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Introduction 

The Building Biographies project recruited volunteers to undertake research into some of the large country 

houses within Galloway1. These imposing buildings have borne witness to centuries of history, standing 

through changing eras and shifting social and economic climates. Their walls have enclosed the lives of many, 

their grounds the lives of many more and they have fulfilled a variety of needs from homes, hospitals and 

schools, to war rooms and tourist attractions. 

The decision to focus on country houses stemmed from their longevity and assorted histories: their status 

and sheer size making them notable features in the landscape which inspire the imagination and curiosity of 

locals and visitors alike. These are buildings which appear frequently in our landscape but their histories 

often remain unknown to the public. Many have been demolished or stand as ruins: a resource that 

disappears a little more with each passing decade. 

For the project, each volunteer was given their own specific house to research, piecing together timelines 

from their initial construction through to how they stand today. Initially, the selection of houses to research 

was driven by location, with the catchment area of the Galloway Glens being the focus. Second to this, the 

aim was to avoid any that had already been subject to a significant amount of research. The resulting 

selection included houses that were still in use, ruinous or even demolished, featuring a variety of functions 

dating back to the 19th century or earlier. 

As more volunteers signed up, however, the study area expanded to include all of Galloway (and even a few 

from Dumfriesshire) and the biggest influence came from the preferences of the volunteers themselves; 

many had specific areas or even houses that had already piqued their interest and so the list grew to 

encompass a sporadic mix of country houses from across the region.  

Each researcher was given a Guidance Note outlining the main resources available online. People could visit 

their local library or archive centre but the choice of online resources kept the project open to anyone who 

might face constraints in attending such places in person. 

By the end of the project, 32 volunteers submitted their findings as summary reports, which covered 42 

country houses across Galloway. The volunteers included people from Dumfries and Galloway, Ayrshire, 

Glasgow and America. Their results revealed stories of the people who designed, lived and worked within 

these houses, stories which reflect both local history and connections to far-flung places during times of 

peace and war. 

The volunteers’ research has revealed the importance of recording these histories, and the origins of many 
bring to light a legacy that is not always acknowledged. After the abolition of slavery within the British 

Empire, the Slave Compensation Act of 1837 authorised a commission to manage the distribution of £20 

million to compensate slave owners in the British colonies for the freeing of slaves.2 Not all, but many of 

these country houses were initially funded with profits from slavery, with several connections to plantations 

in Jamaica. 

It is important to record all aspects of our history and these houses seem able to reveal both the good and 

bad from our collective past. The passion and commitment shown by the volunteers in uncovering the stories 

of these houses has been inspiring, and they have created an impressive record which will be shared for 

many years to come. 

Claire Williamson

 
1 The Building Biographies project was undertaken in February to April 2023 as part of ‘Can You Dig It’, the community 
archaeology project of the Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership. Galloway Glens was a five-year initiative funded by the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, and ‘Can You Dig It’ was match funded by Historic Environment Scotland and delivered by 

Rathmell Archaeology. 
2 The Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery contains a database of their records - 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/details/
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Locations of houses researched during the Building Biographies Project – red marks the houses reported in this volume 

Southwick House 

Glenlochar House 

Castledykes 

Stroquhan House 

Physgill House 

Ravenstone Castle 

Dildawn House Lochbank 
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Southwick House, Colvend and Southwick 

by Lawrence Holden 
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Glenlochar House, Crossmichael 

by Caroline Reeves 

 

Glenlochar House timeline 

(Italics used for Danevale Park items) 

1793? Glenlochar House - then known as Glenlochar Lodge - built (according to previous owners) 

1795 Danevale Park Estate built (late Georgian country house) 

Glenlochar House was originally named Glenlochar Lodge, built on land that became Danevale Park, with 

extensive farmland that was part of the Crofts estate owned by William Renny. It seems Walter Sloane Laurie 

(1730-1801) of Redcastle purchased or rented Danevale in 1789. He died in 1801. He is known for changing 

the name of the village of Clauchenpluck to Laurieston. The Laurie/Lawrie family appear to be very litigious. 

They were the developers of Sloane Square in London. Their money came from plantations in Jamaica. He 

lived at Woodhall, now known as Laurieston Hall. 

1806 Mr J Macintyre (Glasgow merchant) married Miss E A Ferrier at Danevale Park 

1807 Isabella Andrews was born to Robert and Christie Andrews 

1809 Catherine was born to Robert and Lydia Christie 

1811  Margaret was born to Robert and Lydia Christie  

1826 Danevale Estate including Glenlochar Lodge, for sale 500 acres Scotch measure, farm houses are in 

good repair, another house (Glenlochar Lodge) with offices and garden suitable for the 

accommodation of a small, respectable family. 

1838 Claims against James Donald, deceased, of Danevale Park 

1841  census living at Glenlochar Lodge: 

David Gerrard aged 25 – farmer 

Margaret aged 20 

3 children and 2 servants 

1846 Glenlochar Lodge to let, unfurnished, 

7 1/4 acres, garden, offices and a field 

measuring seven acres and a quarter 

Scotch. Apply to Webster and Renny, 

Edinburgh. Andrew Duff, gardener at 

Danevale will show the house and 

grounds (Danevale also advertised at 

same time, to let furnished) Ad from 

Glasgow Courier 
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1847 William John Renny inherited Danevale from his father and married Julia Isabella Robertson. 

1847 Mary Margaret, youngest daughter of Captain Sanderson, died aged 11 months 

1847 Captain Sanderson gained game certificate ‘for the year 1847, ending 5th July, 1848, between 1st 

August and 1st September 1847. 

 William Renny married Julia Isabella Robertson 

1848 Daughter born to William Renny. 

 

1849 Earthquake 

 Mrs H Christie died at Glenlochar Lodge (relative of P Sanderson, Banker, Edinburgh) 

1850 Captain A C Sanderson gained game certificate ‘for the year 1850, 5th July, 1852, between 21 August 

and 1st September 1851. 

1850 Captain A C Sanderson gained game certificate ‘for the year ending 5th July, 1851, between 1st 

August and 1st September. 

1851 Captain A C Sanderson gained game certificate ‘for the year ending 5th July, 1852, between 24 

August and 1st September. 

1852 A daughter born to Mrs Richard Jones Congreve, at Danevale Park 

1854 A son born to Mrs Richard Jones Congreve 

1856 Tolls and duties levied at Glenlochar Toll House (Gate and side-bar) to let for one year from 26 May 

1856, at Castle Douglas Court House 

 A son born to wife of W J Renny at Danevale Park 

1857 Imposter, Richard Taylor of Lancashire, lodged at Glenlochar Lodge, defrauding local businesses. 

Ended up in prison. 

