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AUTUMN FEAST ON THE MENU
Get ready to enjoy 

the first Glenkens Food 
Month when we will be 
celebrating the wealth 
and diversity of local 
produce right here in 
the Glenkens.
Throughout September we will have 

the opportunity to celebrate, sample and 
purchase locally sourced and produced 
food and drink. An exciting calendar 
for the month will include new events 
across the Glenkens and the promotion 
of existing activities and businesses 
focusing on food and drink. 
The programme kicks off with 

communities around the Glenkens 
hosting a Pot Luck Supper on Friday 
6 September, and will finish with a 
Community Ceilidh on Saturday 28 
September.
As the change in season brings us a 

wealth of autumn fare, including apples, 
berries and squashes among many 
others, there will be a chance to learn 
the delights we can create with them. 
Whether you want to apple-press in 
the Garroch Garden, hear how local 
food is produced, forage in 
the wild, learn a new recipe, 
taste a new wine, gin or 
liqueur, create pizzas or ‘Rove 
for your Supper’ there will 
certainly be something for 
everyone. And be sure to 
come along to the Glenkens 
Feastival on Saturday 21 September, 
where you will have the opportunity to 
enjoy food whilst being entertained by 

local performers and bands.
An event not to be missed 

is the Glenkens Food Trail on 
Saturday 14 September. Why 
not explore the Glenkens, taking 
in the sights and tasty delights 
of the area? Mossdale, New 
Galloway, Dalry, Carsphairn, 
Balmaclellan and Parton will 
be offering food tasting, 
walks, talks, demonstrations 
and activities for children - a 
fabulous day out for everyone.
There will be a calendar 

detailing events available 
from local retail outlets from 
the beginning of August, as 
well as updates and ongoing 
information on Facebook 
@Glenkens Food Month and  
displayed throughout the 
Glenkens.
Glenkens Food Month has 

been made possible by grants from the 
Connect Local Regional Food Fund* and 
Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership. 
New Galloway Community Enterprises 
Ltd have donated the services of their 
Community Engagement Worker, Sam 
Rushton, to co-ordinate the event, 
working collaboratively with local 
businesses, community organisations 

and individuals.
As a project legacy we are planning 

The Glenkens Gourmet book which 

will be bursting with our favourite 
recipes. Sam Rushton is keen to receive 
contributions for this - a photo of the 
completed recipe would be a bonus 
and hopefully tempt us to give it a go 
ourselves! 
If you are an individual, business, 

organisation, supplier or producer and 
wish to be part of this project, host an 
event, submit a recipe or would like 

more information please 
contact Sam at samCEW@n
ewgallowaycommunity.shop 
or phone 07741 656 601 or 
pop into New Galloway 
Community Shop.

*The Connect Local Regional 
Food Fund is financed by The 

Scottish Government, in partnership with 
industry, and has been created to promote local 
food and drink, in line with Ambition 2030.

...a wealth of autumn fare, 
including apples, berries and 
squashes among many others... 
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The opening stage of this year’s 
Tour of Britain will take place on 7 
September, starting in Glasgow and 
passing along the A713 through the 

Glenkens on its way to the finish in 
Kirkcudbright.
 The stage will be jointly hosted by EventScotland, 

Glasgow Life and Dumfries and Galloway Council.
 This year’s race will begin on a Saturday for the first 

time since 2010, heading along the A713 through the 
Glenkens around lunchtime. 
Paul Bush OBE, VisitScotland’s Director of Events, 

said: "The Tour of Britain presents cycling fans with an 
unparalleled opportunity to see their favourite teams and 
riders take to the roads."
 Dumfries and Galloway most recently welcomed the 

OVO Energy Tour of Britain in 2016, but has been a 
regular fixture on the route of Britain’s most prestigious 
cycle race, having hosted stages on nine previous 
occasions.
 Councillor Adam Wilson, the Council’s events champion, 

said: "Cycling fans in our corner of Scotland will be thrilled 
with the news that the Tour of Britain is to return to 
Dumfries and Galloway. The Tour is a much-loved event 
here, and we are proud of our long association with the 
UK’s most significant cycling event."
The event features Olympic, World and Tour de France 

champions, and attracts 
a roadside audience of 
over 1.5m spectators. 
Live coverage of the race 
is shown daily in the UK 
on ITV4 and Eurosport.
Pictured: Far left - The 

2019 stage one route. 
Near left - Andre Greipel 
salutes the Castle 
Douglas crowd after 
winning the Scottish 
Stage of the Tour in 
2016.

The Blackcraig Wind 
Farm Community Fund 
opened on 1 June. 
The fund is being administered by 

Foundation Scotland. The deadline 
for applying is 23 August 2019 with 
decisions due in November.
 The overall purpose of the Fund 

is to help our communities to be 
even better places to live and visit 
for people of all ages. Groups can 
apply for grants of between £500 and 
£25,000 for projects that will help the 
communities become more connected, 
strong, creative, inclusive, healthy 
and long lasting.  A wide range of 
charitable activities that will benefit 
the community can be funded.  As is 
usual in these types of funds there are 
also some restrictions, for example 
awards cannot be made to individuals 

or for political or religious purposes.
Drop-in sessions were held in 

early June across the area where 
representatives of Foundation 
Scotland and The Glenkens & District 
Trust, who will make the decisions 
on the awards, attended to answer 
questions and provide support.   
They were very well attended with 
people asking questions about a wide 
range of potential applications. Early 
indications are that there will be no 
shortage of applications!  
Once the closing date for 

applications is reached, Foundation 
Scotland will review applications to 
ensure they are eligible. They are 
also likely to contact applicants to 
discuss the application to ensure the 
information is clear. They will then 
produce information to enable The 
Glenkens & District Trust to make the 
decisions.

The Community Councils have also 
received their individual awards 
from the fund and are making 
their own arrangements to use this 
amount within their own individual 
Community Council areas. As 
individual Community Councils they 
can decide how best to use the money 
on charitable projects to benefit their 
area although similar restrictions 
apply as in the main fund. They can 
decide to use the money for their own 
projects or to invite applications from 
their community.
Support and information will be 

available during the application phase 
from Foundation Scotland who have 
their local office in Gatehouse of Fleet.
Details on the criteria for 

awards, where to ask questions 
and how to apply are available on 
the following website: 
www.foundationscotland.org.uk/
programmes/blackcraig

WIND FARM FUND OPEN FOR
APPLICATIONS

Tour of Britain Cycle Race
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Community councils 
are the most local tier of 
statutory representation 
in Scotland. 
They bridge the gap between local 

authorities and communities, and 
help to make public bodies aware 
of the opinions and needs of the 
communities they represent. 
There are around 1,200 community 

councils in Scotland. Here in the 
Glenkens we are lucky enough to 
have five active community councils 
- Balmaclellan, Dalry, Carsphairn, New 
Galloway & Kells, and Parton - and 
they all welcome anyone who wishes 
to become involved in their local 
community.
As a statutory body 

there are some rules, 
one of which is that all 
community councils 
must hold an election 
every four years – that 
date is now fixed for 
3 October. An election 
allows new people the opportunity to 
become involved and help their local 
community and existing members 
also need to reapply. 
If you wish to become a community 

councillor you must be over 16 years 

old, resident in the community council 
area and be on the Electoral Register. 
You will need a proposer, who should 
also be on the Electoral Register in 
your area. Nomination papers are 
available on the Dumfries & Galloway 
Council website (www.dumgal.gov.uk/
communitycouncils) or by emailing 
community.councils@dumgal.gov.uk 
Nominations are open from Tuesday 

13 August to Tuesday 3 September. 
An election ballot will only be held, 
on Thursday 3 October, if there are 
more nominations than places on the 
community council.
If there is a specific project you want 

to get involved with it is also possible 
to become co-opted as a temporary 
member.
Community council meetings are 

usually held once a month and typical 
items on the agenda could include: 
planning applications, reports of 
road issues such as potholes, broken 
pavements or street lights requiring 
repair, upcoming local events and 

updates on projects such as Galloway 
Glens. With wind farm money starting 
to come through there may also be 
discussion on local projects that might 
benefit from funding. Representatives 
from the police usually attend as well 
as one of our Dumfries & Galloway 
Councillors (Dougie Campbell, Pauline 
Drysdale or Jane Maitland).
All community council meetings are 

open to everyone so if you’d like to 
find out more, why not pop along to 
your next local meeting, days and 
times as follows:
Balmaclellan, last Monday of month, 

7.30pm, Balmaclellan Village Hall.  
Carsphairn, last Monday of month, 
7pm, Lagwyne Village Hall. Dalry, first 
Monday of month, 7pm, Dalry Town 
Hall. New Galloway & Kells, second 

Monday of month, 7pm, 
New Galloway Town Hall. 
Parton, bi-monthly (next 
will be Sept), 7pm, Parton 
Village Hall.
Mossdale don’t have 

a community council. 
Corsock and Kirkpatrick 
Durham (KPD) are joined, 

and have meetings monthly at 
7.30pm either in Corsock Village Hall 
or KPD Village Hall. Nb Parton and 
Corsock are in the Castle Douglas 
Ward, as opposed to the Glenkens 
and Dee Ward.

