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THE WRITE STUFF!

Local art teacher Cathy Gilligan has just written her first
children’s hook, Dizzy, She tells us how it all happened...

I've wanted to write a children’s book for as long
| as | can remember. When | was small, | wrote and
illustrated a book for my little brother all about
a very tall sunflower, and at school | used to
make comics to sell to my friends. It was before
the days of photocopiers, and | used to grab the
comic back once they’d read it and sell it on to
someone else!

As a teenager, | sent dozens of stories to the
legendary teenage magazine Jackie, and collected
dozens of very polite rejections in reply. I didn’t
give up, and by the time | was 16 | was getting
a few stories and articles printed here and there.
| also loved art, and studied for a degree in
illustration at Liverpool College of Art, which is
where | met my husband, Liam (now a well-known Glenkens postie!).

On graduating, | bought an old typewriter and settled down to write a book.
Six months later, I'd done masses of research but failed to write a single word.
Instead, | started applying for jobs, and couldn’t believe my luck when | was
offered a job on Jackie mag, which I’d plagued with stories as a teenager. The
job was based in Dundee, and soon | became Fiction Editor, buying stories
from other young hopefuls. I also got the chance to style fashion and beauty
shoots and interview people - pretty cool! [ learnt lots about writing for teens,
and even after leaving Jackie to work as an art teacher | went on writing as a
freelance, selling storfes, features and illustrations.

About 14 years ago, Liam and | moved to the Glenkens and I settled down. to
have a family (Calum Is 11 now and Caitlin’s 10!) and continue freelancing.
A few years ago, | went back to teaching, too, as a visiting art specialist for six
local primary schools. It's good fun and always puts a smile on my face, but
then Galloway schools are the best in the land!!!

| still dreamed of writing a children’s book, but never made it past a couple
of chapters - until a stralght-talking friend made me realise that it’s better to

try and fail (or maybe even
succeed) than never to try
at all. Inspired, | sat down to
write 1000 words every day
that | wasn’t teaching - pretty
soon, to my amazement, |
had a finished book. A bit
more pushing from the same | =
pal and 1 sent the book to | =
an agent picked at random |
from the Writer's Handbook. |
Before long, I not only had |
an agent, but an amazing |
two-book deal from Puffin!
The book has also sold in
America, and I'm just back
from a trip to New York to
meet the publishers there
- the whole thing is like a
dream come true!

The book, Dizzy, written
under the pen name Cathy
Cassidy (my Gran's name),
will be published on June 3rd. oy .

Dizzy’s mum left when she Cathy Cassidy

was small. Every year, on her birthday, something arrives in the post - a present
or a card with her mum’s loopy writing on it. Dizzy has kept everything. This
year is different. Nothing comes in the post, but something amazing is about to
arrive on Dizzy’s doorstep. Something that will whisk her away - and put Dizzy's
whole world in a spin!

Aimed at ages 9 and upwards, Dizzy by Cathy Cassidy will be available in all
major bookshops, as well as Barry Smart and Designs in Castle Douglas. There
are more books in the pipeline, but [ still can’t quite believe my luck and | have
to keep pinching myself to believe all this is happening. All | can say s, if you
have a dream, like [ did, go for it - you never know what you can achieve if
you really, really try.

Find out more about Dizzy by checking out www.cathycassidy.com

BIG LAUNCH FOR KEPPEL PUBLISHING

Local Publisher, Alison Caldwell, of Keppel

DIZZY CONPETITION
We have two signed copies of Dizzy
to give away to the first two randomly

Molly Muddle

Publishing, has recently had a highly successful
launch of the first two books in a new children’s
series, “Our Wonderful World”. The event was on
6 May at The Scottish Book Trust in Edinburgh.

Fresh, fun and original, “Our Wonderful
World” combines entertainment and education,
encouraging under sevens to understand and
explore the world around them. At the heart
of the stories is a group of appealing characters
— a jolly grown up called Molly Muddle, Polly the
Parrot, Skip the Dog and their four friends, Ruby,
Tom Tom, Bubble and Pip. Molly Muddle, alias co-
author Anne Butler, put in a personal appearance
thrilling an invited group of nursery children. We
hope before long she will visit the Glenkens.

Alison, who runs her business from the Grey House
in New Galloway, already publishes the increasingly
popular and successful Rory stories. Find out more
on the website, www.keppelpublishing.com and
look out for this creative new series in the local
shops. It is sure to be a hit with the under sevens,

selected correct answers to the fol-
lowing question:
What is Cathy Cassidy’s real name ?

Entries on a postcard to GCAT Shop, High Streel, New Galloway
by Monday 14th June 2004, Participants must be under 14,
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LOCAL ARTISTS

Frances Godfrey, Balmaclellan
Frances Godfrey is
an artist based in

Balmaclellan, who
specialises in images of
birds and who works
mainly in pen and ink
and watercolours.

Frances was born in
Aberdeen but moved
to Nottinghamshire as
a child. She trained
=i in 0il painting and
-:'\§ figure drawing under
= Ronald Thursby at
Nottingham School of Art as a part-time student
in the 1970s and was made a fellow of the
Nottingham Society of Artists in 1985,

Frances’ earlier work had a strong element of
design but recent watercolours have evolved into
a more realistic style.

Her interest in birds was intensified by many years
as a Trent Valley Birdwatcher. Since she and her
husband settled in the Glenkens she now does
WeBS bird counts for Milton and Auchinreoch
Lochs in the Stewartry. Her work has been
included in the SOC magazine and in exhibitions
here and in the Midlands, the latest being at
Otterburn Gallery in Dumfries which she shared
with David Kelly and Keith Brown.

Frances has a range of cards and notelets featuring
birds available for sale. If you are interested in
purchasing any of these, or if you want to speak
to her about her work you can contact her on
01644 420736.

Faens fn

As a new, regular item, the
Glenkens Gazette will be
featuring local arts & crafts
people in each edition. If
you are a local artist and are
interested in appearing here,

get in touch with Karen on
01644 420374

FALCONRY RETIREMENT HOME

The retirement home was set up by accident when we
moved to the Glenkens, At the time | had 3 birds, (2
Harris hawks and a Gyr falcon). | had been flying birds as
a hobby for approximately 14 years and had travelled the
country doing so.

In 2002 | was contacted by a friend to tell me that he
needed a home to retire an old Saker falcon to. As | had
much more space where I was staying, | took pity on the
old bird and took him in. Four months later another person
phoned and said he had heard from a good friend that |
was willing to accept raptors that were too old for flying or
breeding, and so | acquired my second O.A.P. It has just
continued to grow ever since. About this time good friends
of mine Dave & Sue Paterson, owners of the Ken Bridge
Hotel had started taking an interest in my hawks. Dave
being a strong supporter of the Red Kite Trail suggested
fencing off an area of the gardens at the Ken Bridge Hotel
for the birds to be shown to the public. The falconry
retirement home was started and Is still growing. Just this
week we received Angel, a 4 year old female Peregrine
falcon who broke a wing last year while flying wild and was
given to me by a bird lover from Newcastle.