1859 Trustees meet to discuss the turnpike from Gatehouse, by Lauriston and Glenlochar, to Gerranton. 

1860 An ‘old woman’ named Carruthers was residing at Glenlochar Lodge, was walking along the 

Crossmichael Road, charged by a cow and thrown in a ditch. Dr Finlay attended to her at a house 

next to CD post office. 
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 Farm of Crofts on Danevale Estate to let… 

 

1864 Robert Cochrane drowned, found in the water near Glenlochar Lodge. 

1864 29 January The Stewartry Foxhounds meet at Danevale 

1865 William John Renn resident 

1872 John C Gray married Marianne, eldest daughter of William John Renny at Danevale Park 

1874 Stillborn daughter to William Renny 

1876 Teacher wanted immediately for Glenlochar School by the School Board of Balmaghie. A new house 

is being built for the teacher, and meanwhile an allowance made for rent. Salary £40 

1876 Premature twin boys born to John Renny’s wife 

1879 February death of William John Renny, J.P. Married second time 1873, Margaret Forbes. His 

daughter Edith Maud, died the same day 

1879  William Duncan, S.S.C., Edinburgh, Principal Extractor of the Court of Sessions, purchased 

Danevale Park, 493 acres, £28,000 

 Isabella Halliburton Black Duncan dies, aged 87. Grandfather, Adam Black, was the founder of 

publishers A&C Black. Lover of music, founded the Galloway Music Festival. 

1880 Proposals to lower the height of the river by doing work at Threave Castle, Threave Bridge and 

Glenlochar Bridge. Shouldn’t affect Glenlochar Lodge. 

1881 The Maid of Livingstone story mentions Glenlochar. 

1882 Story that the stones taken from Glenlochar Abbey to build Threave Castle were then taken by Sir 

Alexander Gordon of Greenlaw to build his mansion. It isn't definite that Glenlochar Abbey existed. 

Confusion over site or Roman fort. 

1882  Danevale House altered by David Robertson, well known Edinburgh architect 
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1883 Charles Renny (son of William Renny of Danevale Park) died in Queensland Australia. 

 

1884 Mr Thompson, gardener at Danevale and Glenlochar House 

1884-5 Glenlochar House, office, houses, garden and small park. If let on lease the proprietor will  

paint the house and repair the office-houses. 

 

1885 Cows from Glenlochar House at Wallet’s Auction, CD. 

 

1887 Isabella J Lees, niece of William Duncan, married AJ Burgess. Wedding at Crossmichael church 

 Mrs Bridget ??? of Orroland, the Lady of Major General Ferrier?? 

1898 William Threipland Duncan, died aged 38, only surviving son of the late William Duncan 

1890 May. Two of the sons of William Thompson, gardener at Danevale. Thomas, 14 and David, 11, swam 

out of their depth. The other two brothers tried in vain to rescue them. Called their father and others 

working close by to help but both boys drowned. Buried at Crossmichael church. 
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1895  

 

1905 May Margaret, The Fair Maid of Galloway story. By S R Crockett. Mentions Glenlochar 

1908 Mr Thomas Shaw, the Lord Advocate, has taken Danevale House for August and September. 

1912 Glenlochar House to let, apply Miss Duncan at Danevale. 

1913 

 

1914 Crossmichael Relief Fund, Miss Duncan onto committee 

1916 Private James Riley, chauffeur at Glenlochar House, killed in action. 

1918 Miss Duncan elected to the French War Emergency Fund 

1919 Certified assistant female teacher wanted for Glenlochar school. Ability to teach singing and play 

accompaniment. £100 salary 

1919 To let from Danevale estate, Glenlochar House, with garden, stables etc. Apply Miss Duncan, 

Danevale 
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1934 Glenlochar House to let 

1940 Miss Duncan, secretary to the North-Eastern branch of the RNLI Ladies Guild presented with a 

framed award in recognition of services. 

1942 Miss Isla Black Duncan died, 9 November 

1944 Glenlochar House Country Quarters to let. Unfurnished, with early possession. 3 sitting rooms, 5 

bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen, larder, pantry and servants’ accommodation, and garage, wash 
house, productive garden, lit throughout by electric light, rent £80. 

1949 To let unfurnished with possession at 28 May 1949, Glenlochar house. 3 sitting rooms, 5 bedrooms, 

bathroom, kitchen, larder, pantry and servants’ accommodation. Garage, wash house and 
productive garden, house is lit throughout with electric light. Rent £50. Contact Hewat, Dunn & 

Ramsey, Castle Douglas. 

1951 Original Danevale House demolished and a new house built in the Park. 

1951 Danevale re-opened for the Snowdrop Festival by Mrs Gillespie. 

1952 For sale: Glenlochar House, 29 May. House and one cottage in about 6 acres. 2 public rooms, 3 

bedrooms and one dressing room (all bedrooms with wash hand basins), servants’ accommodation 
and good kitchen premises with an Esse cooker, mains electricity, a range of outbuildings including 

a garage, vegetable garden and small orchard. Assessed rental £83. Vacant possession. Lidderdale 

and Gillespie, Castle Douglas 

1952 New headteacher appointed at Glenlochar School, Mr Thomas P McCulloch 

1953  22 June, Glenlochar House purchased by Douglas Black McWilliam £2,250. 

 (Marchfield and Loch Dow sold in December 1983, Charles Stewart and Wilma McKerlie)   
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1956 Event ID: 728257 

Category: Descriptive Accounts 

Type: Archaeology Notes 

Permalink: http://canmore.org.uk/event/728257 

NX76SW 13 c. 734 647 

 

(Area: NX 734 647) A fairly worn denarius of Trajan (98-117 AD) dug up by a gardener at 

Glenlochar House "with other coins" was submitted by A E Truckell, Dumfries Burgh Museum, on 

25 May 1956.  

A S Robertson 1963 

 

Glenlochar House (NX76SW 59) is now under new ownership. The former gardener could not be 

located and the present owner knows nothing of this coin. 

Visited by OS (RD), 29 July 1968 

1970s and 80s  

Danevale full time gardener, hothouses full of melons, cucumbers, trees with peaches. Myra and 

Bridget two donkeys in the middle of the walled garden, plus chickens.  

(written by daughter of the gardener) 

2001 Glenlochar Bank sold for £70,000. 

 Glenlochar Lodge sold for £60,500. 

2011 5 April, Glenlochar Roman Fort, annexe, road, camps and barrows entered on the Schedule of 

Monuments. 

2018 Servitude rights from Danevale to Marchfield (Robert Young Wallace) 

 

  

https://canmore.org.uk/event/728257
https://canmore.org.uk/site/related?MAPSHEET=NX76SW&SITENUMBER=13
https://canmore.org.uk/site/related?MAPSHEET=NX76SW&SITENUMBER=59
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Castledykes, Dumfries 

by Lynda Mackie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Castledykes Park lies between Glencaple Road and Kingholm Road 1.5km south of Dumfries Town Centre. 

There are five hectares of public park on a site where once stood two ancient castles and throughout more 

than 800 years a number of dwellings occupied the site, the most recent of which, built by Walter Newall in 

1820,  was demolished in 1952 to make way for the park we see today.  

The name “Castledykes” is from the original Castle of Dumfries which stood on this site in the 13th century. 

The earliest records of Castledykes are to be found in the papers of King Edward I, commonly known as “The 
Hammer of The Scots.” This castle had replaced an earlier timber keep and was built of stone. 

In 1298 the castle of Dumfries was garrisoned by 76 soldiers, crossbowmen and engineers, who were in 

charge of siege machines, together with carpenters and masons. The castle at Castledykes commanded a 

strategic position overlooking the River Nith and could easily be reached by boat at a time when land routes 

were beset with difficulties. 