Help Your Community Have a Voice

Community councils...bridge 
the gap between local 
authorities and communities...

Carsphairn Primary 
School celebrated its 
296th year with a 
community barbecue 
and open house.
There were displays of school 

work past and present, along with 
many former members of staff, 
pupils and parents present, all of 
whom thoroughly enjoyed the live 
music, delicious food and stimulating 

conversation.
After the summer holidays 

Carsphairn School will be undergoing 
a process termed ‘mothballing’, 
which involves the school going 
into a temporary waiting period of 
closure until the current children in 
Carsphairn parish reach school age 
or new children move into the parish 
where they will be able to attend 
this wonderful little school. The only 
two pupils currently attending will be 
leaving to go to secondary school this 
August, so with no pupils, the school 

has no choice but to undergo this 
process.
A big thank you goes out to Margaret 

Heuchan, Claire Edgar and all the rest 
of the people involved in creating this 
brilliant event. 
With only another four more years 

before the school’s 300th anniversary 
of serving the community, here’s to 
another 296 years of this excellent 
rural school.

Carsphairn Primary School BBQ
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EVERYTHING listed in the Glenkens Freecycle section is FREE - you just need to 
contact the owner and go and pick it up! If you would like to list something on this 
page, please get in touch with Sarah on 07727 127 997 or glenkensgazette@hotmail.co.uk

OFFERED
Yamaha Electone electric 

organ. Very good condition. Must 
collect. Contact: Christine: 01556 
690 530.
Tile adhesive remover. Unopened 

and with full instructions. Small 
Black & Decker strimmer. Suitable 
for small area only. 6 brake/tail 
light/flasher auto bulbs. Contact: 
Sue on 07563 718 011.

Very old petrol-driven 
rotovator, engine needs work but 
all moving parts move. Contact: 
0775 229 3138.
2-seater three piece suite, never 

sat on. Electric fire with artificial 
fire effect, hardly used. Contact: 
Mr Fisher on 01644 430 493 until 6 
August; thereafter, contact Sarah on 
07727 127 997.
Trampoline. Contact: 01644 430 

380.

FOR SALE
Set of 15 blue and white 

antique plates in varying sizes. 
Not valuable but I can date these 
around 1912. £20 for the set. 
Contact: Sue on 07563 718 011.
Small under-counter fridge. 

Good condition, about four years 
old; £20. Contact: 07876 353 557 
after Monday 5 August (I can help 
with removal if necessary).

sponsored by 

HOUSE REPAIRS
JOINERY

Semi-retired Furniture Maker & 
Builder in GLENKENS AREA

...special rates for inclusion of 
tea, cake and friendly banter...

Call Pete on 07970 462 088

New Galloway 
Golf Club

Founded 1902
www.nggc.co.uk

- 01644 420737 -
Buggies now available for hire

VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Gordon McAdam
Plumbing 
& Heating

22 Kirkland Street
St John‛s Town of Dalry

01644 430 393
07834 321 789

Glenkens Agricultural 
Society Annual Show

Saturday 17th August 2019
Newfield Farm, Dalry

Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Poultry, Horses, Show Jumping, Fancy 
Dress Pony, Pets & Dogs, Crookmaking, Refreshments, 
Schedules from Judith Cowie on 07743 004 189 or 

judith_2006@hotmail.co.uk

“I will certainly 
be running my ad 
in the Glenkens 
Gazette again. It has 
generated a good 
deal of interest, and 
brought in business 
already."             Ian

Spalding Bowling Club in Dalry held 
its open triples competition.
Pictured are (left to right): Runners up Scott McCubbin, 

Emma Russell, Trudy McCubbin, club president Elizabeth 
Peacock, Steve Papworth who presented the prizes to the 
winners, Eddie Harris, Daisy Davidson, Craig Cobbledick 
(Ayrshire) on behalf of the sponsors Clachan Inn, Dalry, 
and W Johnstone & Son of Crocketford.      Valerie Russell

Spalding 
Bowling Club
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sponsored by 

A cafe with a 
difference is coming to 
the Glenkens. 
Starting in October there will be a  

Climate Cafe during the autumn which 
will provide anyone who is interested 
with the opportunity to share their 
feelings and concerns about the 
climate crisis confronting us. 
Anxiety about climate change is 

widespread but what can we do as 
individuals? Gathered informally in 
small groups in the Climate Cafe, we 
will be able to explore what we can 
do, as individuals and with others. 
Climate change need not be a taboo 
subject. Having the conversation can 
be empowering and energising and 

reassures us 
that we are 
not facing this 
challenging 
subject in 
isolation.
The Glenkens 

Climate Cafes 
will be held 
in CatStrand 
on Sunday 
afternoons. 
Admission 
is free but 
booking is 
required. The 
usual range of 
teas, coffees 
and light refeshments will be on sale. 
The Climate Cafe is organised by the 

Glenkens Climate Group, part of the 
Stewartry Climate Group. Dates will 
be announced in the next Gazette.

New Galloway’s 
resident ‘flower 
fairies’, Linda 
Garretty and Marion 
Briggs, have gone a 
massive step further 
in their gardening 
efforts this year. 
The ‘fairies’ keep the village looking 

beautiful with a lovely and well-
maintained community garden and 

their annual scattering of colourful 
tubs and baskets of summer flowers. 
This year they have also conjured 
up wooden planters containing all 
manner of edible herbs, flowers and 
vegetables.
 Taking inspiration from the national 

Incredible Edible initiative which 
aims to encourage communities to 
grow and celebrate local food, New 
Galloway’s very own Galloway Greens 
was sprouted. Then, with a bit of help 
from their gardening friends, and 
some extremely generous donations 
from local businesses, charities and 

one very 
special 
personal 
donation, 
timber was 
bought, 
planters were 
made, seeds 
were sown 
and now, 
after a lot of 
hard work by 
all concerned, 
the planters 
are producing 
a leafy array 
of green 
goodness!
The 

Galloway 
Greens 
planters have 
been placed 
in eight 

accessible and well-walked locations 
around the village. Folk are welcomed 
and encouraged to help themselves to 
what they need – lettuce and rocket 
leaves for salad, a bit of broccoli or a 
few carrots and mangetout for dinner, 
or just a sprinkle of parsley for those 
lovely new potatoes you just bought 
at the New Galloway Community 
Shop. 
Pupils and adults from Kells School 

have visited Marion in her polytunnel 
and have been learning how to ‘prick’ 
out young seedlings, a skill that will 
be very useful when tending their own 
productive school garden. Some of 
those children who live in the village 
are going to be busy watering our 
new little green gardens, and any help 
that anyone can give with watering 
the flower containers along the High 
Street would be most welcome.
If you look carefully, you will see 

that each planter carries a small 
plaque naming one of the sponsors of 
the project. 
Galloway Greens would like to thank 

the following people for their interest, 
generosity and support: Martin & 
Green, Builders, Castle Douglas. 
Rembrand, Dalbeatie. Natural 
Power Consultants Ltd, Dalry. Marc 
Henklemann, Architectural Services, 
Kirkcudbright. Russ & Jill Russell, 
formerly of Greenhead House, New 
Galloway. Andy McQuaker, Contract 
Services. New Galloway Alternative 
Games Fund. Bute-II-Full Garden 
Centre, Castle Douglas.

GLENKENS CLIMATE CAFE

Growing Greens in New Galloway

New Galloway’s resident ‘flower fairies’ and their helpers....
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CASTLE DOUGLAS SURGERY HOURS
Mon-Fri  2.00-2.30 pm & 5-6 pm

Sat 2-2.30 pm
DALBEATTIE SURGERY HOURS
Mon, Wed, Fri  3-3.30 pm
Tues & Thurs 6-6.30 pm

FOR APPOINTMENTS AT BOTH SURGERIES
OR IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY

�      01556 502263  �
VETERINARY SURGERY

OAKWELL ROAD
CASTLE DOUGLAS

THE STEWARTRY VETERINARY CENTRE

Family 
and friends 

coming to stay?
Short of space?