[nterest has grown in the local area, and as well as the birds
being on display every day at the hotel, I have been invited
by local schools, cubs and scouts etc to “show and tell.” My
birds will be on display at the Glenkens show.  Rae Heard

MOUNT KENYA AND MOUNT KIVLIMANJARO TRIP

Ian Knox

It has been a dream of lan's to return to Africa, especially
Kenya, where he spent his childhood. He got the chance
to go this year in February after much hard saving and
training. Here, in the first part of a two part serialisation,
he tells the story of a trek to the summit of Mount Kenya.

plants taking over. After a steady climb we arrived at Lake
Ellis, our campsite at 3390m. The first signs of altitude were
affecting some of our group. The rest of us walked to Muigi
Hill to see two craters with flat tops, one called aptly Billiard
Top Mountain. In the evening we sat around our cook
tent playing games and exchanging stories. Throughout the

Mount Kenya

| arrived in Nairobi on the seventh
of February 2004 where | was met
by David our English tour company
guide. Throughout the day the rest of
our party arrived:  Andrew, a hotelier
from St Filans, Sarah, a Cornish Pastie
maker from Falmouth, Gillian, an
environmental officer from Milton
Keynes and Lynsey, a corporate lawyer
from London.

We met Eddie, our African guide and i
largely responsible for organising the |
logistics of travel and porters as well as

looking after us. #

We set off at 6am driving along very |
rough roads through Thika, Embu, ¢
Chuka and numerous other small i
towns. The roadsides were busy with ™
people walking, broken down trucks, and the towns
full of colourful markets, noise, garbage and dust, We
arrived at the transit hotel where we transferred to land
rovers and met up with other porters and a cook. We
then bumped and jostled up a very rain-rutted road for
20km through rainforest and jungle. Five kilometres
from our destination Eddle asked us to walk to start our
acclimatisation. We arrived at the Mt Meru Kenya Lodge
or Bandas comfortable huts with beds and hot water for
our first night on Mount Kenya. The evening was spent
watching buffalo herds and spotting gazelle and other deer.
We watched an augur’s buzzard circle above our huts, At
night the buffalo came right outside our huts and we could
hear them snuffling as they grazed.

The next morning was another early start which saw us set
off in a light drizzle for the nearby Chogoria Gate where
Eddie registered our group for the trek. We then set off
up a track, the rainforest rapidly disappearing and tall heath

journey our cook provided great meals
with minimum equipment.

After a restless night we set off early,
climbing more steeply now along a
high, rocky ridge, the heath giving
way to giant groundsel and lobelia, We
could see the twin tops of Bation and
Nelion and our peak, Mount Lenana
looming in the distance. From here
we looked down a deep corrie with
Lake Michaelson. Eddie described this
as the most beautiful spot in the whole
reserve. With large cliffs on three sides
i and the lake tumbling into a waterfall
on the fourth side. Surrounded by
giant lobelia with little fluorescent
green malachite sunbirds feeding off
them, and giant groundsel scattered all
around like small palm trees, it was a
very special place.

The next day we climbed very slowly up the cliffs by Lake
Michaelson’s feeder stream to a high plateau, We then
climbed a very long, steep ridge to our final campsite
amongst rocks and scree at 4620m, next to Simba Tarn.
The effects of altitude made us light-headed but as the top
was clear and the final ascent to point Lenana (4985m)
just 2-3 hours walk, we decided to go for it while there
was a clear view. We slowly trudged up through snow and
ice to reach the top. The view was astounding. Looking
around we could see the multiple jagged peaks that make
up Mount Kenya and the four main valleys that lead into
it. We could see the last glacier on Mount Kenya which is
rapidly receding and may be gone in 15 years time, The
true top of Bation (5199m) rose in front of us but was
only accessible with rock climbing gear.

We were exhausted, but happy, all of us were suffering
some of the effects of altitude, either headaches or light-
headedness, and all were very tired.We descended to our

campsite and all had an uncomfortable night with hard
frost and altitude breathlessness.

The descent was very rapid down the Sirimon Valley,
down a long steep slope and then traversing two small
valleys to the Old Moses Huts and tropical heat again.
Amidst heath and grasslands and the odd tree, with the
comfort of being able to breathe normally, we had a
cheery night with lots of jokes and tales.

The next day we descended through rainforest, passing
elephant droppings and an elephant skull but though
the tracks were fresh we didn’t see any. We arrived in
good time at the Sirimon Gate; out ascent had taken five
days but the descent only two. We tipped our cooks and
porters and said goodbye to Eddie. Then after a long
drive we arrived back at the hotel in Nairobi for a much
needed shower.

Next issue: lan completes a trek to the summit of Mount
Kilimanjaro.
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C@MMUNETY COUNCILS REP@RTS

BALMACLELLAN CONMNMURITY COUNCIL

The March and April meetings of the Community Council and the
Village Hall Committee Included the following items of general
interest.

After considerable efforts over the past two years, some siccess has
been achieved in procuring funding for village hall refurbishment.
Grants of £9515 from Dumfres & Galloway Councif and £5000 from
Awards for All (Lottery) have been confirmed, agalnst an estimated
cost for full refurblshment and improvements of £45000 approx.
However, the amount now available will enable the most urgent work
to be put In hand. This will Include a revetinent wall between the hall
and Murrayfleld, drainage, roof repatrs, new windows and painting.

To support the grants, a fund-raising raffle with substantial prizes Is
being organised. It is hoped to arrange a suitable event as the occasion
for the draw at the end of August.

Parking at the front of the half is sometimes a problem in relatlon to
residents’ cars parked on the road opposite. This aspect will be dealt
with when the development plans for the hall forecourt are finalised. In
the meantime, hall users should exerclse special care,

Traffic entering the village at excessive speed down The Brae Is also
a cause for concern, It was suggested that re-positioning of the speed
restrictlon signs might alleviate the problem.

Jim Little has offered to clear the whins from the motte, and Historic
Scotland have given thelr approval.

It was disappointing that the AGM on 27 April attracted only one
member of the general publlc, The annual report and accounts were
adopted, Alan Palllster was re-elected chalrman.

The Village Hall Committee had their AGM on the same evening, The
committee membership was conflnted, in line with the new constitution
adopted earller in the year. Although eligible for the committee, no
outside members of the community or members of participating groups
were nominated. jane Douglas will continue to deal with hire of the
hall, and Sandra Dempster has undertaken to be responsible for health
and safety aspects.

Alan Pallister

DALRY CONMINMURNIETY COUNCIL.

On Monday 10 May Dalry Community Council held its AGM which
was notable for the retirement of Chairperson, Marton Bone. Though
she had intimated her Intentions well in advance, there was still a sense
of shock among the members present when they reallsed that her
deciston was irrevocable and that her time as a very valued part of our
community was coming to an end.

Marlon’s Involvement goes back to 1975 when, after local authority
reorganisation, it was decided to set up community counclls as a link
between residents and the local council, An interim community council
was set up in May 1975 and Marion served on It until its dissolution in
February 1977, prior to the formation of Dalry Community Council.
[n 1980 she was elected to the Community Council, serving as a
representative for the Glenkens on the working party entrusted with
drawing up the focal plan. In 1986 she became vice-chalrman, a post
she held until 1989,

In 1998, under Dumfries and Galloway Council’s scheme for the
establishment of Community Counclis, the present Dalry Community
Council was formed and Marion was appointed chalrperson. Her
tenure has seen the establishiment of a new playpark In Dalry, the
presentation of a Scroll Award to Miss Gibson and reinstatement of
some of the banking hours in Dalry, as well as occasions as varied as
the unveiling of the Earlstoun Banner, a placement of a seat on the
Glenkens Jubilee Walk and visits to various exhibitions, where she
represented the Community Council.