King Edward I began to develop Castledykes Castle as a fortress to control southwest Scotland and work 

began on the fortifications on 5/9/1300. Wages of masons, sawyers, smiths, ditchers and clerks are recorded 

as ranging from 2 pennies to 9 pennies per day, though women working on the site as ditchers were only 

paid one and a half pennies per day. Many of the ditchers had come from Lochmaben where they had been 

working on Lochmaben Castle. 

On 17/9/1300 King Edward I visited the castle at Dumfries to check on the progress of the defences. Robert 

the Bruce seized the castle from the English and it was to this castle that he escaped after he, on 10/2/1306, 

murdered John Comyn of Badenoch and Dalwsinton at Greyfriars Church in Dumfries. 

When Edward I’s men re- entered the castle in 1306, when Robert the Bruce was on the run, they found 

missing from the inventory of castle contents, 9 casks of wine, 2 casks of honey, 222 quarts of salt and 100 

horseshoes. 

By 1332 the Chapel of the Castle of Castledykes is recorded as The Chapel of St Mary The Virgin. It and the 

site of the castle were declared in the records of The Sheriff of Dumfries as a waste and of no taxable value, 

so the castle seems at that time to have been completely destroyed. 

The lands of Castledykes in 1666 were owned by Robert McBrair. By 1707 the Burgh of Dumfries held the 

site of the castle ruins and the sandstone quarry there which was of vital importance as a source of stone 

for the town. Trees were planted at this time and a road constructed between St Michaels Church and what 

was the town’s quarry at Castledykes.  
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By 1738 James Moorhead was the tenant of Castledykes. He was a Dumfries merchant of some standing and 

built a substantial house on the site. In his will he left provision for the establishment of Moorheads Hospital 

for the poor which still stands opposite St Michaels Church. He also left £10 to Robert McBrair in Bristol and 

£30 to the apprentice James McBrair in Annan so we are to assume he was in some way related to the 

McBrair who held the land in the 17th century. 

A French émigré, Joseph Elias Perochon, may have built, but definitely occupied, Perochon’s Cottage on the 

lands of Castledykes, shown on Wood’s Map of Dumfries in 1819. He had escaped the French Revolution and 

married Agnes Eleanor, the daughter of Mrs Dunlop of Dunlop in 1794.  

Mrs Dunlop was a friend and correspondent of Robert Burns and describes Mr Perochon in a letter to the 

poet as being, “One of the worthiest of men without a sixpence to his name.” Joseph Perochon was a 
merchant in Dumfries and is believed to have been blind. His wife was buried in the grave in St Michaels 

Churchyard which prior to the building of the Burns Mausoleum was the first resting place of the poet. 

In 1803 Castledykes was up for sale and it was purchased by William Thomson, Writer. He already owned a 

great deal of property in Dumfries. In 1824 he became Provost of Dumfries and died in 1847 at Woodhouse 

in Kirkpatrick Fleming, the parish where he was born some 84 years previously. He was in dispute with the 

council immediately after he had purchased Castledykes and was complaining that the council were allowing 

quarrying of sandstone on his land and the workers were destroying his trees when they were transporting 

the stone. The Council gave in to his complaint, presumably since he had a finger in many Dumfries pies. 

No images of this original mansion house exist but we do have a description of it when the house came up 

for let in 1817.  It is described as having fine views of shipping and public walks. It had three sitting rooms, 

six bedrooms, a nursery, a servants’ house and stables with stalls for three horses as well as a stall for a cow 

and a gig house to store the coach. It had well turned-out grounds with fruit trees and shrubs.  

In 1821 the property of Castledykes was acquired by Ebenezer Stott. As a young man he had gone to America 

to be factor for Richard Barnham’s cotton plantation in North Carolina. He founded the firm of Stott & Co of 

Pittsburgh Virginia and made a fortune. In 1825/26 the Pigot’s Directory valued the estate of Castledykes at 
£20,000 which was an enormous sum at the time. He and his wife developed the grounds at Castledykes and 

scandalised the Dumfries population by paying the Town Council the huge sum of £100 for soil from the 

Merse to enhance his gardens.  
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Ebenezer Stott built a new house on the site. The architect was Walter Newall. The old house at a value of 

£400 was demolished and Newall built an Italianate villa on the site. The cost of the house, offices, gardens, 

vinery and conservatory was £20,000. The first floor of the house had a 20 foot by 18 foot dining room with 

a drawing room of the same size, a library and a butler’s pantry. The second floor had four bedrooms, three 

dressing rooms and a water closet on each floor. The basement housed the housekeeper’s room, store room, 
warm shower and baths, a servants’ hall, washhouses, kitchens and cellars. In addition, the garret had four 

bedrooms, presumably for servants since the Stotts were childless. The offices, or other buildings on the site 

had four stables for horses so had been extended as the stable block in 1819 had only room for three horses. 

There were two porters’ lodges or gatehouses and a gardener’s cottage. This was a fabulous house and 

garden. Fruit grown there included grapes, nectarines, peaches, apricots, pomegranates, figs, plums pears 

and apples at a time when the general population of Dumfries would have no knowledge of such exotic 

produce. Ebenezer Stott had no children and his wife took many of her exotic plants back to America when 

he died. 

Both Ebenezer Stott and his brother Watson Stott had inherited Threave Grange and Threave Castle from 

their uncle James Gibson in 1770 when they were still resident in America. At that time there was 

considerable dispute as to the ownership of Threave Castle which James Gibson claimed was his property 

but the general population believed it belonged to the Crown. Many stones from the castle were used in the 

mid-18th century to construct dykes on the land which the Stott brothers inherited from their uncle. Watson 

and Ebenezer Stott are buried in St Michaels Churchyard Dumfries. 

Ebenezer Stott’s nephew, Gibson Stott, inherited Castledykes in 1830 but sold it almost immediately to John 

McAdam of Craigadam at Kirkpatrick Durham. He had started off life as a poor shepherd in the hills above 

Carsphairn. He went to America as a young man and became a cotton merchant based in Liverpool. He died 

a wealthy man in 1836 aged 62. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Simon Heward of the East India Company inherited Castledykes in 1837 but sold it to John Alexander 

Pringle, also of The East India Company, who may have been related to John Pringle who owned the land at 

Troqueer almost opposite the site of Castledykes. 

We know that Robert Burnet, who was born in Aberdeenshire 1803, was gardener at Castledykes in 1852 

and at the time the owner of the property was Sir Thomas Buchan Hepburn of Seaton in East Lothian, but 

occupied by his son, John Buchan Hepburn, a lawyer and writer to the signet. Robert Burnet had been 

employed as a gardener at Kirkbean from 1837 when he first came to Dumfries and Galloway. He was 
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gardener at Castledykes from the 1840s until 1870 when he returned to Aberdeenshire. He is listed in the 

records there as a provision merchant so seems to have set up as a greengrocer. The under gardener in 1851 

was a Joseph Hiddlestone from Terregles aged 18. 

The son of John Buchan Hepburn died at Castledykes in 1851 and in 1857 he was given a loan of £3000 from 

Robert Scott who is described as a jute manufacturer. He and his sons owned the Dumfries tweed mills. The 

business had its origins at Kingholm Quay but soon outgrew its premises and was established by the banks 

of the Nith. Robert Scott 1780-1861 was from humble beginnings and was the son of a gardener, but by the 

time he died at Albany Place Dumfries he was an extremely wealthy man. His son Robert Scott was the tenant 

of Castledykes when £3000 loan was given to its owner until he secured the property and is listed as the 

owner in 1865. He lived there until he died in 1871 when the property went up for auction. 