Cosy country cottage
 available (sleeps 4)

Call Fiona on 
01644 420 227

www.covenanters-holidaycottagescotland.co.uk

More than 80 
residents and friends of 
New Galloway gathered 
in the Town Hall for a 
Pie and Baked Tattie 
Supper to celebrate 
the second anniversary 
of New Galloway’s 
Community Shop.
It was great to share the company 

of many familiar faces and also to 
welcome some of the newcomers 
who have joined the community in 
the last couple of years.
While guests enjoyed the meal 

served by committee members 
and helpers, a programme of 
entertainment was staged, compered 
by Anne Errington. Performers 
included Andrew Biellinski, Scottish 
songs; Andrew Frew, poetry; Bill 
Wiseman, hurdy gurdy; Dante 
Newberry, piano; Ellen Biellinski, 
violin; Fiona Edgar, violin & piano; 
Florrie Newberry, piano; ‘Geoff of 
Dunscore’, recitations and Rory 
Newberry, piano. It was heartening 
to be reminded that we have so 
much talent, of all ages, in our 
community. 
New Galloway Community 

Enterprises Ltd (NGCE) now operates 

two 4-star self-catering holiday lets 
and a community laundry in addition 
to the shop. As a community benefit 
society, NGCE is owned by its 250 
members but, with a view to building 
up resilience for the future, the 
evening also saw the launch of an 
Open Share offer to give residents 
and friends of New Galloway and 
Kells the chance of buying shares 
and becoming members if they have 
not already done so. 
NGCE would like to thank 

Community Shares Scotland 
for sponsoring the launch, our 
Community Engagement Worker, 
Sam Rushton, and Margaret Watson 
for devising and organising the 
event, all our very able performers 
and everyone who helped before, 
during and after the 
event.
Pictured: Top - 

Participants formed 
a procession led by 
piper, Ian Wemyss, 
which made its way 
from the shop to 
the Town Hall at the 
start of the event. 
Right - Story-teller 
Anne Errington was 
one of those who 
entertained the 
residents and friends 
of New Galloway 
during the Supper.

New Galloway Celebrates
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Thursdays:
12noon-1pm – Crossmichael

1-2pm – Parton/Loch Ken Holiday Park
2-4pm – Balmaclellan area

4-5.30pm – The Hidden Road
Fridays:

8-10.30am – Dalry
10.30-11am – Glenlee Area

11am – New Galloway
12noon – New Galloway Shop

2pm – Mossdale area
3-4pm – Laurieston to Gatehouse

Please note that all times are approximate.

07966 103 912      charliecoid@hotmail.com

GLENKENS ROUTE

Fleet Fish aims to provide top quality produce which is 
sourced as locally as possible. We take pride in offering 

friendly door-to-door service tailored to our customers’ needs.

The beautiful garden 
at the New Galloway 
town sign is really 
lovely this year, all 
courtesy of our ‘guerilla 
gardeners’. 
The flower bed is stunning, and 

I just wanted to give a shout-out 
of thanks in the Gazette to let the 
gardeners know how much it is 
appreciated.  
           Nicky

THANKS TO GUERILLA GARDENERS



Glenkens Gazette page 8 Glenkens Gazette page 9

ULTRASOUND PREGNANCY 
SCANNING

For bookings and info:
Duncan Kennedy

07860 474001
dk@passcan.co.uk

www.passcan.co.uk
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This year’s Picnic 
in the Park in New 
Galloway was another 
great success, despite 
the rather damp 
conditions.
Kells Primary School helped with 

this year’s event and organised a 

number of table-top games and a 
stall.  
One of the most popular activities 

of the afternoon was the Pet Show, 
also organised by the school. Pets, 
including a hamster, a rabbit, a 
chicken and lots of dogs, entered 
classes such as Waggiest Tail, Best 
Six Legs and Pet the Judges Would 
Most Like to Take Home.  
The stocks were once again 

popular 
with various 
unfortunate 
but brave 
people being 
soaked with wet 
sponges! 
Races were 

organised by 
Sam Rushton 
and her helpers, 
and included a 
three-legged 
race and egg-
and-spoon races.
Glen Urr came 

along with their 
ice cream van, 
there were 
strawberries, 

Pimm’s, prosecco and a BBQ. Fabby 
Cakes also had a stall with their 
cakes, pasties and sausage rolls.
The committee would like to thank 

everyone who supported the event 
and those who donated things and 
helped on the day. We are planning 
to use some of the donations to 
renovate the seats in the village, 
and possibly also purchase another 
picnic table for the park. As always, 
any donations will be put back into 
the  community.
Next year we are hoping to arrange 

a special event to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of VE day. Instead 
of a picnic, we are planning a Party 
in the Park, similar to the street 
parties that took place 75 years ago.  
Everyone in New Galloway and Kells 
Parish will be invited and there will 
be a tea – which might just include 
Spam sandwiches! There will also 
be games for the children and music 
from the 1940s. This is still in early 
stages of planning but if anyone 
knows of events that took place in 
New Galloway in 1945 please do let 
us know and we will try to re-enact 
them.      Joan Walker, New Galloway
           Celebratory Events Committee

PICNIC IN THE PARK 2019

Visitors enjoying this year’s Picnic in the Park.
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CatStrand Highlights
CatStrand and our 

partner venues have 
some great events 
coming up over August 
and September in the 
Glenkens.
Our Movie in the Park is back on 

Sunday 18 August - bring a deck 
chair and wrap up against the drizzle 
for The Way Way Back (12A), a film 
which promises “the best two scenes 
ever filmed on a waterslide” (The 
Atlantic). The screening will start after 
dark, around 9pm, in New Galloway 
Park.
Samson Sounds lead the charge in 

Scotland's world dance music scene. 
Catch them with guest vocalist, Tom 
Spiral, at Dalry Town Hall on Friday 
16 August as part of Dalry's new live 
events programme. 
The Dalry Film Club are back with a 

selection of big-hitters in September. 
Bohemian Rhapsody (12A) will 
screen on Wednesday 4 September, 
and comedy Stan and Ollie (PG) on 
Wednesday 18 September.

Blackbird Opera perform The 
Marriage of Figaro as part of 
their regional tour following 
months of rehearsal at 'Ai the 
Arts' on Sunday 25 August. 
A Play and Piece returns on 
Thursday 19 September with 
a one-act play fresh from the 
Edinburgh Fringe, Hindsight, 
performed by local company Fox 
and Hound. Starting at 1pm, the 
play ticket includes your ‘piece’ 
and a drink.
World class Scottish folk graces 

CatStrand's auditorium in these 
late Summer months; BBC Radio 
Scotland Young Trad Musician 
finalist, Iona Fyfe, performs 
Aberdeenshire rooted ballads 
with her trio on Saturday 17 
August. 
Musical geniuses and old friends, 

Ross Ainslie & Tim Edey, combine 
talents for a special show at CatStrand 
on Friday 30 August, and acclaimed 
Orcadian four-piece Fara offer up their 
“tumbling cascade of Northern Isles 
fiddle” (Folk Radio) on Saturday 7 
September.
Queen of the South fans should 

get their tickets booked for an 

archive screening event on Sunday 
1 September. Join CatStrand's own 
Brian Edgar for an evening of vintage 
matches, sharing of more recent 
action, photos and recollections of 
heroes past and present - during the 
evening Brian, who has been a loyal 
supporter of the club for the latter 
half of its existence, will attempt to 
explain why!

Samson Sounds

Our youth summer 
programme has started 
and it’s jam-packed with 
workshops, trips and 
events for young people, 
most of which are free. 
From gaming to photography, 

printmaking to magazine creation, 

we’ve got it covered. All are welcome, 
so pop into the youth booth or 
CatStrand for a brochure. Some 
events to look out for are included 
below.
Football Heroes: Meet the Author 

and Kickaround (Mon 12 Aug, 1-
3pm, ages 7+, booking required): 
Join the author of the Ultimate 
Football Hero series - Matt Oldfield 
- to hear the incredible stories of 

your favourite footballers and their 
journeys from playground to pitch.  
This will be followed by the ultimate 
football match where you’ll get to 
represent your favourite player. Will 
De Gea save the day or will Mbappé 
shoot his team to victory? There’s 
only one way to find out!
Dragaoke Night (Wed 14 Aug, 

7.30pm start, ages 12+): Featuring 
local drag queen Devine Tension, this 
will be an evening of amazing outfits, 
superb lip-synching and all the glitter. 
If you’re interested in seeing how 
Devine transforms herself, come along 
to her makeover session beforehand.
Movie in the Park: The Way, 

Way, Back (Sun 18th Aug, 9pm 
film start, ages 12+): Our annual 
film night in New Galloway Park 
returns with this coming-of-age story 
about a young introvert who finds 
unexpected refuge and friends in a 
local waterpark. The BBQ will start 
around 8pm and remember to bring 
something to sit on!
In September, we’ll be on the look-

out for new youth volunteers to join 
our team. If you’re in S1 or above and 
interested in the arts, get in touch 
with katy@catstrand.com or pop into 
CatStrand for a chat. 