We wiil all miss her, but we wish her well and thank her gratefully for all
her hard work over the years.
Christine AC Rae

THE ROYAL BURGH OF NEW GALLOWAY
& KELLS PARISH COMMUNITY COURNCIL

The May meeting and A.G.M, had to be cancelled at the last minute
due to the power cut caused by the sudden thunderstorm which hit
the Glenkens, The A.G.M. wlill now be held at 7,00pm on June [ 4t
before the normal monthly meeting in New Galloway Town Hall,

Some of the matters which the Community Council are currently
pursuing are noted below,

The Town Hall was becoming a bit unsightly due to leaking guttering
and flaking paintwork, We have asked for repairs to be carried
out urgently and the exterior to be repalnted. Concern was also
expressed as to how the Hall could possibly be adapted to meet the
new disabled access requirements dite to become law in October, We
await feedback from the Council on thelr proposals to address this.

The Community Council have written to Forest Enterprise, Scottish
Power, Dumfiies and Galloway Constabulary and D 8 G Council
about providing much improved parking facillties for anglers on the
west bank of Loch Ken. It is a serious problem on busy weekends
with people having no choice but to park on the road and as visiting
anglers are a major part of our tourist trade they should have much
better facllities. It is hoped that a site visit can be arranged with the
above interested parties and the Angllng Association to agree on the
best way forward,

Members attended the Blackcraig Wind Farm Information Day held
in Balmaclellan on 29" April and a decision will be made at our next
meeting about whether to invite the developers to a meeting in New
Galloway.

We continue to keep pressure on D & G Council to carry out
improvements/widening to the Low Road and it’s junction with the
main road,

Brian Edgar

PROPOSED BLACKCRAIG WINDFARM
INFORMATION DAYS

Information days organised by DP Energy were held in
Balmaclellan Village Hall on 29 April and in Corsock Village
Hall on 30 April. About 120 people attended at Balmaclellan,
and probably approaching 100 at Corsock. There was a good
representation from the area as a whole, including Moniaive,
where wind power is very much a current issue, with schemes to
the north and south at different stages of development.

Representatives of DP Energy and Scottish & Southern Energy
were kept busy with questions, critical and otherwise, and they
have undertaken to respond on those points which could not be
answered at the time, A vislt to an operational windfarm is being
arranged for those interested.

A recurring feature was the concern expressed on the visual
impact of the turbines and transmisston lines. DP Energy have
sald that they will consider whether power lines could be run
underground in the most sensitive areas.

The combination of the number and size of turbines Is not yet
decided. If the full 44/45 turbines are Included in the scheme,
then they would probably be of 1,3 MW capacity each. With 2
MW turbines, the number could be reduced to 28.

Balmaclellan Community Councll continues to receive fetters
and views, and would welcome further input. While their brief
Is to reflect the overall feeling of the Balmacllelan Community
Area, the windfarm would have wider impact, and views from
the other community areas would also be appreciated and taken
into consideration.

Alan Palister Tel: 01644-420423
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CARSPHAIRN HERITAGE CENTRE EXHIBITION 2004

Once upon a time, Carsphairn was somewhere you drove through
onh the way 0 and from Ayr or points further north. To support
the village, one used to stop and use the Post Office or have a drink
(sometimes a2 meal) when coming kome, but mostly one just slowed
down and drove through. For me, all that stopped in the sthmmer
once the Heritage Centre began putting on its annual exhibitions.
The first time 1 went, | was amazed at the amount of interesting items
that were crammed into such a small place. “Crammed” is decidedly
the wrong word as it never seems over-full and yet the building seems
tiny from outside. This sense of wonder has not paled over time,
The same team of wizards must spend long hours planning how to
use every space to full effect and vet still leave room for the visitor to
stand back and admire,

The exhibitions never fail to delight and this year's Is no exception.
The subject is “A Carsphairn Family — 300 years at Knockgray.
Lt. Col. Alexander John Clark Kennedy Is the present owner of
Knockgray, which has been the family home since it was bought in
1704 by Alexander Kennedy, the minister of Straiton, The property
itself had been there for some time already. The first mention of
it dates from 1582. The Kennedy family also has its roots well
embedded in the mists of time. They are known to have lived in the
South West of Scotland since the 1 3% century and a lot further back
than that but rellable records sadly do not. The “Clark” element
was added when the helress, Anne Kennedy, manied jJohn Clarke
in 1781.

On entering the Heritage Centre one’s eye immediately goes to the
5 beautiful dresses that are on display. These are Victorian and in a
perfect condition, for which we have Alice Clark Kennedy to thank.
Alice was the youngest daughter of Lettice Lucy and Captain Alexander Clark Kennedy who was known
as “Spats”. He died in 1894 leaving Lettice a widow for 45 years, Maybe she kept her wedding dress
to remind herself of her short marriage. In any event Alice was a hoarder and kept this dress and many
other items for our pleasure now. {(Don't miss the unique Chatelalne Belt), Hoarding must have been a
family trait as there are many artefacts, papers, letters, pictures and photographs going back to earller
days, Much of the information Is of a military bent as nearly all the male Kennedys have been soldlers
and they all seem to have distinguished themselves in wars and battles across the globe. Of particufar
note is one who captured a French Flag at the Battle of Waterfoo (there Is a dramatic picture recording
this - see below) and another who was given the Victoria Cross for his actions in World War One.

The visitor will be fascinated with the details available about the running of Knockgray Estate, the lives
of the various Kennedy family members and also how they interacted with the surrounding community,
For exampfe, | was interested to note that Lettice Lucy involved herself with the Glenkens Nursing
Association. | wonder what happened to that? Although the male Kennedys were often abroad, they
showed a lively interest in local and national affairs, “Spats” had particularly wide ranging interests and
accomplishments, The current Colonel has done much for the community including having rescued
the damaged Church bell when it was
in danger of being carried away as a
souvenir, by people who had found it in
a midden. 1t is now given the respect it
deserves inside the church.

This Is a well presented exhibition
which reflects ali the hard work that
has gone into making it so interesting.
Do go. The exhlbition Is open at week-
ends at present but from 1% June it will
be open during weekdays also. Leave
yourself plenty of time to browse
as well as to chat to the volunteer
manning the desk.

RE-OPENING OF THE STORE AND
POST OFFICE IN CARSPHAIRN

There is new life in the village of Carsphairn
as the Convenience Store and Post Office re-
opened on Monday 22th March,

Chris and Linda have visited the area many
times over the last few years, On holiday in
June last year they discovered that the local
shop had closed a couple of months earlier,
By the time they got home to Hull they had
decided to make a ‘life-change’ and set about
the fengthy process of taking over the tenancy
of the Community owned premises and Linda
successfully applied for the position of Sub-
Post Mistress.

They moved to Carsphairn in January and
began work on the shop ltself, which has
undergone a complete  transformation,
including the installation of a “state-of-the-art”
Post Office Counter. At the moment, the shop
sells most basic provisions, but new lines are
being added all the time and focal produce is
belng used wherever possible.

Initial efforts have been concentrated on re-
opening the shop and Post Office. Work will
now start on re-decorating the Tea Room
which Chris and Linda hope to re-open in
early Summer. An Off-Sales Licence s also
being applied for.

Keen to promote the Glenkens community,
Chris and Linda are considering a number
of additional services to the local area, They
are also happy to provide window and wall
space for local events, charities and local smalfl
business promotions.