During Robert Scott’s ownership in 1867 there was an enquiry into the pollution of the Nith by effluent from 
his mills, but Robert Scott blamed the Burgh Sewer and the matter was not pursued by the Town Council. 

At the time of the auction of Castledykes in 1871 a Mr Peacock is listed as the head gardener so must have 

taken over from Robert Burnet in 1870. As well as a gardener and coachman there were two lodges, where 

gatekeepers were employed to open and close the gates at any time of day or night and ensure only those 

permitted to do so entered the environs of the property.  

In 1861 one of the lodges was occupied by the Lewis family. It was a dwelling with only two rooms. He was 

a woollen spinner and since his wife was from Lilliesleaf near Hawick. I think she was one of the many woollen 

mill workers who flocked at this time from the border towns to work in the tweed industry in Dumfries. They 

lived in the two-roomed lodge with their five children. 

Robert Burnet, his family and an under gardener, William Neilson from Irongray, lived in the six roomed 

gardeners’ cottage. There is no record of what became of the under gardener, Joseph Hiddlestone, who had 

been there ten years earlier.  

John Johnston, a labourer from Torthorwald, his wife, their 20-year-old draper’s apprentice son and two 

other teenage children, lived in the other two-roomed gatehouse.  

The stables and three-roomed house was occupied by the coachman, George Wightman from Dornock, his 

wife from Tinwald and their children. John aged 15 was an apprentice clerk. Agnes, George, Robert and Janet 

were still at school. When Castledykes estate was sold in 1871, George Wightman and family moved to 

Maxwelltown where he was employed as an ostler at The Kings Arms Hotel which used to stand on the 

corner of Glasgow Street and the approach to The Buccleuch Street Bridge. He was taking care of the horses 

and carriages of hotel guests. None of his large family left home and with the arrival of the railway George 

Wightman moved from horses to become a warehouseman in the mill. With all his grown-up children still at 

home unmarried and employed as clerks printers and dressmakers the family prospered and moved to 2 

Montague Street Dumfries. 

Castledykes was purchased by Dr James Bruce who served as honorary sheriff substitute. He caused quite a 

stir in 1875 when he attempted to remove the ancient roots of trees on his property by blasting them out 

with cotton patent gunpowder to the alarm of all living nearby. 

In 1887 Castledykes was sold to Hugh McGregor who had a confectioner’s business on the corner of 
Queensberry Street and High Street. He is recorded as producing in the region of 40 tons of preserves 

annually. Probably it was a good commercial venture to purchase Castledykes since the grounds contained 

very many fruit trees and bushes as well as greenhouses and a vinery. Many of the glasshouses had been 

built during Robert Scott’s time. By 1891 Hugh McGregor had died but his widow Jessie McGregor aged only 
37 and her young family remained at Castledykes. Unlike the previous owners they seem to no longer employ 

a coachman but the coachman’s house and stable yard were let to Frederick Thomas, an Englishman, who 
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at the time describes himself as a self- employed book agent and his wife was a Laundress probably 

employed at The Crichton Laundry. With their six children they lived in the three-roomed stables cottage. 

Although shown as a book agent in 1891 ten years earlier, Frederick Thomas was a humble porter living in 

two rooms in Dumfries High Street and by 1901 he and his family were living in Church Street where he is 

employed as a navvy so he seems to be a guy with big ideas which never quite materialised. 

The gardener’s house was occupied by James Bayne who was a gardener in his own right and ran a fruit and 

flower shop. By 1895 James Bayne was still the tenant of the gardener’s house but the stables and 
coachman’s house were tenanted by James Callaghan and The Reverend Alexander Chapman. There seems 

to have been a rapid turnover of tenants of the stables between 1891 and 1895 and the coachman’s house 
was occupied in 1895 by Thomas Hall.  

Hugh and Jessie McGregor’s son, James McGregor, became a nurseryman and seedsman and ran the grounds 

of Castledykes as a market garden. His mother, Jessie McGregor, lived at Southerness and leased the 

mansion house to James Carmont who lived there until his death in 1922, although the Town Council bought 

Castledykes from Mrs McGregor in 1901 in preparation for the establishment of the sewage works. John 

Carmont was born in Maxwelltown in 1840 and worked as a clerk for the Ordnance Survey before becoming 

a banker with The Crichton Royal Bank and an agent for the British Linen Bank. From 1888-1916 he was 

treasurer to The Nith Commission. He was a devout Roman Catholic and conducted the choir at St Andrews 

Roman Catholic Cathedral as well as being the music critic for The Standard. One of his sons became a 

distinguished advocate, one a priest and a daughter an abbess. Two unmarried daughters remained as 

tenants in the house long after the death of their father. 

When the town purchased Castledykes in 1901 it cost £17,500. James McGregor continued to operate his 

gardening business in the stables and stables house. Other houses on the property rented from the council 

were occupied by William and Ellen Townsley in the gardener’s cottage and George Halliday, a miller, in the 

lodge. 

In 1906 Castledykes was the setting for the 600-year anniversary of the capture of Castledykes Castle by 

Robert the Bruce. After lunch for 100 gentlemen there was a procession from the town to Castledykes led 

by Masonic Lodges Burns Clubs and Provosts from near and far. The procession was accompanied by bands 

and volunteer regiments. A block of sandstone was laid at Castledykes to commemorate the event. In 1914 

there was an open-air Burns Festival at Castledykes. Maxwelltown Male Voice Choir sang and there was 

music poetry and dancing. The Guild of Players performed scenes from the life of Burns. It was planned that 

this would be an annual event but did not continue after the outbreak of war in 1914. There is a 

commemorative stone at Castledykes in tribute to the coronet and two lynors who were killed in WW1. 

The fine mansion built by Walter Newall for Ebenezer Stott fell into disrepair and in 1952 Castledykes house 

was demolished to make way for the park we know today. There are no longer gatehouses at the entrances 

to the grounds but the gardener’s cottage still exists and recently the stables have been converted to become 
a family home. 
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Stroquhan House, Dunscore 

by Mik Wisniewski 

Stroquhan House (also known as Stroquan House) 

Parish: Dunscore 

Postcode: DG2 0UP 

NGR: 284298, 583496 

what3words: https://w3w.co/nuggets.leaned.snowboard 

Stroquhan House (also known as Stroquan House) is a sandstone country house in Glenesselin, 

approximately 2 miles (3 km) southwest of Dunscore to the west of the Cairn Water. It dates from the end 

of the 18th Century with 19th-century additions3. 

 

Stroquhan House in 20204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One local legend is that in the 14th century three brothers named Kirkhoe had been responsible for 

dispatching a notorious thief named Coulton who lived in nearby Glenesslin. As a reward they were granted 

 
3 The Gazetteer for Scotland 2022 ‘Stroquhan’ [online] available at:  

https://www.scottish-places.info/features/featurefirst4702.html [accessed 29 August 2023] 
4 Scottish Field 2020 ‘Stroquhan Estate, Dunscore, Dumfriesshire’ [online] available at: 
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/scottish-field/20200907/289115730672348 [accessed 29 August 2023] 

https://www.scottish-places.info/features/featurefirst4702.html
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/scottish-field/20200907/289115730672348
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land by the monarch and each built a tower, one being built at Stroquhan. This was recorded in 1615 as 

being owned by a John Kirkhoe. The current house was built in the second half of the 18th century on the 

site of the tower.5 

Note: Kirkhoe (or Kirk) was historically a common name in the Dunscore area. It is associated with the 

Maxwell Clan which itself had strong links with the wider area. 