Catstrand’s Summer Youth Programme

Pick up a CatStrand Youth Summer programme 
from retail outlets around the Glenkens.
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OK…hands up who 
got caught out by 
the late frosts and 
cold nights in May! 
(My hand is up, by 
the way.)
The last few years have been 
kind to us gardeners; when the 
weather turns warmer (and 
usually wetter) for the first time 
in May, we have got away with 
putting out our pots, tubs and 
baskets, and planting out our 
tender veg.  But not this time.  
Night time temperatures during 
May were consistently cold, 
down to plus three to plus five in 
new money.  That’s not a frost 
I hear you say; no, but low soil 
temperatures meant that stuff just 
didn’t get going (see how late the 
tatties were at coming up) and 
many of the ornamentals took a 
‘check’ and just sat there in a huff 
for several weeks.
Yes, I did bring my pots, tubs 
and baskets in for the night when 
it looked like going down to five 
Celsius or below, and that helped.  
But I couldn’t do much about the 
runner beans and sweet corn that 

I had planted out.  They got badly 
frosted and even the fleece wasn’t 
enough protection.  Fortunately, I 
had a backup set of plants coming 
along in the greenhouse – in a 
good year I don’t need them 
so they get given to friends or 
the charity shop, but this year I 
needed them and planted out for 
a second time in late May.  I had 
seed left so I planted up a third 
lot in the greenhouse.  Just as 
well, because rabbits got in and 
demolished my second planting 
– such is the lot of the gardener.  
Rabbit proof netting and warmer 
nights at the start of June, saw 
the third set planted out and are 
now all doing well.
So, what am I saying?  
Well, have a plan, 
and a backup plan.  If 
you have to go to the 
backup plan, create 
a new backup plan, 
it certainly saved my 
season.  It did give me 
a chance to see how 
cold affects different 
plants though.  Runner 
beans were truly 
frosted and they turned 
limp; after a day or 
two they turned brown 
and were destined for 

the compost bin.  My sweet corn 
turned very pale green, then 
yellow and almost white so they 
followed the beans.  With some 
other plants, the leaves turned 
a purplish colour or curled up 
– most of them grew out of it OK.
Having now dug my early tatties 
(doesn’t that leave the ground 
dry?) I will now be adding some 
compost and fertiliser, watering 
well and planting out with some 
late season veg and salads: 
lettuce, callaloo, pak choi, 
Japanese onions.  But before 
that, a mass of dead-heading and 
weeding.  Pots and baskets are at 
their best just now and the garlic 
is the best I’ve ever had, so there 
are always rewards.

The Intrepid Gardener

THE GARDEN SPOT

Rabit-proof sweetcorn.

I have had some 
new visitors to my 
garden for the last few 
weeks...pine martens. 
People who have seen my pictures of 

them seem really interested. Most folk 
have never seen a pine marten and if 
they have it is only one or two. 
I thought others might be interested 

to know that we have these rare 
creatures here in New Galloway. 
I am really fortunate to live on the 

edge of the Galloway Forest and have 
a wonderful variety of birds and other 
wildlife visiting the feeders in my 
garden. 
 I looked out at about 9am one 

morning and my first thought was 
“that’s a very big squirrel”, I soon 
realised that it wasn’t a squirrel and 
after a quick look on good old Google 
was sure it was a pine marten.  
I have never seen one in the 25 

years we have lived here so knew 
little about them, hence some more 
investigation on the Scottish Natural 

Heritage site.  It seems they 
are quite rare and at one 
time were almost extinct 
in Scotland except in the 
north but there is a small re-
introduced population here in 
Galloway.
A week after my first 

sighting I saw them again 
so set up a wildlife camera 
that I hadn’t used for some 
time.  They are now coming 
regularly and there seems 
to be a family of three 
youngsters. Some of the 
videos are quite funny with 
one trying to open the lid of 
the feeder while another is 
sitting on it, on others one will 
sit on the lid while another has 
his head in the box!  They are mainly 
nocturnal but I do see them early 
morning and in the evening.  
I understand that they will take 

young birds which is a shame though 
I think the ones visiting me will 
have plenty food with the amount of 
peanuts they are eating! They also 
catch mice and rats and apparently 

also prey on grey squirrels as they are 
slower than red squirrels so that is 
good news.  I still have plenty of red 
squirrels, when the pine martens head 
off to bed the squirrels come to see if 
they have left them plenty of nuts!
I feel very privileged to have so 

much interesting wildlife  - the feeder 
in question is only six metres from my 
house.     Joan Walker

Unusual Glenkens Garden Visitors

Pine marten at the feeder in Joan’s garden.
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New Galloway Golf 
Club is enjoying a 
great summer, not 
least was our Captain’s 
Day celebrations held 
in June. 
The day began with the now annnual 

9-hole Junior competition for the 
Les Burton Trophy. The winner, once 
again, was young Chloe Aitken with 
a fine net 31. However, much praise 
must go to Sophie Roberts who, 
although still under 10 years of age, 
played her heart out to come a close 
second with an amazing net 32.
Following the juniors the main event 

took centre stage, playing for the Jack 
McQueen Trophy and, once again, the 
ladies were to the fore. The winner, 
although only on the last 6 holes, was 
Janette Davidson with 38 points, with 
Marena McClymont second also on 38 
points. 
The Gents quaich was won by 

Scott Jamieson with 38 points. The 
Junior quaich was won by Fiona 
McQueen, who shot a fantastic 37 
points. Following the main event, 
the traditional Junior parent putting 

competition was won by young Hector 
McCulloch and his Mum. 
Once again the members all 

contributed to an amazing buffet and 
we would like to thank everyone who 
worked so hard to make the day a 
huge success.
The Club's ladies have recently had 

much success outwith the club with 
the vice captian, Marena McClymont, 

and Anne McQueen winning the 
Southerness Open, and Elena Rogers 
and Erica Porteous in the prize list at 
the Dalbeattie Open.
Our Junior coaching programme 

continues to be very popular with 
up to 20 children attending every 
Saturday morning and our coaches 
continuing to work in the local 
schools.       Ian Brown

NEW GALLOWAY GOLF CLUB

Prize winners on Captain’s Day.

I was brought 
up surrounded by 
motorbikes, my father 
being a motorcycle 
engineer at a time when 
few families owned cars 

and most people got 
around on a bike.
I love to see all the old models 

brought out for their summer airing 
each year – especially if there's a 
chance of a close-up look and a chat 
with the owner.

Nostalgia on Two Wheels

On our winding roads each 
springtime

Touring 'neath uncertain skies,
Vintage British motorcycles

Made with pride in years gone by.

From their winter hibernation
Matchless, Douglas, BSA...

Royal Enfield, Francis Barnet...
To the hills of Galloway!

Oh, the sight of them reminds me
Of the happy days of yore,

When we travelled round the country
With our Ariel Square Four.

Chromework polished to perfection,
Paintwork gleaming, lamps all bright,

James, Excelsior and Norton,
Oh what transport of delight.

Once to grimy work they took us,
To the factories grim and grey.

Now they cruise in sleek retirement
Through the hills of Galloway.

by Sue Wiseman

(with apologies to anyone whose 
favourite bike I have left out...)

A Lifetime Love of Motorbikes
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Millennia ago, ice 
and snow covered the 
Rhinns of Kells and, 
slowly as a toe nail and 
as unstoppable as time, 
a glacier grew, pushing 
its dirty toes along the 
Polharrow river bed, 
ploughing deeply and 
cutting corners as it 
went.  
 Time passed; the weather warmed 

and gradually the glacier and its 
icy toes withdrew leaving behind 
its load of rocks and clay. Streams 
boisterously replaced it.  
 Time passed; people came to the 

valley; time passed and farming 
began. People chose the places with 
lush growth and running water. They 
found the boulder clay and built their 
houses nearby. They named the 
streams. 
 Time passed; the population grew; 

fewer children died; education was 
decreed and so a school was built on 

the road above the 
Polharrow Burn. 
Pupils came from 
up the glen and 
over the hill. Bare 
foot in summer 
time; shod in 
winter. Their path 
was blocked by 
drystone dykes, 
so stone stiles 
were built in. A 
footbridge was 
required for those 

crossing the Crummieburn from 
Crummypark; so stout oak was found 
and the bare feet no longer slipped on 
treacherous boulders.  
 Time passed; pupil numbers fell 

from over 40 to just a few and 
wheeled transport was available to 
take them to school in Dalry. The 
Schoolhouse became a home and 
in 1980 we came to Crummypark. 
We rebuilt the ruined house and 
delightedly found the neglected 
wooden bridge. For years it served us 
well and we cherished and repaired it; 
children played under and over it; we 
walked across to visit our neighbours 
in the schoolhouse. But one wild 
winter, raging water swept it away.  
 New folk now live in the rebuilt 

house. They feel no need to cross the 
burn. Perhaps future inhabitants will 
rebuild.  
 Time continues to pass. 

by Rhoda Rugg  
*Spelling note: The burn and 

holding are variously called Crummie, 
Crummy or Crombie. 

 

Gillespie Gifford & Brown LLP
Solicitors and Estate Agents

Dumfries & Galloway
01556 503744

www.ggblaw.co.uk
All legal advice

Offices in Castle Douglas, Dalbeattie
Kirkcudbright and Dumfries

A Moment in TimeA reader, inspired by 
the theme of the new 
regular Crossing Words 
page (opposite), has 
shared with us this 
special piece of writing 
about her own ‘crossing 
point’.
The subject of the piece 

is the bridge beside 
her garden, and was 
written while on duty 
as a CatStrand cafe 
volunteer, during the 
Glenkens Writers' Cafe.
The Writers’ Cafe meets 

every second Thursday 
of the month from 
7–9pm, and anyone 
interested in writing 
is welcome to come 
along – it’s free and no 
booking is required.