Chris and Linda are grateful for the tremendous
support they have received from all their new
neighbours.

For further information, please contact them
on 01644 460211 or

e-mail carricks_store@btinternet.com

REGULAR USER GROUPS AY
THE COMMUNITY CENTRE DALRY

Monday 1.30 - 4.30pm Paint and Art
Bill Hinas - 01644 430224

Mon Wed, Thurs. 9.15 - 41.45am Glenkens Playgroup
Julie Moose - 01644 460687

Wednesday 1.30 - 3.00pm Glenkens Mother &
Toddlers Sarah-Jane Mackenzie 01644 430429

Tuesday 2.00pm - Good Neighbours Club
Mabe! Young - 01644 430472

Thursday 2.00 - 4.00pm Craft Class
Jean Maltman - 01644 430497

Drama Club
Harvey Hamilton 01644 430398

For further details on booking the
Community Centre or any other
information needed please contact
Biil Hines 01644 430224
(Very reasonable new 2004 rates
for private hire)

Rhoda Rugg
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NEW GALLOWAY -
Our Historic Burgh
PART XX by Helen Bolton

The Burgh “Modernised®

When New Galloway began to attract
tourists, albeit on a fairly small scale, many
of the old, single storey cottages were
enfarged, an upper storey belng added
in many cases, to accommodate holiday
inakers. A few new, larger houses were
also built at this time, no doubt to the
advantage of local buifder and architect
William McCandlish, who undertook much
of this work.

Among the fine granite houses built during
the 1860%s, aithough not with tourists in
imind, was “Alexandra House”, opposite
to the Kenmure Arms Hotel, a splendid
three-storey residence built for a retired sea
Captain. His last ship was being broken up
at Palnackie at the time, and the Captain
brought some [ovely timber and panelling
from the ship to be used for lining the walis
and ceilings. Much of this superb panelling
is still in place today. The house Is now
“Kitty's Tearoom”.

“Rathan House” on the corner of
Morningside Street (now Wylie’s Brae), Is
another fine house dating from 1666. Kells
School was also rebuilt, the Reading Room
and the schoolmaster’s house {known to us
as the Doctor’s Surgery), were built, and
the Mili House was enlarged, The Town
Hall was also extensively re-furbished in
1875, possibly to provide a better setting
for the superb new town clock! The timbers
of the original, much narrower spire are
encased within the new tower, and the
two bells which hang therein were cast in
Edinburgh in 1711. The four-faced clock,
obviously the pride and joy of the Burgh,
was made by Messrs. Gillet and Brand of
Croydon, famous clockmakers of thelr day,
for the sum of £120. This money was
collected by public subscription, organised
by Provost Milman, and the special clock
was set in motion by Mrs, Elisabeth Maxweli
of “Glenlee”, the widow of Wellwood
Maxwell, in 1872, Mrs, Maxwell had been
a very generous contributor to the project.

Another imposing residence in the Burgh,
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although built rather earfier than those
mentioned so far, was “Meadowbank
House”. Initially the home of the worthy
Provost John Murray, this large house
on the south side of the town had several
interesting owners, including the widow of
the 8th Viscount Kenmure, Adam Gordon
died In 1847, and after certain complicated
legal battles the Estate was inherited by
his sister Louisa Bellamy, who had fived
for much of the time at Kenmure Castle
during the life of the 8th Viscount. Adam
Gordon and his wife had no children so
after his death the title became dormant, as
it has remained to this day. “Meadowbank
House” was purchased and became the
Dower House for Kenmure, and in 1847
“the Dowager Viscountess”, Marlanne
Gordon took up residence there, One
unusual feature of the house is the two
bow-ended gatehouses which stand guard
over the entrance driveway. They are of an
Interesting design, and were originally the
homes for the gardener, and possibly the
coachman.

In Jlater years “Meadowbank House”
became a very good hotel, their speciality
being superb cream teas! No doubt the
interesting history of the house would be
helpful in attracting visitors!

IT COULD BE YOU!!
Are you looking for a new career?
Do you want to work from home or locally?

Are you good with people and are interested
Inthe care and development of children?

Then perhaps becoming a registered
childminder or nanny is something to consider.

The Glenkens Is desperately in need of people
to come forward and become registered. This is
one of the recommendations which came from
the recent feasibility study Into childcare within
the Glenkens. It is hoped that a local network
can be set up to help with the registration
process and to provide support to childminders
and nannles following registration.  This Is
only one of the recommendations from the
comprehensive study, If you wish to find out
more or recelve 3 summary of the final report
please call :

Melinda McGaw on 01644 420377

LOCHIARTHU RICREAMERVAS
ORGANIC FARM SHOP |
Beeswing, Dumfries / & (01387) 760296 b

G ORGANIC FARNHOUSE ChEESES )¢

DS, ORGANIC MEAT; ABLES |4
AND A EXTEHSIVE RALSE OF D.TCIONS DRGANIC 4LOCAL FOGDS I
PLUS GUR SUPERB SELECTION OF BASKETS, PLATTERS & CRAFTS ;
bifterent, Delistous & Befinitely werth a visit! |
Open: Monday - Friday S9am-12.30pm & 2-6pm
Now Gpen Saturdays - 10am-3pm :

A From Beeswing, take the New Abbey Read, Sigts after 50m b

P R P P PP PP EFrFTF

Glenliens Rail Way

Come geih wae me, ilk Galloway Scot
Wha hasna his auld hame forgot
Lets gae three cheers - throw up cor hat
Qor toon's tae hae a railway
Winna thae be unca rood
An guid reason why they should
Whan we think o’ 2’ the guid
Tae come out o” a railway
It will gae wark wi spades an barrows
Oppen up their granite quarries
Keep them busy - ease their sorrows
The building 0" their railway
It will be a grand affair
Tae gie them wark twa years an mair
Tho they should wark lang hours an mair
At the makin o’ their rail way
Twill mak the Vale O’ Ken tae bloom
Cause happiness tae a’ aroon
An pit new life in oor auld toon
Tae hae a’ line a’ railway
Then will prosperity prevail
In every hame on hill or vale
Then young an auld will bid farewell
Tae times without a railway
It will be a sight saa grann
Tae see the cars run up there ken
An cross braw brigs that burns span
On line o Glenens rail way
Winna a’ thae folk be prood
Tae hear the whistle blawin lood
Tae warn the happy wonnerin crood
Tae stan back frae the rait way
Noo robban lad lets be a pair
Tae see New Galloway ance mair
An ride up tae her April Fair
quon the Glenkens Railway
Than weel ride up tae Autd Clachan
Whar-mid cheers an roars o’loughin
Weel meet auld freens an hae talking
Aboot their Glenkens Railway
Noo let us hope that very soon
They'll stretch their line frae toon-tae toon
An gin they like, mak the moon
The terminus O' their raflway

Mrs Marjorie Fraser, Dumfries

Shelra
My old dog is nearly seventeen,
she once knew every hill in Gatloway
but now she lies and dreams wiost of the day
of forests, beaches, waves emerald green,
foxes and hares, the wildlife she has seen,
snow in December, primroses in May,
in any weather sure to find the way
dovm any hitl where she has ever been.
She shares her mountain memories with me,
the paths, the mists, the showers, the sun,
perhaps I dream more wistfully than she -
who knows? She has not lost her sense of fun,
she is still game for swimming in the sea
as if her life had only just begun.
Alistair Warren

! - BUT IF SOME THINGS YOU NEED TO BUY,

ErEREiE

THERE ARE MANY SHOPS IN OLD DALR
. WERE CERTAINLY NOT ALONE,

_ TRY AT J & M SLOAN, :
atways pleased to see you ot -
i 34 MAIN STREET,

ST JOHN'S TOWN OF DALR
S DT IUW
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THE SCOTTISH ALTERNATIVE
GAMES WEEKEND 2004

Friday 30" July

The weekend once agaln kicks off with the
“Alternative Burns Supper and Celiidh”. The
evenlng has all the Ingredlents of a traditional Burns
Supper — haggls, toasts, songs, and music and of
course a dram or two, but with a twist because it's
July and not January !