The original house was built to a 2-storey rectangular plan in the second half of the 18th century. A full-height 

bow was added around 1800 at the north end of the east elevation. The house was remodelled in 1845 in 

the style of Walter Newall (architect) with a 3-storey piend-roofed rectangular tower added to south.6  

The house is mostly rubble-built with ashlar dressings. The bow addition is rendered and the 1845 work is 

polished red ashlar. The tower bipartites to elevations, paired at east and linked by cills or cornice; the 

ground floor windows project, the upper windows are architraved; the remaining south-facing bay is 

similarly treated. The house has a margined near-centre porch (also circa 1840) on the east elevation with 

consoled pediment above the door; there is a crest in square panel on house above. Sash windows (mostly 

small-paned) throughout; cornices; chimney stacks are mostly 1845 with corniced octagonal flues; slate 

roofs. There is a twin-gabled west elevation.  

It was denoted as a Class B listed building on 26th June 1986.7 

Walled Garden 

The house has a walled garden which itself is Category C listed (19868).  

The garden is thought to be early 19th century with a roughly quadrangular enclosure, The wall is curved at 

the southeast and linked to stables at the southwest. Rubble-built, partly brick-lined walls with ashlar coping. 

Circular pier at northwest angle beside gate; small lean-to boiler house on north wall and a small glass house. 

 

View from southeast taken 1975-76, copyright HES via https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1633493 

 

 
5 Savills 2020 ‘Stroquhan Estate, Dumfriesshire’ [online] available at: 
https://assets.savills.com/properties/GBEDRUEDR200012/EDR200012_EDR20000312.PDF [accessed 29 August 2023] 
6 Historic Environment Scotland 1986 ‘Stroquhan’ [online] available at: https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/200335387-

stroquhan-dunscore [accessed 29 August 2023] 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1633493
https://assets.savills.com/properties/GBEDRUEDR200012/EDR200012_EDR20000312.PDF
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/200335387-stroquhan-dunscore
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/200335387-stroquhan-dunscore
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View from the north taken 1975-76, copyright: HES via https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1633494 

 

 

 

 

 

View from the southwest taken 1975-76, copyright HES via https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1633495 
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Stroquan Lodge 

A lodge house (Stroquan Lodge) stands at the junction of the estate by the public road. Entrances to the 

private landscaped grounds around country houses at this time were often guarded by lodges. It was the 

role of the lodge-keeper – often an elderly estate employee – to give access for bona fide visitors and to 

exclude undesirables. The iron gates barred the way to any unwanted visitors. Lodges were small, but often 

reflected the architectural style of the mansion. This lodge is in a mild form of 'Tudor-bethan'. 

The Lodge was built c. 1840-50 at around the same time as the main house was remodelled. It is a 

symmetrical, single storey, 3-bay lodge built from painted rubble, with chamfered margins and hood-

moulds9. The North elevation: central panelled door, 12-pane sashes in the outer bays with a single window 

to either flank (that to west without a hood-mould). There is a central apex stack; a piended roof with graded 

slates. There is a modern addition to south: chamfered, square gatepiers; painted ashlar; corniced; Gothic 

acanthus leaf finials on raised bases. The main gateway is flanked by similar piers to the pedestrian ways; 

fine Gothic traceried cast-iron gates with foiled, cusped and crocketed decoration. 

The Lodge is category B listed (1986) 

 

 

 
9 Historic Environment Scotland 1986 ‘Stroquan Lodge, Gates and Gatepiers’ [online] available at: 
https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB4161 [accessed 29 August 2023] 

View from northeast taken 1975-76, copyright: HES via https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1633490 

https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB4161
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In 2020 Stroquhan Estate was put on the market for sale by Savill's Estate Agents who produced a detailed 

sales brochure and an accompanying viewing video10. The Estate was put up for sale in 3 lots: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot 1 Stroquhan House 

This included the house itself; gardens and grounds (including a walled garden); stables and former coach 

house; Stroquhan Lodge; around 35 acres of parkland and grassland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Savills 2020 ‘Stroquhan Estate, Dumfriesshire’ [online] available at: 
https://assets.savills.com/properties/GBEDRUEDR200012/EDR200012_EDR20000312.PDF [accessed 29 August 2023] 

https://assets.savills.com/properties/GBEDRUEDR200012/EDR200012_EDR20000312.PDF
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Lot 2 Skinford Farm 

The farm lies to the south of Stroquhan House itself and comprised: two cottages; a variety of farm buildings; 

around 170 acres of farmland.  

Lot 3 Craighead Plantation & Stroquhan Hill 

This consisted of around 450 acres of farmland, grazing and forestry. 

 

According to the Registers of Scotland, Stroquhan House was sold on 2nd October 2020 for £980,000. The 

property type is shown as Agricultural and it is not clear if this sale was for the agricultural land on the estate 

or the buildings also11. There are no previous online records of property purchase.   

Ownership now appears to be by Stroquhan Estate Ltd.12 

At the time of the 1851 census Stroquhan House was owned by Francis (I. or J.) Wilson shown as "landed 

proprietor" farming 300 acres. Clearly some of the land shown in 2020 had been acquired later in addition 

to the original estate, which also included Stroquhan Lodge.  

  

 
11 Scotland’s Land Information Service ‘Stroquhan House, Dunscore, Dumfries DG2 0UP’ [online] available at: 
https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/DMF7191 [accessed 29 August 2023] 
12 Companies House services ‘Stroquhan Estate Limited’ [online] available at: https://find-and-update.company-

information.service.gov.uk/company/02236653 [accessed 29 august 2023] 

https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/property-summary/DMF7191
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/02236653
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/02236653
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People associated with Stroquhan 

Note: names are frequently associated simply with "Stroquhan" and not explicitly with Stroquhan House. 

However, in the context of the sources, it is reasonable to assume that Stroquhan House is often the location. 

The exception are the Moffat names who cannot be placed at the House with certainty. 

The area contains a number of Stroquhan name places - Stroquhan Moor, Stroquhan Hill etc - but it's not 

clear if the house was named after the area or the landmarks named after the house. 