 Top: repairing the bridge. Above: the bridge with the 
schoolhouse is visible in the background.
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Are you interested 
in birds and other 
branches of natural 
history?  
If you are, why not come along to 

the Stewartry birdwatchers’ meetings?    
Since 1976 members and friends have 
held their monthly meetings  from 
September to April in Kells School, 
New Galloway. 
Officially we are called the Stewartry 

Branch of the Scottish Ornithologists’ 
Club (SOC). All are welcome. 
Although we have the word 

‘ornithologist’ in our title we are 
not a scientific body with dry-as-
dust speakers  - rather should the 
emphasis be on the word ‘club’ with 
friendly and informal meetings.  
Throughout the year the more active 
members also go birdwatching to 
interesting locations on the coast as 
well as inland, weather permitting of 
course. Those new to birdwatching 
are especially welcome to come along 
and be helped in identifying the birds 
we find. 
The first half of our 2019-20 

programme has three talks about 
Scotland and one about an inspiring  
conservation project overseas. We 
start on Thursday 19 September 
when Crystal Maw, who has been site 
manager of RSPB Scotland’s Galloway 
Reserves for the past seven years, 
will give her talk entitled Cousin 
Island: From Coconut Plantation to 
Ground-breaking Nature Reserve. This 
island is one of the group of islands 
which make up the Seychelles in the 
western Indian Ocean. 
On 10 October Tom Byers will talk  

on Dynamite in the Dunes: A Natural 
History of the Ardeer Peninsula - a 
subject much closer to home. This 
former industrial site in north Ayrshire 
has been reclaimed by nature and 

although it has the richest biodiversity 
in the region with an incredible 1,200 
different species of plants, animals 
and birds, 30 of which are nationally 
rare, it is threatened by developers.
 On 14 November Stan da Prato, a 

former president of the club and one 
of the editors of the club’s magazine 
Scottish Birds, will give his talk 
entitled Wildlife of the East Lothian 
Coast. It should be interesting to 
compare the birdlife of that eastern 
coast with that of our Solway 
coastline.
Brian Smith, former chairman of 

the Dumfries branch of the club, will 
speak on 12 December on Bobby’s 
Sand Martins and a Constant Effort 
Site. Bobby Smith is a retired farmer 
who built an artificial sandbank in 
1994 at Applegarthtown between 
Lockberbie and Lochmaben where 
17,000 young sand martins have 
been ringed over 25 years.  If birds 
and all aspects of the countryside 
interest you please come along to our 
meetings – and bring your friends 
along too! Non-members are always 
welcome. 
To find out more, contact 

chairman, Jeremy Brock, on 01557 
815 098 or secretary, Joan Howie, 
on 01644 420 280.

The Stewartry Bird Watchers

Brown noddy on Cousin Island, as 
featured in the talk on 19 September 

© Crystal Maw, RSPB..
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Look who wandered 
into Wright’s Shop the 
other day...

Wright’s Shop 
& Post Office

• licensed grocers • 
• newsagents •

stocking a range of local suppliers
• Express Bakery bread • 

• Irvings biscuits & cakes •
• Ballards & Dalmellington Country 

Butchers meat & pies • 
• Mitchells fruit & veg •

Dalry’s local convenience store

Shop & Post Office open 7 days
Monday to Friday 7am–6pm

Saturday 8am–6pm   Sunday 8.30am–4pm

Tel 01644 430 225

- three changing cask ales & cider -
- fresh, seasonal & local food -

- open all day every day -
- award-winning food, beer & 

atmosphere -
- en-suite accommodation -

- 20% off takeaway discount -
- country sport & walkers facilities -

01644 430 241
www.theclachaninn.co.uk

CAMRA PUB OF 
THE YEAR 2019

The sound of brass will be returning to 
Carsphairn Church when Kilmarnock Concert 
Brass perform a summer concert on Saturday 
24 August in aid of church funds.

The concert will start at 
7.30pm and light refreshments 
will be served during the 
interval. As in previous years, 
there will be no admission 
charge, but donations at the 
door are requested. 
Kilmarnock Concert Brass was 

near extinction five years ago, 
but past and present members 
rallied round and the band is 
now, once again, a thriving 
musical group under the baton 
of Scott Walker, renowned for 
its varied and entertaining 
concert programmes.
Pictured: Kilmarnock Concert 

Brass cornet players at the 
Scottish championships in March.

The Sound of 
Brass Returns  
to Carsphairn
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Balmaclellan has its 
very own newsletter. 
Denise MacDonald-
Kiernan tells us a little 
bit about what inspired 
her to start it...
I started the quarterly Balmaclellan 

newsletter for two reasons. Firstly, I 
thought that it was important to tell 
the whole of Balmaclellan what we in 
the Community Council were doing 
on their behalf; hopefully, this may 
encourage people to give us ideas 
and feedback even if they didn’t come 
to meetings, and perhaps join in 
activities to improve our community. 
Secondly, I wanted everyone in 
Balmaclellan to be interested in our 
area as a whole. There is often a 
perceived divide between those that 
live in the village and those outside. 
I wanted to show that we are keen 
to involve everyone in whatever way 
is comfortable for them; it is not just 
about coming to a meeting once a 
month (although that is important 
for us to make things happen), but 
it is also about learning, enjoying 
and appreciating where we live, the 
individuals that live with us, and how 
to help each other. 
In the newsletter, I like to include 

a variety of articles about what is 
happening in the area and the talents, 
interests and experiences of our 
residents.  
I’ve really enjoyed doing the 

newsletter although I have to say that 
as it gets towards each deadline, I 
panic because I haven’t got enough 
to include - even when I’ve got ideas, 
turning them into the finished thing 
can take forever (or so it feels); 
therefore any ideas or articles from 
other people are gratefully received. 
This is why, with the May newsletter, I 
wrote something to encourage people 
to help; I believe that I could choose 

anyone at random in Balmaclellan and 
there would be something interesting 
to write about them concerning their 
outlook, history, where they live, even 
a day with an unusual pet! 
 The newsletter is given out in print 

hardcopy as many people say they 
don’t have access to the internet. 
People can ask for it to be in larger 
print or read out to them if they need 
that. 
 When we take the newsletters 

out, I am reassured that people are 
interested in it, and we have even 
heard from people in New Galloway 
and Dalry who are eager to read it. I’d 
like to think that in some small way it 
helps people to value our community 
and show that they can make a 
difference.  
I would like to thank all those who 

have given me ideas or written for the 
newsletter. I would also like to show 

my gratitude to my husband who, 
as I am blind, has to help me collate 
and distribute the newsletter, along 
with my tolerant 14-year-old son who 
helps to put some through letter-
boxes. 
I have helpers because of my 

physical disability; one has a car 
which is higher off the ground than 
ours, so I pay her mileage to take the 
newsletters along the more difficult 
farm tracks. Two people from the 
Community Council have also helped 
deliver them.
As there are elections in October, 

I don’t know if I will be in post after 
that. The newsletter was my idea and 
I pay to print and deliver it myself, so 
it might not continue after October, 
but while it does, I hope at least some 
of the community carry on enjoying it.

Denise MacDonald-Kiernan

Balmaclellan Quarterly Newsletter

Map showing, outlilned in black, the 
Balmaclellan Community Council boundary.

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL

The Surgery
High Street

New Galloway

GLENKENS 
MEDICAL PRACTICE

General Medical & 
Dispensing Services

01644 420234

ROWAN HOLIDAY 
COTTAGE

4 Star Rated - Sleeps Six
Dog friendly - Private Parking

Secluded Garden 
An ideal base for exploring Galloway... 

07503 958 710
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The Oran Bagraidh 
project, produced by 
Katch Holmes as part 
of Knockengorroch 
Off Site’s programme, 
showcased at 
Knockengorroch Festival 
and also at Lagwyne 
Hall in Carsphairn.
The concert, part of D&G Arts 

Festival and in association with 
CatStrand, was a huge success 
with the Carsphairn event being 
a sell-out. One audience member 
comments: “The performance of 
Oran Bagraidh was compelling. A 
diverse group of musicians from 
all corners of the UK, brought 
together and fusing in a surprising 
and wonderful evening combining 
ancient sounds with unique musical 
creations. It felt like you were kept 
on the edge your seat right to the 
end, never knowing quite what to 
expect next.”
As well as the performances and 

the music CD created through the 
project, Oran Bagraidh musicians, 
along wiith local musicians, teachers 
and gaelic organisation Feis Rois and 
CatStrand, also hosted a children’s 
workshop. 
Pupils from p4-7 from Glenkens 

schools were taught the song 
Bruthaichean Beinn Beithe, 
inspired by the Galloway Gaelic 
song Oran Bagraidh written by 

Rody Gorman and set to music by 
Kate Howard. Also Oran Bagraidh 
performers Josie Duncan and 
Griogair Labhruidh taught the 

children elements of gaelic music.
The Carsphairn concert was 

supported by CREFL and D&G 
Unlimited. 