The first Alternative Burns Supper held last year
was much talked about - “a wonderful friendly
atmosphere”, “I've never laughed so much”, “the
tickets were far too cheap!”, “a first class evening”,
“I hope there will be another one next year”.

Once again the performers will be top local speakers,
musicians and singers, Everyone is welcome to
conte along but numbers are limited so please book
your tickets early to avoid disappointment, £7.50
from GCAT 01644 420374,

Saturday 31° July

The Glenkens Children’s Festival will be held in
New Galloway Park. Last year's event attracted
the young and the young at heart from all over
the region and beyond for a great afternoon of
entertainment and participation.

Sunday 1% August

The famous Scottish Alternative Games are now
in their 27% year, originally held in Parton, they
relocated to New Galloway In 2001 and somehow
they now seem very much at home In Scotland’s
smallest royal burgh.

The World Gird n* Cleek Championship will of
course be the main event backed up by all the
usutal alternative events Including the hugely
popular snafl racing. Everyone is welconie to come
along whether as a spectator or as a competitor,
Thousands of people from all over the world have
enjoyed the unlgue Alternative Games atmosphere
in the past and although one year there were 21
different natfonalitles taking part, the World Gird
i’ Cleek Champlonship has proudly been retained
in Scotfand every year except one — 1987, Gird n’
cleek racing must be the only sport that Scotland
has dominated for almost 30 years!

The events start at 2pm and thereafter take their
own, sometimes alternative, course to a conclusion

around &6pm. Admission Is £3 for adults, £1 for
children and as usual profits will support various
charities, The maln charity last year was Macmillan
Cancer Relief who recelved £1000.

Any focal organisations or businesses who would
like to have a stand at the Games should book now
on 420374 or 420288,

GLENKENS ART EXHIBITION

The Glenkens Art Exhibition will be taking place
in Dalry Town Hall from Thursday 22 July until
Sunday 25 July. Last year's exhibition was a
phenomenal success with 22 local artists, both
professional and amateur, displaying over 80
pieces of work. The gquality and range of the
works on display was very impressive, and of
a consistently high standard. The exhibition,
which offers original works for sale, is open
to the public from Thursday to Sunday. It is
hoped that there will be a late opening this year
until 8pm on some or all of the evenings {not
Sunday).

CALL FOR ENTRIES

All artists living in the Glenkens 01644 telephone
code area are eligible to enter, aldough there are
restrictions on the number and type of exhibits
which you may submit. If you would like an
entry form with rules of entry, you can pick
them up from shops and post offices around the
Glenkens, as well as the GCAT shop, or you can
call GCAT on 01644 420374 if you would like
one posted out to you.

GLENKENS BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

The steering group of the Glenkens Business
Association met on the ¢ April to form a
draft constitution which will be adopted by the
Association at the next meeting.

The Steering Group also dectded to pursue a
Glenkens Business Directory which will be used
to promote businesses in the Glenkens area.
There are over 50 local businesses Interested in
participating in the associatlon, all of which could
benefit from the formation of a directory. This
directory could also lead to the development of
& Glenkens Business Web Page.  The Steering
Group also decided to progress with the idea of
promoting The Glenkens as a brand-name and
this would include pursuing road signs at entry
polnts to the Glenkens. If you want to get in
touch with regard to any of these matters or if
you are interested in joining the business group,
please contact the GCAT shop on 01644
420374, The next meeting of The Glenkens
Business Group will be held in The Lochinvar
Hote!l, Dalry on Wednesday 2 June at 7.30pm.

BROADBAND UPDATE

As many of you are already aware, Broadband is
here at Iast and Glenkens Broadband Ltd are busy
installing equipment at business and domestic
premises around Dalry, Balmaclellan and New
Galloway, and it s only a matter of weeks until
they are able to broadcast to other, remoter
areas. if you are still interested In signing up
for the service, which costs £27.00 per month
(domestic) and £37 {business) then contact Mike
Kaye from Glenkens Broadband Ltd on 01644
430162 or Jim Steel on 01644 420320. You
can emal! them for further information or advice
at: broadband@glenkensbb.co.uk

April 200 CLUB WINNERS
Ist MNo.2 Sophie Agnew
2nd No. 169 Eileen Edgar
3rd No. 149 Elizabeth Ramsay

NEW BUS ROUTE

200 CLUB

GLENKENS TRANSPORT INITIATIVE

We now have the necessary licence to operate scheduled routes with our community
bus and the first regular service publicised in the last issue wilt be launched on Monday
14% June. The service will operate on the second Monday of every month (except
public holidays) from the Glenkens to Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary. The bus
will leave from New Galloway at 5.45pm plcking up In Dalry, Balmaciellan, Corsock
etc. arriving at the Infirmary at 7.00pm and feaving agaln at 8.10pm, There will also
be a stop on the Whitesands. Fulf detalls of all pick up points and times are available
from the GCAT Shop (Tel. 01644 420374) and timetable leaflets will be available
shortly from local shops. Seats can be booked In advance to avoid disappointment.

The 200 Club Monthly Draw has now completed its first year and all current members have
been invited to renew their entries for a further year. If you haven't already sent in your
renewal please do so as soon as possible. New members would also be very welcome, each
number in the draw costs £.12 per annum and entitles you to one entry In each monthly draw
throughout the year. First prize is £50 per month, 2** £20 and 3 £12. Entry forms and
further information are avaliable from the GCAT Shop. Your support Is greatly appreciated
and the profit feom the draw helps towards the running costs of our community bus,

May Draw ls hoing held over due to new subscriptions being collected for 2004/05

Sun 20th Jun
Sat 10th July
Tue 13th Jun
Wed 24st July

Bus service from the Glenkens to Dumfries and
Galloway Royal Infirmary. This service will continue to operate
on the second Monday of every month excluding Public Holidays.
Adults £4 return, children £2 return NO OTHER CONCESSIONS.