Walter Newall 

Walter Newall (1780-1863) was the architect responsible for the remodelling of the house in 1845. He was 

born in nearby New Abbey and was the leading architect in the Dumfries area, from the 1820s until his 

retirement.13 

His built works included villas at Cardoness (1828), for Sir David Maxwell, and Glenlair, Corsock (1830), home 

of mathematician and theoretical physicist James Clerk Maxwell. In Dumfries, Newall built the Assembly 

Rooms (1825), several commercial buildings including offices for his own use on the High Street, and several 

private houses including Moat Brae (1823), whose gardens, a childhood haunt of author J. M. Barrie, were 

the inspiration for Peter Pan. Newall remodelled a windmill in neoclassical style to serve as the town 

observatory, which later became Dumfries Museum. He designed St Mary's Church and clergy house at New 

Abbey (1824). He also designed several Gothic churches, including those at Buittle (1818–19), Anwoth 

(1826–27), and Kirkpatrick Durham (1849–50).14 

Moffats 

Samuel Moffat of Stroquhan 

Born 1726 Stroquhan 

Died 31 May 1778 

RMM, Dunscore Churchyard, CMN 2 p2 

https://genealogy.clanmoffat.org/getperson.php?personID=I60668&tree=ClanMoffat 

Alexander Moffat (son of Samuel above) 

Born 1763 Dumfriesshire 

Listed 1797 at Stroquhan, Dumfriesshire 

Died 2 March 1835 Bush Cottage, Sundaywell, Dumfriesshire, Scotland  

OPR, Dunscore Churchyard, CMN 2 p2 

Andrew Moffat 

Born 7 May 1896 Stroquhan Lodge, Dunscore, Dumfriesshire 

GRO-Edinburgh 4, 168 

https://genealogy.clanmoffat.org/getperson.php?personID=I38906&tree=UKEire  

 

 

 

 
13 Colvin, Howard, (1978) A Biographical Dictionary of British Architects, 1600–1840, John Murray, pp.697-699 
14 Wikipedia ‘Walter Newall’ [online] available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Newall [accessed 29 August 2023] 

https://genealogy.clanmoffat.org/getperson.php?personID=I60668&tree=ClanMoffat
https://genealogy.clanmoffat.org/getperson.php?personID=I38906&tree=UKEire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Newall
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Andersons 

Robert Anderson 

Born 1751 Stroqhan 

Died December 25, 1828 Stroquhan House 

https://www.geni.com/people/Robert-Anderson-

Esq/6000000038912172020?through=6000000038910944210  

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85572227  

John Anderson HEIC (Honourable East India Company) 

Born 1795 Stroquhan 

Died Dec 24 1845 - No 1 Euston Place, Euston Square, London 

Acting Resident Councillor of Penang, Malaysia from 1829-1830. 

https://www.geni.com/people/John-Anderson-of-Straquhan-Dumfries-HEIC/6000000038910944210  

William Anderson 

Died 2/12/1845 - At Penang, fourth son of the late Robert Anderson, Esq., of Stroquhan. 

Mary Martha Anderson, Stroquhan 

At Edinburgh, on the 12th inst. James Anderson, Esq. younger of Stroquhan, to Mary Menzies, daughter of 

Dr Robert Anderson, one of the ministers of Edinburgh. 

20th June 1820 

Thomas Carlyle (the Scottish historian and philosopher) lived at Craigenputtoch, some 6 miles away from 

Stroquhan House from 1828-1834 and mentions various members of the Andersons in his letters. 

https://carlyleletters.dukeupress.edu/search-results/stroquhan 

In May 1831 he writes: 

"Miss Anderson and other members of her family had moved from Stroquhan, a farm near Craigenputtoch" 

to Moffat from the letter contents. 

and " they [the Anderson family] had moved to Moffat after the family’s financial collapse." 

This may be connected with the fact that Robert Anderson and his son died within a short time of each other. 

Carlyle writes in 1829: 

"Old Mr Anderson of Straquhan also is dead" and "James Anderson, the young Laird of Stroquhan, our kind 

neighbour and acquaintance died of two days’ illness a few weeks ago; an event which causes deep sadness 
among all connected with him. What will become of his Distillery is not known." 

Previously in 1830 he had written: 

"… with regard to the Bridgewater, Inddia-ship [sic], I have engaged to the Stroquhan people (who are living 

in trembling hope and fear about the fate of their Brother and his whole family embarked therein) that you 

will get the best information, which is to be had in London, about the real chances of safety or destruction 

for this ship: I believe, it sailed from Penang, of which place the Governor also was in it, and a son (or perhaps 

this was he) of the India Directors’ chairman; it was seen last in the straits of Sunda, and must either have 
perished or taken refuge in Bombay." 

 

 

https://www.geni.com/people/Robert-Anderson-Esq/6000000038912172020?through=6000000038910944210
https://www.geni.com/people/Robert-Anderson-Esq/6000000038912172020?through=6000000038910944210
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85572227
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Anderson-of-Straquhan-Dumfries-HEIC/6000000038910944210
https://carlyleletters.dukeupress.edu/search-results/stroquhan
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It appears the Andersons on board the ship survived as Carlyle later in 1830 writes: 

"John’s letter to the family bringing joyful news concerning the long-lost ship Bridgewater and the Anderson 

kin on her."  

"Apparently the son and brother thought for some months to have been lost at sea on the Bridgewater and 

only recently returned home." 

It appears that Stroquhan was put up for sale along with its contents in 1831. Carlyle writes: 

"The Stroquhan Roup (auction) has been [going on] these two days; and, it would seem [one or two words 

missing], John Anderson means to occupy the house; for he is buying in all the furniture of any value." 

and in 1833: 

"It is said Stroquhan has found a Purchaser; yet also that we are not to have a new Neighbour, but only the 

Edinburgh people a new Lawsuit. The case it seems is this: John Anderson hearing that the property is sold 

suddenly steps forward and says: This property was never my Brother’s, for my Father who survived him, was 
of unsound mind when he gave it up; and so now it is by fair inheritance mine; and I will pay my Father’s 
debts from it, but of my Brother’s not a shilling!" 

The outcome of the legal dispute is not known. 

Wilsons 

However, by 1843 Stroquhan is occupied by the Wilson family who presumably commissioned the 

remodelling of the house around this time. 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85560236  

The 1851 census shows the Wilson family at Stroquhan: 

Francis J. Wilson, Age 30, Landed proprietor farming 300 acres employing 9 labourers, born Berwick on 

Tweed. 

Jane M. Wilson, wife, age 23, born Kilwinning, Ayr 

Thomas T. Wilson, age 5, born Dunscore 

George C. Wilson, age 4, born Dunscore 

Jessie M. Wilson, age 1, born Dunscore 

Other people at the time of the census at Stroquhan: 

Helen Colville, sister in law, age 21, born Kilwinning, Ayr 

Henrietta Somerville, cousin (unmarried), age 42, born Ruthwell, Dumfries 

May Somerville, cousin (unmarried), age 34, born Dalton, Dumfries 

Mary Douglas, housemaid (unmarried), age 24, born Mouswald, Dumfries 

Grace Bellby, housemaid (unmarried), age 23, born Holywood, Dumfries 

Grace Alton, nurse (unmarried), age 24, born Glencairn, Dumfries 

Marion Brydon, cook (unmarried), age 27, born Applegarth, Dumfries 

The 1861 census shows: 

Jane M. J. Wilson, widow and fund holder, age 33, born Kilwinning, Ayr 

Jessie M. J. Wilson, age 12, born Dunscore 

Francis W.J. Wilson, age 11, born Dunscore 

Jane M. J. Wilson, age 9, born Dunscore 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85560236
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Others: 

Mary F. Brystocke, governess (unmarried), age 32, born England 

Eleanor Mathison, lady's maid (unmarried), age 27, born Aberdeen 

Margaret Lawrie, cook (unmarried), age 36, born Dunscore 

Mary Ferguson, housemaid (unmarried), age 28, born Kirkbean, Kirkcudbright 

Jane Goodfellow, table maid (unmarried), age 17, born Canonbie, Dumfries 

Set in the South wall of the church in Dunscore is a memorial in white marble to Francis Johnstone Wilson 

of Coglin and Stroqhan, who died in 1856 aged only 36 years. The verse of scripture reads:- 

I know that he shall rise again in the Resurrection at the last day. 