The Galloway Glens 
Landscape Partnership 
has been running a pilot 
project titled Go Wild.
It’s a free summer outdoor activities 

programme focused on discovering, 
exploring, conserving and sharing 
wild places. During these sessions 
for children, young people naturally 
develop skills, confidence and a 
love of being outside in our amazing 
natural environment. 
During one of the sessions children 

from the Glenkens are exploring 
Garroch Estate, Dalry, by kind 
permission of Nick Roper-Caldbeck, 
whose grandmother used to run an 
outdoors group on the estate for local 
children called ‘The Wolves of St. 
Francis’. 

Go Wild is also 
taking place at 
Threave Estate, 
Castle Douglas, 
(in partnership 
with National Trust 
for Scotland) and 
Barrhill Woods, 
Kirkcudbright, 
each one giving 
local children 
the chance to 
participate, 
including free 
transport. The 
children gain a 
John Muir Discover 
award in the 
process, presented 
in September at a 
friends and family 
event.

GOING WILD AT THE GARROCH

Young folk enjoying the Garroch Go Wild session.

Galloway Gaelic in the Glenkens

Top: Children’s workshop.
Above: Oran Bagraidh performance in Lagwyne Hall. 
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I am very fortunate 
to have been born 
and brought up in the 
Clachan (Dalry) in the 
1940s, when our local 
words were always used. 
Our local tongue and dialect have 

always been close to my heart - to hear 
the different ways of saying certain 
words really is something. It was so 
good for us all when the late Tommy 
Edgar and the late Robbie Murray both 
wrote poems about the area. Their 
verses brought out an excellent use of 
our local dialect. 
Tommy's verse Peter used a selection 

of Glenkens dialect such as: hae (have), 
yin (one), wae (with), thair  lane (on 
their own), nocht (nothing). In Robbie 
Murray's Toon o' Dalry again many local 
words were used: gane (gone), wi' 
(with), fitba (football), pipled (piebald), 
guid (good), aye (always).
Unfortunately with the changes in 

population, not so many folk now know 
our local words. I’m looking forward to 
the Speak o’ Galloway event when we 
will be able to listen to and discuss our 
local words.          Hilda McAdam

GLENKENS
TONGUES

Inspired by the work 
of Glenkens poet and 
songwriter Logan 
Paterson (1951–2013), 
an event titled ‘In 
Galloway the nicht…’ 
is being hosted by Ken 
Words as an evening of 
chat, songs, tunes and 
poems with Jo Miller 
and friends. 
It’s an opportunity to enjoy the 

living ‘speak’ of Galloway, as it 
comes, in the informal setting of 
the Ken Bridge before the Glenkens 
Story Scots Galloway Conference 
at CatStrand the following day (see 
details above).
Logan had an eye for the beauty, 

and hidden facets, of the gem he 
believed the Glenkens to be. He was 
a modest man who didn’t seek to put 
his writings ‘out there’ for publication 
and we are very fortunate that some 

of his work has survived to help keep 
alive the centuries-old tradition of 
local poets and songwriters writing in 
Gallovidian Scots.
Logan’s brother, Dave Paterson 

(landlord of the Ken Bridge Hotel), 
tells how “Logan had a great desire 
to keep the stories, the lore and the 
characters of the Glenkens alive and 
vibrant,” adding, “I hope this event 
will instil that desire in others. Logan 
wanted the folk of the Glenkens to 
appreciate living here and to let it 
inspire them.”
Come along, 7pm till late on Friday 

6 September, and join Jo Miller and 
friends in the relaxed setting of the 
Ken Bridge Carvery Room, with bar 
to hand.
So that you can enjoy a drink or 

two, there will be a free minibus 
taxi-service running between 10pm 
and midnight, offering lifts home 
within the Glenkens.
Tickets are £5, available from 

CatStrand (01644 420374). Any 
queries please contact Jane McBeth 
on the above number, or email 
jane.kenwords@gmail.com

In Galloway the Nicht...

Mist has quaitened doon the glen,
bringing peace tae everything.
My bairns the finest in the land,

in Galloway the nicht.
Clouds are girdled roon the moon,

sit on Millyea like a croon.
My wee bairnies coorie doon,

in Galloway the nicht.
from Galloway Lullaby by Logan 
Paterson, 1993 (“for my boys”)

SPEAK O’ GALLOWAY 
CONFERENCE

The Speak o’ Galloway is a one-day 
conference on the Scots language 
spoken in the south west. 
It is the latest in a series on the languages of Galloway, following last 

year’s highly successful event focussing on Gallovidian Gaelic. 
The event is being held on Saturday 7 September in the CatStrand, 

New Galloway.

THOSE TAKING PART INCLUDE: 
- Prof Jeremy Smith discussing Language & History in southwest 
Scotland. 
- Margaret Ferguson, author of Haud Yir Tongue and Mind Yir 
Language: A Sociolinguistic Study of the Distinctive Accent of South 
West Scotland. 
- Derrick McClure, discussing John Mactaggart’s Scottish Gallovidian 
Encyclopedia. 
- Chris Rollie, discussing Bird Names of Galloway. Rab Wilson, suthor 
Scots Language and Cormilligan, Today & Tomorrow.
- Speakers of the Galloway Speak have their say: What has 
happened to our language and does anybody care?

The event will be chaired by Professor Ted Cowan and Michael 
Ansell. Tickets are priced at £30 (students £20) and include 
coffee and a buffet lunch. To book tickets, contact CatStrand on 
www.catstrand.com or 01644 420 374.
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We seem to have 
become deeved daily 
by the kindly word, 
‘community’, whether 
in association with 
our own community 
councils or the 
European Community.
Both of these community bodies 

often appear at times to be intent 
upon displaying fierce internal 
disagreements which are the 
opposite of the communitarianism 
that stresses the individual’s 
responsibility to the community and 
family. 
The word can refer to the people 

of a country or a district who 
collectively share social values 
and responsibilities. Common or 
Commons (as in House of) derive 
from the same root as community, 
as do words such as commune 
which come to us through Latin and 
French. Plants, like humans, live in 
communities. In medieval Scotland 
there was significant reference to 
The Community of the Realm of 
Scotland particularly around the 
period of the Wars of 
Independence 1296-
1371, when the very 
survival of Scotland 
seemed to be in 
danger due to English 
aggression. 
The Communitas 

Regni Scotie has been 
described as denoting 
‘the totality of the king’s free 
subjects, but also something more 
than this; it meant the political 
entity in which the Scots and their 
king were comprehended. It was 
in fact the nearest approach to the 
later concept of a nation or nation 
state that was possible when a 
kingdom was, first and foremost, 
the fief of its king’. Does any of 
this matter to those who once 
lived and now live in the Glenkens 
community?
Robert Heron of New Galloway 

in writing his lengthy ‘History of 
Scotland’ thought so. He returns to 

the subject and status of community 
again and again to mark important 
historical junctures. He believed that 
there was much more to historical 
investigation than kings, queens and 
battles because just as importantly 
profound changes were taking place 
all the time, deep in the fabric of 
society. Indeed this is one of the 
many fascinations of studying 
the work of Galloway writers and 
historians, namely that they have 
a tendency to investigate the 
experiences of the folk that seldom 
get mentioned. 
Heron, like most historians, 

recognised Robert Bruce’s success 
in the Wars of Independence 
as one of the great turning 
points in Scotland’s history. 
‘All the individuals, and all the 
different classes or incorporated 
bodies, in the nation, however 
distinguished from one another 
by diversity of powers, situations 
and duties, composed but one 
grand Community’. The laws 
and obligations which defined 
and established members of 
the community and the officers 
defending these rights were 
all viewed in their relation to 
its political constitution. ‘These 

all together represent the 
Commonwealth or social union and 
interests, to him who wishes to 
examine the nature of his public 
duties’. In his view the growing 
sense of community equated with 
historical progress.
Heron was one of very few men 

of the eighteenth-century Scottish 
Enlightenment to praise the ideas 
and arguments in a remarkable 
document of 1320 known nowadays 
as The Declaration of Arbroath, 
first surfacing as a letter in Latin 
written to the pope  by ‘the whole 
community of the realm of Scotland’, 

demanding 
that he put 
pressure 
on the 
English king to cease his warlike 
activities and recognise Robert 
Bruce as rightful King of Scots. The 
propagandist document stated that 
if Bruce should ever submit to the 
English (an inconceivable notion) 
the Scots would drive him out as 
an enemy and subverter of his own 
rights and ours ‘and we would make 
some other man able to defend us 
our king’. 
This was the first explicit statement 

in European history of what is now 
known as the ‘the sovereignty of the 
people’. Bruce, hard-pressed as he 
was, had been forced to agree that 
just as the people could depose an 
unfit king so they could appoint his 
successor. Famously the document 
went on to state, ‘For as long as 
a hundred of us remain alive, we 
will never on any conditions be 
subjected to the lordship of the 
English. For we fight not for glory 
nor riches nor honours, but for 
freedom, which no good person 
gives up except with life itself’. Such 
inspirational and humane ideas 
have echoed down the centuries of 

Scottish history.
During the wars an 

association appeared 
briefly in the records known 
as the ‘Community of 
Galloway’, an early use of 
the term, which demanded 
and received certain 
concessions from the 
king, in this case Edward I 

because most of Galloway opposed 
the Bruce claim to the kingship.
The Declaration of Arbroath was 

accepted into The Unesco Memory 
of the World Register in 2016. Next 
year many of us will celebrate the 
700th anniversary of the Declaration 
and with it the Scottish regard for 
individual and national freedom, as 
well as the continuing inspiration of 
the democratic intellect.
● For much more in-depth 

discussion of some of the matters 
mentioned here see Cowan, For 
Freedom Alone; The Declaration of 
Arbroath, 1320.