Stop/Location

CARSON'S KNOWE, N.G.
ST, JOHNS SEAT, DALRY
P. OFFICE, BALMACLELLAN 18.09
D & G ROYAL iNFIRMARY

Summer Day Trips
A spin-off of ourr new operator’s licence Is that we can now organise
day trips and several have already been planned -

* does not include entrance fee

To book your seats on any of the above or to suggest other
trips please contact the GCAT Shop (Tel. 420374)

Outward Return

17.45 21.25
18.00 2510

21.01
19.00 20.10

PTLOGAH & PORTPATRICK  10.30am £4.50

BRAEHEAD CENTRE 9.00am £6.00
NEW LANARK* 9.00am £6.00
EDINBURGH 8.00am £8.00
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Tony Bonning’s hugely enjoyable Play it by Ear
workshops which have been taking place every
month In Balmaclellan Village Hall will take a break
for a few months over the sumnter. The next of
these fun muslc and storytelling workshops for pre-
school children will take place on Monday 14 June,
after which there will be a break wntll Monday 13
September when they wilf start up again for the next
season. Thereafter they will 1ake place on the second
Monday of every month until further notice. Each
sesston lasts an hour, from 1.30pm ~ 2,30pm and
Costs £2.00 per carer / child and £2.00 for each
child thereafter. For more Information please call
Alison: Caldwell on 01644 420272,

RSAMD BACK TO THE GLENKENS

The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama
will Be retumning to the Glenkens in June with a serfes
of traditional Scottish music events run by 12 second
year students from the Acadenty’s music department,
The visit will include an evening public performance
by the student’s band Ferley (which in Gaelic means
'mysterious and wondrous thing’} which will take
place In the Ken Bridge Hotel, followed the next day
by a number of workshops In local schools. The public
event, which it Is hoped will Involve fots of audlence
participation, will take place in the Ken Bridge Hotel
on Monday 14 June and wifl begin at 7.30pm. It
costs £3 for adults and £1 for school pupils. The
schools workshops will take place on Tuesday 15
June at Carsphalen, Daley and Kells Schools,

GLENKENS CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

The first Glenkens Chifdren’s Festival which took
pface in the park in New Galloway last summer
was such an overwhelming success that It would
be imposstble for it not to happen again this yearl
This year’s event, which promises to be jam-packed
with fun, will take place on Saturday 31 July from
12ncon until 5pm and will share accommodation in
the park with The Alternative Games Festival which
will be on the following day, Sunday 1 August, A
number of top performers and attractions are already
booked to appear, including Scotland’s favourite
magician, Magic Bob and a whole range of puppet
shows, story-telllng, stalls and panticipatory events,
We have also made a booking for good weather!
Look out for posters and leaflets nearer the tlme.

THE URBAN TURBAN CLUB

This has been a great series of African percussion,
song and storytelling workshops run by African
music expert, Stripey Dog. The workshops, for
children of primary schoo! age, took place on a
regular basis, each month In Kells school. There
are two more workshops left to go this season, on
5 June and 3 july. The workshop tn july will end
with a mini performance to which parents of children
participating In the workshops are welcome to
attend. There are plans for this event to retum later
on in the year - watch out for posters and a listing
in the Glenkens Gazette. This event was funded by
Dumfries and Galloway Council, as part of GCAT's
ARTS4US programime,

PHOENIX CHOIR AT CARSPHAIRN

It was a lovely spring evening on Saturday 15th
May when neardy 100 people made thelr way
to Carsphaim Church to hear 2 concert given by
Phoenix, a mixed voice quantet from Bangor. They
were rewarded with a varied and entertaining
programme of words and music, defivered with skill

and enthusiasm. Formned some 12 years ago as a
fund raising Initlative for Church charities in North
Wales, the group was making a welcome return visit,
having performed in Carsphalim in July 2002.

Their programme covered a wide range of styles
and periods from folk songs, Gilbert and Sulllvan
and lvor Novello to songs from the shows and
used afl combinations of volces, though the group
was probably at its best when singing In 4 part
harmony. Among the highlights were the opening
ftem, a polished performance of Bouree for Bach
and two Welsh songs, Ar Lan y Mor and Myfanwy.
Also noteworthy were moving performances of All
In the April Evening and Sunset Poem, the words
taken from Under Milk Wood. The audience enjoyed
the many lighter items, not least The Teddy Bears’
Picnic, a dramatic interpretation of Rassini's Cats’
Duet and the chance to join in the chorus of Mud,
Glorlous Mud, The musical items were Interspersed
with poems, three in all and each one well read and
well chosen for its humour ard entertainment value,
Anna Campbell introduced the singers and gave a
vote of thanks at the end, expressing the hope that
the group would make another retum visit, Could we

possibly have one or two more Welsh songs next time?
Jean Mason

ARTS AT THE OLD SCHOOL

Plans for the redevelopment of the Old Schoo!
bullding in New Galloway will include a wealth
of public art, as befits its new rofe as an arts and
community centre, Linda Mallett, artist from
Kirkcudbright, has been appointed as Lead Artist to
devise a programme of artworks integral to the new
building, in collaboration with the architects, ARP
Lorimer of Ayr.

The outward appearance of the building from the
front will remaln traditional, but new facilittes will
be integrated to the rear, and all the developments
offer potential for the inclusion of art and crafts
elentents designed and made by professiontal artlsts
and designers from the region. We hope that the
whole building will be 2 unique and beautiful
showcase for the arts In the Glenkens,

Any artists, designers or craftmakers who would
like to be considered for Incluston in the plans,
please leave your details, with any proposals, with
the GCAT Shop: tel 01644 420374 or emall
Info@glenkens-arts.com

CLACHAN FAIR

PROGRANMME OF EVENTS
from Saturday 5" June
until Saturday 12" June

SATURDAY B COHEERY
in Dalry Town Hali with the
Edith Ferguson Ensemble at 6,30pm.
The Clachan Lad & Lass will be Installed,

SURBAY 6™ SOHGS OF PRBISE
at Newfield Green with
Sanquhar & District Silver Band and
the Glenkens Church Cholr at 6.30pm.

MORBAY 7' WHIST DRIVE
at 7.30pm in The Lochinvar Hotel

TUESDRY 8™ CAR CONMECYTIONS
CAR TRERSURE HUKY
Leaving Lochinvar Car park at
7.00pm entry fee £2.00 per person.

WEBRESCAY 9™ THE PEY SHOW
at Newfield at 6.30pm Judge Alasdair
Morgan MSP followed by a quiz at the

Lochinvar Hotel at 8.30pm,

FHURSDAY 10™ SCOTTISH COMEGERY
with John Caskie, John Douglas and Friends
at 7.30pm in Dafry Town Hall admission
£4.00 at the door.

ERIDGY 1™ DISCO, BRHECE
& PUB GBMES
Starts with a Junior Disco at 6.30pm until
8.30pm admission £1.00.

This is to be followed by a
Teenagers Dance to Plan B
2.00pin until 12,00am Admission £4.00
Pubs Games Night starts In the
Lochinvar Hote! at 8.30pm.

SEEURDRY 2™ JUME PARADE
Parade assembles outside School &
Judging starts at 12.45pm.

At 1.30pm Parade leaves School led by
Loch Ryan Pipe Band.

