 
(https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/) . https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/KRK3943  

New owner may be Audrey Dakin, Edinburgh from the planning documents: she is a conservation expert 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/audrey-dakin-2455ab33/?originalSubdomain=uk  

2019 Planning permission for a garage 19/0659/FUL 

2020 Work had started on the garage 

 

 

 

https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/KRK3943
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuvznRfnptw&t=7018s
https://youtu.be/UuvznRfnptw?t=7018
https://www.wreckoftheweek.co.uk/2016/09/two-derelict-and-lovely-scottish.html
https://www.wreckoftheweek.co.uk/2016/10/lochanhead-house-dumfries-update.html
https://espc.com/property/lochanhead-house-hotel-lochanhead-dumfries-dg2-8jb/35527996
https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/
https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/KRK3943
https://www.linkedin.com/in/audrey-dakin-2455ab33/?originalSubdomain=uk
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From the latest photos on Google Maps (2021), it looks like restoration is in progress! 

 

 

A happy ending? 
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Historic Maps 

Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland (maps.nls.uk) 

 

1885-1900 

 

 

1892-1960 
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1892-1949 
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Cumloden, Minnigaff 
by Anne-Marie Cade 
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Other Volumes in the Series 

 

Volume 1: Anwoth to Borgue  

Cardoness House, Anwoth 

The Holme, Balmaclellan 

Balmaghie House, Balmaghie 

Hensol House, Balmaghie 

Laurieston Hall, Balmaghie 

Slogarie House, Balmaghie 

Borgue Old House, Borgue 

Senwick House, Borgue 

 

Volume 2: Colvend & Southwick to Kelton 

Southwick House, Colvend and Southwick 

Glenlochar House, Crossmichael 

Castledykes, Dumfries 

Stroquhan House, Dunscore 

Physgill House, Glasserton 

Ravenstone Castle, Glasserton 

Dildawn House, Kelton 

Lochbank, Kelton 

 

Volume 3: Kirkcudbright to Kirkmichael 

Ardendee, Kirkcudbright  

Balmae House, Kirkcudbright 

Fludha, Kirkcudbright 

Janefield, Kirkcudbright 

Marks, Kirkcudbright 

Neptune Park, Kirkcudbright 

Barnbarroch, Kirkinner 

Logan House, Kirkmaiden 

Over Courance, Kirkmichael 

 

Volume 4: Kirkpatrick Irongray to 

Minnigaff 

The Grove, Kirkpatrick Irongray 

Lochanhead House, Lochrutton 

Cumloden, Minnigaff 

 

Volume 5: Parton to Portpatrick 

Corsock House, Parton 

Glenlaggan, Parton 

Mochrum Park, Penninghame 

Dunskey House, Portpatrick 

 

Volume 6: Tongland to Twynholm 

Argrennan House, Tongland 

Bogra House, Tongland 

Broomlands, Troqueer 

Goldielea, Troqueer 

Mabie House, Troqueer 

Barwhinnock House, Twynholm 

 

Volume 7: Twynholm to Urr 

Cumstoun House, Twynholm 

Largs House, Twynholm 

Castlewigg, Whithorn 

Spottes Hall, Urr 
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