LOCAL HISTORY with TED COWAN

From Galloway to Arbroath

“..the first explicit statement 
in European history of 
what is now known as ‘the 
sovereignty of the people’ “
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Sponsored by the Ken Bridge Hotel

This issue’s winner 
is Keith Brander 
with Stroanfreggan 
Sunset.
Keith wins an evening meal 

for two up to the value of 
£30 at the Ken Bridge Hotel. 
Competition judges Dave 

and Sue said: “A wonderful 
selection of pictures 
again. We have chosen 
Stroanfeggan Sunset, a 
lovely emotive picture 
with the sheep pens in 
the foreground and the 
old building framed by a 
beautiful landscape.”

How to Enter: any photos 
taken in the Glenkens can be 
entered - landscapes, wildlife, 
portraits, action shots... Email 
them to glenkensgazette@hot
mail.co.uk

If you are a winner the Gazette will send you out a voucher - please call the Ken Bridge to 
book your meal, and make sure to take your winner’s voucher along with you.

Photo of the Issue
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Not long 
after putting 
his feet up 
since his last 
fundraising 
trek, Robin 
Hood is ready 
to set out 
again.
Pictured is the latest 

soldier statue which 
has been made to 
accompany Robin 
on his hike, carved 
by chainsaw out of 
£3,500 worth of cedar 
wood.
This fundraising 

journey will take 
Robin from John 
O'Groats to Dumfries 
via the Caledonian 
Canal - a trek of just 
under 340 miles.

ROBIN SET TO HIT 
THE ROAD AGAIN

On behalf of the 
Glenkens Scout Group 
we would like to 
thank our committee, 
friends of Scouting and 
parents who helped 
make our 2019 jumble 
sale such a success.
We would also like to thank all who 

donated items and to those who came 
along and purchased goods.
Last but not least, a mention must 

go to the Cub Scouts and Beavers 
themselves – they worked tirelessly 
towards the sale and were a credit 
to the Scout movement, their scout 
leaders and parents, and we are very 
proud of them.
The total raised was an amazing 

£1,011.60. Thank you again for your 
support, it is much appreciated.

Heather, Hannah & Doug, Cub Scout 
Leaders and Diana, Tim & Chrissie, 

Beaver Leaders

Thanks 
from the 
Scouts
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Open Tues-Sat by appointment: 
01644 430 525
07876 397 725

26 Main Street, 
St John’s Town of Dalry

10th August
7th September

10am-12.30pm
For further information or to book a stall 

ring 01644 430 454 or visit
www.dalrytownhall.co.uk

Entrance by donation - proceeds towards Dalry Town Hall Refurbishment Fund
North of Castle Douglas, A713 Ayr Road

MACMILLAN COFFEE 
AFTERNOON

Thursday 3rd October, 1-4.30pm

We couldn’t do this 
event without our 
amazing bakers 
and helpers - this 
is truly a big team 
event and great fun!

Tea, coffee, cake 
and chat - come in 
and say hello. All 
welcome...

The fountain in 
Dalry is looking 
particularly 
splendid this 
year, offering a 
lovely splash of 
colour for locals 
and visitors 
passing through 
to enjoy.
Residents would like 

to say a big thank you 
to the village’s very 
own flower fairy, Jane 
Trueman.
Thanks Jane - 

your work is much 
appreciated and 
enjoyed!

A SPLASH OF COLOUR 
FOR DALRY’S FOUNTAIN

28 September
 Dalry Town Hall

10am-12noon

Help towards raffle, bottle 
stall and baking for both 
stall and teas would be 
gratefully appreciated.

Please contact Avril Brown 
on 01644 430 526

Abbas Rest 
Coffee 

Morning

Winner of the New 
Galloway Town Hall 
Survey prize is 
Shona McKenna.
Thanks for all your support 

Shona.      Ros Hill, LING
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AUGUST
Sat 4, Alternative Games, 2pm, 
New Galloway Park, see p28
Mon 5, Dalry Police Station Drop-
in, 5-6.30pm
Sat 10, Glenkens Farmers Market, 
see p24
Fri 16, Samson Sounds featuring 
Tom Spiral, 7.30pm, Dalry Town 
Hall
Sat 17, Iona Fyfe, 7.30pm, 
CatStrand
Sat 17,Glenkens Show, see p4
Sun 18, Movie in the Park, 9pm, 
New Galloway Park
Sun 18, GTI Bus Trip, see p25
Wed 21, Open Stage, 7.30pm, 
CatStrand
Fri 23, deadline for applications 
to Blackcraig wind farm communty 
fund, see p2
Sat 24, Words Live, 2.30pm, 
CatStrand
Sat 24, The Sound of Brass, 
7.30pm, Carsphairn Church, see 
p17
Sun 25, The Marriage of Figaro, 
2pm, CatStrand
Fri 30, Ross Ainslie & Tim Edey, 
7.30pm, CatStrand

SEPTEMBER
Wed 4, Dalry Police Station Drop-in, 
1-2.30pm
Fri 6, Pot Luck Supper, see front page
Fri 6, Jo Miller & Friends; In the 
Galloway Nicht, 7pm, Ken Bridge 
Hotel, see p20
Sat 7, Speak o’ Galloway Conference, 
CatStrand, see p20
Sat 7, Tour of Britain Cycle Race, see 
p2
Sat 7, Glenkens Farmers Market, see 
p24
Sun 8, deadline for entrants for 
Battle of the Bands, see p7
Sat 14, Glenkens Food Trail, see front 
page
Sat 14, GTI Bus Trip, see p25
Sat 21, Glenkens Feastival, see front 
page
Sat 21, Exhibition: Sean Watson 
(Mossdale), 10am-4pm, Castle 
Douglas Town Hall
Sat 28, Community Celidh, see front 
page
Thurs 19, Cousin Island: From 
Coconut Plantation to Ground-
breaking Nature Reserve, see p16
Sat 21, Exhibition: Sean Watson, 
10am-4pm, Castle Douglas Town Hall
Sat 28, Abbas Rest Coffee Morning, 

Dalry Town Hall, 10am-12noon, see 
p24

OCTOBER
Climate Cafe, see p5 
Thu 3, Community Council 
Elections, see p3
Thu 3, Macmillan Coffee Afternoon,  
1-4.30pm, Hair by Jayne, Main St, 
Dalry, see p24

Galloway Glens Summer 
Programme - see centre spread 
(p14&15)

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER

ADVERTISE IN 
THE GAZETTE

(price per issue incl VAT)

Call 07727 127 997 VAT Reg. No. 882 8361 87

SMALL: 6cm x 6cm, £37.80 (+ 10% 
off with series discount)
1/4 PAGE: 9cm w x 13cm h, £81.90 
(+ 25% off with series discount)
1/2 PAGE: 18cm w x 13cm h, 
£151.20 (+ 25% off with series 
discount)
FULL PAGE: 18cm w x 27cm h, £252 
(+ 25% off with series discount)

Glenkens Community Shop: Contact Shirley McNaught 
on 07955 743 022 or drop by the charity shop on Main 
Street, Dalry
Local Initiatives in New Galloway (LING): Contact 
Ros Hill on ros.hill@rathanhouse.co.uk
Dalry Communities Properties Trust (DCPT): Contact Andi 
Holmes on andiholmes@hotmail.com or 07729 292 126
Dalry Town Hall: Contact Jim Reid on 01644 430231 
New Galloway Community Enterprises (NGCE): 
Contact Sam Rushton on 07741 656601 or samCEW@
newgallowaycommunity.shop or pop into New Galloway 
Community Shop
Balmaclellan Community Trust: Contact Julia Higgins 

on  julia.higgins55@outlook.com 
CatStrand: Contact Chris Jowsey at chris@catstrand.com  
01644 420 374 or pop in to the CatStrand
Schools: Pop into the school office or call Carsphairn on 
01644 460 269, Dalry on 01644 430 105 (for Nursery, 
Primary & Secondary) or Kells on 01644 420 340
Bright Stars - Glenkens Community Nursery: Contact 
glenkenscommunitynursery@gmail.com
Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership (GGLP): 
Contact McNabb Laurie on mcnabb.laurie@dumgal.gov.uk
If you would like to add your community 
organisation to this list please get in touch with the 
Gazette - contact details are on the back page.

LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS
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CatStrand, New Galloway:
Film Makers’ Club, Mon 7-8.30pm
Exercise to Music: Mon 9.30-
10.30am
Margaret Morris dance 1: 3-7yrs, 
Mon (term-time) 3.45-4.30pm
Margaret Morris Dance 2: 8-16yrs, 
Mon (term-time) 4.30-5.15pm
Youth Volunteer Meet-up, 1st Tues 
of the month, 6-8pm, FREE PIZZA
Choreographic Skills Lab, Mon 
(term-time) 7-8.30pm, ages 12-18
Animation Club, Tues 4-6pm (starts 
12 Feb then fortnightly)
Gentle Tai Chi: Wed 10am
Wendletrap Tai Chi, Wed 2-3.30pm
Game Tech, last Wed each month, 
6-8pm
Writers’ Cafe, 2nd Thurs each 
month 7-9pm
Sing it Out, Thurs 11am -12pm
CatStrand Ukes, 1st & 3rd Thurs 
each month, 1–3.30pm
Yoga, Tues 6.30-7.30pm & Thurs 
9.15-10.45am
Learn the Whistle, (starts 
28 Feb; 8-week block. Ages 4-
12 - 3.45-4.30pm; Age 12+ & 
Adults - 5-6.30pm). Contact 
chris@catstrand.com to find out more
Zumba Gold, Fri (term-time) 9.30-
10.30am, CatStrand, 16+
Glenkens Community 
Centre, Dalry:
Paint & Art, Mon 2-4pm (moving 
to NG Town Hall from end April)
GCC Playgroup, Tues, Wed & Thurs 
9.15-11.45am
Guides, Tues 6-8pm

Yoga, Wed 7.30-8.45pm, for info call 
Carylann on 07817 400 287
Brownies, Thurs 6-7.30pm
Kickback Martial Arts, Thurs 7-
9pm
Thursday Craft Group, Thurs 2-
4pm
Glenkens Children’s Club, Fri 
10am-12noon 

New Galloway Town Hall: 
Glenkens Art Workshop, Mon 2-
4pm (restarts 26 Aug)
LING Elevenses & Lunches, Tues 
11am-2pm
Fast Broadband Access, Tues 
11am-2pm
Moving On Up with CD IT Centre 
(offers help with filling in forms), 
Tues 2-4pm
Table Tennis & Carpet Bowls, Tues 
7-9pm (restarts 2 after summer)
Circuits, Tues 5.30-6.30pm
Zumba, Wed 7.30-8.30pm, 11+
Circuits, Sat 8-9am

Various Locations:
Hatha Yoga, Mon 10-11.15am, 
Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn
Carsphairn Post Office, Tues 
1-3pm, Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn
Dalry WI, 3rd Tues each month 
2pm, Dalry Town Hall (except Jun, Jul 
& Aug)
Beavers, Tues 6–7.15pm, New 
Galloway Scout Hut
Dog Training, Tues & Thurs 7pm, 
Dalry Town Hall. Contact: Eric 460 
670
Mossdale Painters, Wed 9.30am, 
Mossdale Village Hall

A Chat, A Cuppa & A Cake, Wed 
10am-2.30pm, Balmaclellan Village 
Hall
Dalry School Community Choir, 
Wed 3.30-4.30pm, Dalry Secondary 
School
Cub Scouts: Wed 6.45–8pm, New 
Galloway Scout Hut
Youth Writing, 1st Thurs each 
month (during term time) 3.30-5pm, 
ages 10-15, Dalry Library
Kettlebells, Balmaclellan Village 
Hall, Thurs 6-7pm
Carsphairn SWI, 3rd Thurs of the 
month, Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn, for 
further info call Christine on 01644 
460 577
Coffee & Craft, Fri 9am-12noon, 
Lagwyne Hall
Folk Music Session, 4th Fri each 
month 7.30/8pm till closing, Ken 
Bridge Hotel
Scouts, Thu 7–8.30pm, New 
Galloway Scout Hut
Dru Yoga, Thu 12.30–2pm, 
Laurieston Village Hall
Gentle Tai Chi, Fri 10-11am, Dalry 
Town Hall
Golf Junior Coaching, Sat 10-11:
30am, New Galloway Golf Course, 
see p8
Restoring Footpaths, Sat 10am-
1pm, phone 420 632 to confirm
Junior Golf & Come-and-Try for 
all ages, New Galloway Golf Course, 
Sat 10am
Men’s Shed, Old Smiddy, 
Balmaclellan. Opening times: Mon 
9.30am-4pm & 6.30-8.30pm; Wed 
9.30am-1pm & woodcarving from 2-
4pm; Fri 9.30am-12noon.

REGULAR EVENTS

USEFUL 
NUMBERS:

● Pot-hole Hotline: 0845 276 0000 
● Police, non-emergency:  101
● Doctor:  01644 420 234
● NHS 24: 08454 24 24 24
● D&G Council: 030 33 33 3000

Dalry Library
Tuesdays 10.30am-2pm
Fridays 11am-4.30pm

For further informa�on contact Castle 
Douglas library on 01556 502 643

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND: Sunday 
Services: Balmaclellan 10am: 1st. 
Carsphairn 11.15am: 1st,2nd,3rd, 4th. 
Carsphairn 10.30am: 5th(Sept). Dalry 
10am: 2nd(Aug), 4th. Dalry 10.30am: 
2nd(Sept). Kells 10am: 3rd. Kells 10am: 
3rd. Special Services/Events: United 
Family Service, 8 Sept, 10.30am, Dalry 
Church followed by bbq at Dalry manse. 

United Harvest Thanksgiving  29 Sept, 
10.30am, Carsphairn Church, followed 
by harvest lunch in Lagwyne Hall. 
Communion Service: 1 Sept, 10am, 
Balmaclellan Church
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH: 
St Margaret’s, New Galloway: Holy 
Communion, 10.30am every Sun & Wed. 
CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES:  
Kirkcudbright: Sun Mass, 9.30am. 
Dalbeattie: Sat Mass, 5pm.

CHURCH TIMES
Full minutes of local Community Council meetings can be viewed at Dalry Library.

Balmaclellan Community Council 
Meetings: Last Monday each month, 
7.30pm, Balmaclellan Village Hall
Carsphairn Community Council 
Meetings:  Last Monday each month, 
7pm, Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn. 

Dalry Community Council Meetings: 
1st Monday each month, 7pm, Dalry 
Town Hall.
New Galloway & Kells Community 
Council Meetings: 2nd Monday each 
month, 7.30pm, New Galloway Town Hall.

Glenkens Community Councils
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Submit events, activities, news stories, cartoons, reviews, tips & 
techniques, fiction, photos, ads or ideas... Contact Sarah Ade on 

07727 127 997 or glenkensgazette@hotmail.co.uk 
OCT/NOV COPY DEADLINE: 5 SEPT

The Glenkens Gaze�e is an ini�a�ve of the Glenkens Community & Arts Trust, a Registered Sco�sh Charity No. SC032050

Design & co-ordination: 
Sarah Ade 
sarah.ade@gmail.com
Printing:Stranraer & 
Wigtownshire Free Press 
www.stranraer-freepress.co.uk

In the latest 
development in a local 
transport success story, 
New Galloway-based 
Glenkens Transport 
Initiative (GTI) is about 
to expand its horizons 
to be able to benefit 
more people in the local 
community than ever.
In 2001 the then recently-formed 

Glenkens Community & Arts Trust 
(GCAT) acquired a minibus to help 
local people get to and from events 
and activities at the CatStrand. 
Over the years the bus was used 
by growing numbers of people for 
an increasing range of purposes. A 
second and then a third bus were 

acquired in due course and, 
collaboration with Dumfries 
& Galloway Council, led to 
GTI working with Council-
owned buses to provide school 
transport and other services.
GTI provides regular services 

to Castle Douglas, Newton 
Stewart, Ayr and Carlisle as 
well as excursions to places 
of interest and minibus hire 
to a wide range of community 
organisations.
More recently, in cooperation with 

the Dumfries & Galloway Community 
Transport Public Social Partnership 
(DGCPSP), GTI has been operating 
a very successful patient transport 
service carrying people referred by 
the Scottish Ambulance Service to 
hospitals in and outwith the region.
GTI’s area of operation has gradually 

expanded and it was realised that 
a re-branding was required. As of 
1 September 2019 GTI will become 

Galloway Community Transport 
(GCT), a Scottish Charitable 
Constitute Organisation (SCIO).
There will be new livery on the 

vehicles and a new website Galloway 
Community Transport but GCT will 
remain one of the GCAT group of 
organisations but with improved 
operational flexibility. New services 
will follow in due course. 
For more information see 

www.glenkenstransport.org

Local Community Transport 
Operation Broadens Horizons

Holehird Excursion with happy GTI passengers.