This poem follows:- 

Write no record of the dead 

But that Christ for him has bled 

And the thought may solace give 

That the dead in Christ shall live 

https://www.dunscore.org.uk/items-of-interest/dunscore-churchyard/  

By 1862, Mrs Wilson had moved to 14 Dean Terrace, Edinburgh although in 1872/3 Thomas J Wilson of 

Stroquhan was listed as farming 4198 acres. 

https://electricscotland.com/history/Scotland_Owners_of_Lands_and_Heritages_1.pdf  

Stansfield 

A Stansfield is show at Stroquhan in 1872. 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/87055598  

Watson  

J. Watson and Archibald Watson 1878 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85157696  

Timms 

J. Timms is listed at Stroquhan in the 1882/1885 Post Office Directory 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/87044937  

Ainslie 

C.A. Ainslie is listed at Stroquhan in the 1883/1896 Post Office Directory 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85168803  

Ewing 

Colonel John Ewing is listed at Stroquan in the 1903 Post Office Directory 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/90676837  

Johnstone 

The Dunscore War memorial was unveiled on 21st June 1920 by Mrs Johnston of Stroquhan following a 

united service in a packed Dunscore Parish Church.  Brig. General Johnston gave the address. 

https://www.dunscore.org.uk/items-of-interest/dunscore-churchyard/
https://electricscotland.com/history/Scotland_Owners_of_Lands_and_Heritages_1.pdf
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/87055598
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85157696
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/87044937
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85168803
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/90676837
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Physgill House, Glasserton 

by Jennifer Cianci 

 

  



50 

 

  



51 

 

  



52 

 

  



53 

 

  



54 

 

  



55 

 

  



56 

 

 Maps:  



57 

 

  



58 

 

Photos: 

  



59 

 

  



60 

 

  



61 

 

  



62 

 

  



63 

 

  



64 

 

  



65 

 

  



66 

 

  



67 

 

  



68 

 

  



69 

 

  



70 

 

 

References: 

 

  



71 

 

  



72 

 

  



73 

 

  



74 

 

  



75 

Ravenstone Castle, Glasserton 

by Lynn Bell 
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APPENDIX FOR RAVENSTONE CASTLE15  

 
15 A selection has been included within this document but the full report, with appendix attached, will be submitted to the 

Dumfries & Galloway Heritage Service 
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Dildawn House, Kelton 

by Lyn Walby 

Dildawn is a fine-looking house and estate, seen across the River Dee from the A75, on the edge of the village 

of Rhonehouse, Castle Douglas. Its walled garden is a listed feature. 

Dildawn across the fields from the A75                     Current owner's requirement 

The current owner, who inherited Dildawn from his grandfather, wishes the property to be a very private 

family home, and has several signs indicating this. He was reluctant to be involved in any research as he 

didn't want people coming on his property – on the land there are nesting birds and livestock, and he spoke 

of people in the past letting their dogs run off the lead on his fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dildawn modern house Front door handles –  

as close as the author got to the interior 

The estate has the main house, Dildawn, and several of the outbuildings have been converted as Orchard 

House, Coach House and Garden Cottage. In recent times (2004) these properties have been available as 

self-catering accommodation with 10 bedrooms, sleeping 18-20. The website seems to suggest that this is 

still available (2023) but that is clearly not the case. There seem to have been some sales, or rentals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Two images of Dildawn House from early postcards  

(Old Postcard views in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright -Parish of Kelton) 
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A substantial reference to the history of Dildawn's ownership is to be found in Parish of Kelton – History of 

the Lands and Their Owners in Galloway by P.H. McKerlie, which was published in 5 volumes in 1878 

The land of Dildawn ... appears to have formed a portion of the old Kelton barony. The name may be derived 

from the Gaelic dail, or Norse dalr or dale, and the Gaelic dun or duin, a fort, etc. 

The earliest reference to Dildawn is from the 16th century when the Maxwells were in possession. On 17 

March 1635 John, Viscount Kenmure had retour (legal term for mortgage/rental?). 

Mary, Countess of Buccleuch had retour in 1653, and her sister, Anne in 1661. 

In 1665, Margaret Gordon, had sasine (another legal term referring to conferring of possession of feudal 

property) in liferent of the four merk land of Dildowand. 

In 1667 Margaret Browne had sasine of the lands of Dilldawand.  

In December 1668 Alexander son of Thomas Hutton, styled younger of Dildawn.... had sasine of Dildawn. 

Whoever the Huttons were, they did not hold the land long. The superiority appears to have been retained 

by the Nithsdale family who had retour in 1670 and 1696. 

In 1698, John, son of Alexander, Viscount Kenmure had retour. 

In 1672, Alexander M'Ghie of Balmaghie, had principal sasine. This, however, may have only been a wadset 

(mortgage or pledge), as in 1702 Alexander Gordon ... conveyed Dildawn to William M'Ghie of Balmaghie. 

In 1729, the son of Balmaghie sold Dildawn to Robert Muir 

In 1749 Robert Muir sold the land to William Muir, late schoolmaster in Borgue. 

In 1770 he again sold the land to Alexander Carson who in 1789 parted with them to William Sturgeon. 

In 1801 William Sturgeon conveyed, by disposition and settlement, the property to his eldest son, Robert 

Sturgeon. 

In 1808, by trust disposition, Robert Sturgeon conveyed Dildawn to James Hannay …and James Barbour … as 

trustees for his creditors. 

In 1811 they sold Dildawn to Captain Archibald M'Dougall …. who built the present residence. 

When Archibald M'Dougall died (1823 or 1824), by deed or settlement [he] conveyed Dildawn to Mrs Frances 

M'Dougall and Alexander Forsyth, George M'Dougall and James Adam, writers in Edinburgh, as his trustees. 

In 1843, they sold the property to James Cowan LL.D. … He died ... in 1870 ... and in 1872 Anna Cowan died 

at Dildawn. 

The present owners are John Cowan and Janet Cowan. 

In the OS Name Books 1848-1851 there is a reference to Dildawn Pool, in which “the fish are the property of 
the proprietor of Dildawn Estate.” Another referring to the Island, “planted with oak, ash and fir, that 
belonging to the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge”. 

In A Topographical Dictionary of Scotland by Samuel Lewis, 1846, he makes reference to the “handsome 
mansion” of Daldawn, … built by Captain McDougall. 

In Maxwell's Guide book to the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, 1878, there is a reference to “the mansion-house 

of Dildawn, the residence of John Cowan, Esq.” 
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Dildawn is described in the Historic Environment Scotland account of it as a listed building, with much 

technical detail: 

“Dated 1813 on rainwater head; probably incorporating 18th century house in NE.  

(Kitchen) wing, with additions and alterations of 1852 by John Dobson, architect, 2-storey and basement. 

Rubble walling with 4-bay main elevation with central bays shallow advanced; mid 19th century projecting 
single-storey porch with pilasters at angles, projecting Roman Doric porch to centre with balustrading. 

All windows single light sashes mostly with 12-pane glazing pattern; some ground floor windows with lower 
sash of plate glass. Moulded eaves cornice, blocking course raised over centre bay. 