Street Stalls and Car Boot Sale
open at Approx 2.00pm
Line Dancing, South West Samba Band

. and Vintage Vehicles
Teas from 2.30pm in Community Centre

Bouncy Castle & Sports etc in

Schoof playing Flelds at 3.00pm
Final Event iIs the Raffle and
Cheese & Wine Evening with

Local Entertainment at 7.30pm

In The Town Hall,

HANDICRAFTS SECTION
So that you can get started on your entries,
here are the items for this year’s show.
* A Get Well Card (no photos}
* An Article Crafted in Wood
» An Article using Glass Paints
* A Decorated Box
* A Knitted Hat
* A Covered Coat Hanger
* An Article in Cross.stitch
+ An Oiginal Painting or Drawing {any medium)
+ A Cushion (any craft}
* Any Other Craft Article

GLENKENS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY : ANNUAL SHOW 2004

The show is on Saturday August 28th,
in Dalry Town Hall and entries are
open to all residents of The Glenkens.
This year’s Photography subject is
‘Tree Blossom’

If you have any queries or would like any
further information on the above, please
contact Margaret Sharp on 01644 430326
The full schedute for the stiow will be
available tater in the year from [ocal
Post Offices and Dalry Garden Centre.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOW
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Da gging Day
It was 2™ May and it was digging time for the dads.
The dads who were able to be there on that day
were Mr Murray Walker, Cameron Watker's Dad,
Mr Stephen Pears, Jordan and Zachary's Dad, Mr
Donald Gisbey, lan's Dad, Mr Robin Grimwood,
Daisy's Dad, Mr Andrew Wolffe, Flonnghal’s Dad,
Mr lan Ollver, Josle’s Dad and last but not least
Mr Jimmy McKenna, Hannah and Alexander’s Dad.
They alt kept busy assembilng the garden steps,
the trellls, the walkways, and the patio area. Mrs
Plummer was the first person to use the dlgger, a
blt shaky but she turned the first bit of turf, All of
the children who were present helped make the Dads
their funch. After all the hard work since 9 o’clock
in the morning, everybody was ready for a drink
and something to eat. Within a matter of hours we
could see everything was starting to come to shape,
Mrs Plummer had her finger on the button nearfy all
day taking photos of the mten at work for the school
photo albums. After that she went and got her hands
wet by washing the dishes, We helped as well, before
we went off to write our newspaper storfes,

| am glad to report that our dads had been well
behaved and they got a certificate for all their work.
1 think they would have had a good nlght’s sleep that
night because they worked so hard. There was no
way they could have not been tired. Thanks, Dads!
You have been great!l]

By Hanpah Sainsbury, the reporter on the spot.

Watch out for the 12* Glenkens Express due to
be published in the Galloway News on 27% May
2004, (Picture Is of the Primary 7s Editing Team),

After 2 days of Intensive Training, the Primary 53
of Kells Primary School, have passed thelr cycling
test this week this week.

GOING FOR GOLI!

Kells did it with ENTERPRISE

On the 18" May, four of our Primary Sevens are
going to Easterbrook Mall in Dumfries. They are
golng to a special funch and afterwards are golng

to be presented with the GOLD AWARD for
ENTERPRISE! Kells has been asked to dispfay what
we get up to during the year that has made us earn
a Gold Award. We have to be a sort of showcase
school. So far this year we have done fifteen
activities. They are sponsored walk for Winmarlelgh
Hall coach, Link with the Gambians, Harvest Festival,
Golden Tapestry, The Year Book, Crafts Fayre
{we sold all our cross stitch.and knitting as well as
serving up coffee and cakes), Christmas and Festival
concerts, sale of thelr videos, development of school
garden, making of our cholr C.D, entertalnment of
the senior citizens, Star Party, Restdential Week at
Winmarleigh, and of course our Glenkens Express.

We would all like to be going to the Awards
Ceremony but, maybe, our P7s will bring us back
a "doggy bag't

DALRY PRIMARY

A Pupil’s Eye View Of Hadrian's Wall

As we have been studylng the Romans in History,
we were going to the Roman Army Museum and
Vindolanda. Hadran's wall is situated In between
Carliste and Newcastle, [t was built around 120
— 128 AD to keep out the wild Scots.

When we got to the army museum we were sorted
into groups to do booklets. First we watched a video
about the Roman Army's weapons, armour and
what training they did. This was quite interesting,
as | didn’t know much about the army.

For about | hour the whole class was patrolling
S—— N

VETERINARY SURGERY
OAKWELL ROAD
CASTLE DOUGLAS

about the museum searching for the answers to the
questions in our bookiets. Later we got a talk on the
Roman amiy and most things about them. Then,
everyone in the class was aflowed to hold something
from the army. | held a Roman sword.

We thanked everyone and left the museum and
went 7 miles down the road to Vindolanda, one
of the Roman forts that is being uncovered. An
archaeologist called Justin gave us quite a long talk
about most of tite things that had been uncovered.
Then, in the same groups, we were given another
booklet and we had to walk around an area of 3-4
acres discovering lots about what the Romans lived
like inside the forts. We didn't get as long here as
we had to get the bus back home. |t was really fun
and most of the class had a really good time!

Eco Fun Week

This week we had lots of activities including Karate
and yoga as part of our special eco week. Yoga Isn't
as easy as it looks, as we found out when Efalne
Mulholland came to teach us. She took each of the
classes In turn and some people found It very hard
to balance! Mrs Banner was in our classroom before
the Yoga and did a refaxation time,

We also had a gardening club at lunchtime “it was
extremely hard work but fun” said Rhea Currie, All

GILLESPIE GIFFORD & BR
Estate Agents &

Independent Financiat Advisors |

& 01556 503744 &

e-mail: mail@ggblaw.co.uk

R T

OFFICES IN :
CASTLE DOUGLAS, DALBEATTIE
KIRKCUDBRIGHT & DUMFRIES

the work done by the school In the garden has really
made a difference and it Is now looking even better
than ever now. To tle in with the eco week and
the garden we made plant boxes with a selection of
plants in them to selt as part of a school enterprise.
They sold really well at our ¢offee morning and we
made lots of money for the school.

The class made poems by cutting words out of
magazines and papers showing where they feel
safe or happy. Rosafind Wise satd she really liked
cutting things up and sticking them onto pleces of
paper. P3,4 and 5 were visited by Su Hart who
taught them songs she learned while living with the
Baka people in Cameroon. Everyone had a great
tine and joined in all the singing and dancing, they
especially enjoyed pretending to be a millipede.

OQur karate teachers were called Nancy and Brian
and they showed us how {0 defend ourselves, When
the nursery class were leamning karate thelr daughter
Amber joinned in too, and she is only twol So karate
is a sport we've learned Is for everyone.

This morning we had a garden bring and buy sale
and coffee moming. It was extremely successhul
ralstng over £300 for the garden and our eco
activities. While everyone enjoyed their coffees and
cakes we had photos up on the smartboard In the
class of all our eco activittes and it was great to see
everyone’s reaction to the plctures,

We've all had a fantastic time and look forward to
doing it agaln!
By Autumn Wheeter, Ross Smith and Calum Gittigan.
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DALRY SECONDARY

FOOD AND DRINKS - ENTERPRISE CHALLENGE

On Friday {4* May, second year puplls at Palry
School took part in an ambitious enterprise
challenge arranged In conjunction with Cream o’
Galloway.

The Food and Drinks challenge brings education and
focal businesses together Introducing pupils to the
real life demands of the food and drinks Industry.

The year group were spilt up into three teams and
set the challenge of manufacturing an lce Cream
Smoothie. Each team had to make the smoothie,
design an informative card and devise a marketing
campalgn for the new product. The day concluded
with a Trade Fair in the School Hall at which puplis
displayed the work they had completed that day and
made a presentation to the rest of the year group
and our two judges for the day: Kathy Holntes
{Enterprise Education Support Officer) and Sally
Oir { Head Cook, Cream o' Galloway)

Pupils lean a lot about themselves and the world
of business and work during a challenge such as this
and as well as giving the them an nsight into the
food manufacturing industry, a variety of different
skills are tested such as team work, problem solving,
commemnication and numeracy’,

“We are gratefut to Cream o' Galloway for their
support of education for work and enterprise
activities in the school. We were also lucky to have

GLENKENS BEAVERS
Since Janttary we have been working towards, and
have now completed, the Friendship Challenge
Badge and have had visits from the Fire Safety
Officer, Environmental Health and others.