Garden front with central projecting 3-window bow. Single storey projecting bay (later 19th century) to left 
with tripartite window. All other windows single light, glazing as above. 

To SW flank, full-height canted bay window (1852) with cornice and blocking course.  

2-storey L-plan wing to NE now containing kitchens, but possibly part of earlier house. 

INTERIOR: good later 19th century glazed vestibule door. Mainly earlier-mid 19th century plasterwork and 
door cases. One good late 19th century chimneypiece. 

Coped rubble wall surrounds rectangular garden. Pair of round-arched gateways with decorative corbelled 
castellated parapet above.” 

The architect of Dildawn is an interesting man, John Dobson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Dobson (1787 – 1865) was a 19th-century English neoclassical architect. During his life, he was the most 

noted architect in Northern England. He designed more than 50 churches and 100 private houses, but he is 

best known for designing Newcastle Railway Station and for his work with Richard Grainger, developing the 

centre of Newcastle in a neoclassical style. 

His country houses are too little known, mainly because they are not so large that they are open to the 

public, and are often still in private hands, hidden away behind parkland and trees. The outstanding 

characteristics of his houses are his use of beautiful golden sandstone, and Corinthian or Ionic pillared 

entrance porticos.  

Inside there are elegant staircases with beautiful ironwork balustrades leading to an upper gallery … and the 
hall's having a domed ceiling and glass centrepiece.  

(Wikipedia article) 
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Lochbank, Kelton 

by George Currie 

Situated one mile from Castle Douglas town centre lies Lochbank House in its own extensive grounds on the 

west bank of Carlingwark Loch. 

Built in 1784 for a Mr Hannay, on land acquired from William Douglas, who took residence there one year 

later. There have been several occupiers and alterations made over the many years of this beautiful family 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: 

It is a two storey, attic and cellar house with a decorative regency porch. Originally a three bay, with a two-

storey service wing and a two-storey drawing room added. It has a stair tower and a water tower with out-

buildings to the rear. There is a hand operated water pump which is still in place in the centre of the house. 

Water was raised from the well below the house to a tank in the purpose-built tower within the house. The 

outside walls were of painted harl with painted ashlar dressings and quoin strips with a base course and 

eaves course, with the loch on one side the property and a fine curving high wall on the other. 

Principal (SE) Elevation:  

Slightly advanced centre bay to a 3-bay 18th-century house. Early 19th-century segmental bowed porch to 

centre with flagstoned segmental plinth, stone steps, plain iron railings and latticed iron pilasters and pelmet, 

swept lead roof. Tripartite doorway within, dividing colonettes, panelled aprons to sidelights, panelled door, 

sunburst fanlight with metope and triglyph surround. Single window above and later stone mullioned 

bipartite flanking. Drawing room extension slightly recessed to outer left with projecting 4-light corniced 

window and two single windows above. Recessed service wing to outer right with 2-bay windowed gable 

breaking eaves.  
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Rear (NW) Elevation: 

Pined-roof elevation stair tower to original centre with lean-to addition in re-entrant formed with pined-roof 

former water tower, projecting service gable and further ancillary range to North. Timber sash and case 

windows predominantly with 4-pane glazing patterns (with horns, many good quality replacements). Broad 

coped stone wallhead stack to original SW side elevation; more slender stacks to gablehead of later 

additions. Graded grey slates, Lancashire to rear. Piended roof to original house, gabled to 19th-century 

additions. Cast-iron guttering with some funnel water hoppers. 

Interior: 

Excellent decorative detailing to interior, much 19th century. Plan single pile with corridor to rear to both 

floors. Suggestion that focus of house has been turned around to face loch, stair tower introduced and 

presumably plan form changed to accommodate, causing much decorative work to date to 19th-century 

alterations. Fine plasterwork to cornicing, shouldered, decorative archways and ceiling rose. Notable 

chimneypieces including one from Lion's Club, Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, 1800s, and further 'Adam' and 

classical timber and marble chimneypieces throughout, one with table depicting stone masons at work. 

Carved timber stair. Round archways into corridor off 1st floor landing. Fine run of linen cupboards at 1st 

floor. Panelled shutters. Cellarage. 

Boundary Walls, Gatepiers: 

Long run of curling harl pointed rubble whinstone walls, sandstone coped, lining roadside to North, dating 

to late 18th century or early 19th century with some later minor realignment, running from North East of 

house to South West continuing around former lodge Littlebank (now a private home) and along road toward 

Threave Gardens bordering Gallows Slot (noted below) and the shore of the loch to North. Fine pair of 

sandstone gatepiers, corniced with ball finials to head of drive (re-sited). Other plain sandstone piers and 

pedestrian vehicular gateways.  

The house has had two major transformations in its lifetime, the first by James and Jane Lidderdale the 

second owners, who turned the house around so the front door would now face the loch; a drawing room 

with fine cornices was added, kitchens and outhouses were extended and a water pump installed. 

The second major change took place in the 1960's by Colonel and Ruby Smith. Many of the features are still 

present today including the Regency porch. Ruby also brought fireplaces from her old home in Ayrshire, one 

in the style of William Kent which is in the drawing room, a very interesting marble one in the hall which 

shows stone masons at work. This fireplace originally came from the Lions Club in Glasgow. The Smiths also 

converted the stables/lodge at this time into a house in its own right, now known as Littlebank. 

It was not unusual for servants to be employed here sometimes staying in the house. Cooks, cleaners and 

gardeners were required to look after this sizeable property. A chaffeur/gardener was working here in the 

1950s to drive and look after the newly acquired automobile. Previously horse and cart had been used. The 

chaffeur/gardener was a Mr David McVittie whose family still live in Castle Douglas. 

Lochbank at one time owned cottages known as the Buchan but were all sold privately. 

Lochbank was used by the army during WW2 as a command post for troops stationed in Castle Douglas. The 

Raid on St Nazaire was planned and executed from here. The attack was later made into a full-length feature 

film.  
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The Gallows Slot, marked on maps adjacent to Lochbank was thought to be where victims of feudal tyranny 

were tortured and executed but there are various opinions to this story, also the bodies of executed (hanged) 

prisoners were allegedly disposed of here. A pit containing bodies may have been found here in 1800 

(Sourced from the book Y Tref by Alistair Livingston). 

 

Listed by Historic Environment Scotland:  

Lochbank with Gatepiers and Boundary Walls  

Cat B Listed Building – Listed May 2005 

Building Class – Cultural 

Source ID: 39800550  

Historic Scotland Designation Reference: LB 

Parish – Kelton  

Town – Castle Douglas  

County – Kirkcudbrightshire 

Canmore ID: 64659 Site No: NX76SE  

Owners and Occupiers: 

Mr and Mrs Hannay  1784 - 1820  

Mr and Mrs Lidderdale  1820 - 1905 Writer, Bank Agent and partner in local Solicitors 

Mr and Mrs Skirving   1905 - 1935   

Miss McKenzie  1936 -  ???? 

Colonel and Mrs Smith  ????  - 1962  

Mr J Miller    1962 - 1989  

Dr and Mrs Wilkinson 1989 - 2006 Local GP   

Ter Spitte    2006 - 2011  

Mr and R Mrs Andrews  2011 -  

Sources: 

Historic Environment Scotland 

Mr R Andrews 

Mr D McVittie 
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