We are now looking at the compass points, laying
trails and following them.

In June we are Joining other beavers from
Galloway area for a ‘Fun Day’ at Kirkdale Port,

Gatehouse. Sue Lindsay, Beaver Leader

the support of our ‘facilitators’ from the school and
local community who worked with and guided the
groups throughout the day. Special mention shoutd
be given to Careers Scotland and The Galloway
Fudge Company who along with Cream o' Galloway
provided most of the prizes.

Winners

Overall team winners- “Cream o” Defight’ Aaron Edgar,

Kirn Wheeler, Willlam Bone, Grace Tulloch, Estrid
Saunders, Amber Halllday

Design Award—'Scruramie Smoothle’- James Chalmers

Ross Fergusson BHI Ramsay, Emma Blare, Vickie
Skmmer, Christina Mckenna

Marketing Award—Trootlla’™- CallumShaw
Robble Struthers Andrew Fallows, Vicky McSkimming,
Madeleine Holden, Lorraine Hamilton

Individual Awards
Allround Enthuslasm and Involvement—Andrew Fallows
Leadership —— Aaron Edgar

DALRY TEACHERS V PUPILS

On the 149 of May the pupils were split into two
teams. In the first team there were 11 players and
three reserves and the same on the second team, It
was going to be a biggest, most fun match of the
year. Team one was on first against the teachers
and would tire the teachers out for the second team
to play them! We went on to our own halves and
played with the ball undl kick off. The referee was
Blair Templeton. The primary were going to kick
off first. It was a really hard match because they
were fair. Mr Banlster scored the first goal but the
puplls were coming back hard, but unfortunately
didn't score. Liz Brinkman got sent off, for the
teachers, but It was really funny, Soon the whistle
weint and the second team came on, The first team
[ust came on with the second team for fun, so all the
pupils played against the staff at the same time. It
was great fun and the game ended 1-0, No one got
hurt except for Terry who ran into Mr Jackson, but
he got back up and kept on playlng. We all enjoyed
the match.
by Gillian, Angus and Rosie.

The Scout Troop invited us to join them
recently 1o hear Ray Heard and his son
Andrew, who is a Scout, tell us about thelr
hobby of keeping Birds of Prey, many of
which are rescue birds. They brought along a
Peregrine Falcon, Harris Hawk, Saker Falcon,
an American Red-taifed Hawk and a European
Eagle Owl. OQur favourite was the Eagle Owl.
Andrew also had his ferret.

Jumble Sale

The young members and the leaders from
the three sections of the group would like to
take this opportunity to thank the committee,
parents and friends of Scouting who worked
so hard to make our recent jumble sale such a
success. To everyone who donated and came
along to purchase goods, we thank you. Your
continued support is much appreciated. We
raised an amazing £1,145.

GLENKENS CUEB SCOUT NEWS

Summer Camp

The Cub Scouts are travelling to a National Camp
at Scottish headquarters, Fordell Firs, Dunfermfine
in June. There will be 1000 attending. We are
fooking forward to the adventure and will give a
report in the next edition.

Pottering Around

Last Wednesday we had a joint meeting with
Minnigaff Cub Scouts. Hannah, our leader,
is a potter to trade and she brought along
three large slabs of clay. We had lots of fun
modelfing, She has taken the models away to
be fired in her work kiln.

From Beavers to Cub Scouts

Darren Wilson and Zachary Pears are the first
ever Beavers to come up to Cub Scouts. We
are delighted to have you with us and hope
you will be as happy as you have been with the
Beaver Colony.

THE GREEN TEA HOUSE
Chapel Street, Monialve
FOOD WITH A DIFFERENCE

The Green Tea House offers a vavied
selection of organic and Fairtrade
Iunches, afternoon teas and cakes

Summer opening hours:
Tuesdays to Sundays 11am - Spm
Closed Mondays
(open on Bank Holiday Mondays)
Monthly theme nights and
outside catering available

DUCK GOOSE QUAIL
BANTAM & GUINEA-FOWL

Ps 9-7-283

THE
LOCHINVAR
HOTEL

Under New Manigement
Jeff and Yvette Read
fook forvard to welcoming you
FOOD EVERY DAY
SUNDAY ROASTS
12.00 - 2.30pnt, 6,00 - 9,00pm
PRIVATE PARTIES ~ DINNERS
Acconunodation from £20 PPN,
All Enquiries to 01644 430210

www, lochinvarhotel.com
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Glenkens Broadband Ltd has been set up
as a private business specifically to install
and administer rural {(community) networks
in SW Scotland as a WISP (Wireless Internet
Service Provider) using satellite systems.

Broadband offers significant benefits to businesses
through cost-effective, fast and immedlate access
to Internet resources. One of the great benefits of
broadband is the permanent always-on Internet
connection it provides.

We are currently installing equipment at business and
domeslic premises around Dalry, Forest Glen and
Upper Glenkens, Balmaclellan and New Galloway,
and will soon be ready to commence installation in
Mossdale, Parton and Crossmichael.

OPEN OMN SUNDAY

Some seven years ago a friend suggested that [ should open my garden to
the public under the Scotland’s Gardens Scheme. [ had never heard of the
scheme. Not giving the matter any thought | agreed.

After six openings [ no longer worry about weeds nor anything else. The
open day marks the end of my gardening year, When the tea cups have
been put back into their boxes and spare chalrs put away for another year,
1 take a break from gardening. As sunmimer is turning into autumn | spend a
little time actuatly sitting n the garden. | now have time to watch the blrds
and other wild life, listen to the wind in the trees I have planted. Some of
them have already grown almost to full maturity, others are still bables.

I can spend the best part of August and September enjoying the colours
and sounds of a garden created not only for humans but also a haven for
wildlife.

Autumn marks the beginning of my gardening year. | may be inspired by a
comment made by a visitor to make a change or some plant Is obviously not
happy and has to be moved. Last year my son complained that the garden
was becoming very overgrown. “[ like it that way!” was my simple answer.
When [ told 2 friend about my son’s comment, after a moment’s thought
he agreed that it was “getting a bit claustrophoblc” [ got the message and
planned a programme of pruning which has unproved several parts of the
garden. | even found a tree | had forgotten existed.

Having a large number of visitors to our garden encourages me to look at
It through other people’s eyes and develop new ideas.

As auturn tuns into winter, time is spent reading tempting catalogues and
nany plans are made while walting for spring. | am writing this on the 20%
March, Tweive Bamboos arrived yesterday and | should be In the garden
planting them but storm force winds and heavy rain made it necessary to
leave the plants in the garage.

| am developing a collection of plants used in medicine and the Orlental
collection needs some finishing touches. The pruning was not finished last
autumn and many plants nwst be moved. Cold frames are full of plants to
be planted. Plants for the plant stall must be potted!  All this and more
has to be done before open day on August 1%, Spring has not arrived, it's
snowlng, raining, it’s cold! {t might even be raining on the open day!? But !
don’t worry any more.

Hope you will come on Sunday August 1%, Even if it rains you could come
and enfoy the excellent teas provided by the supporters of our charities.
You might even find a tempting bargain on the plant stall.

Anntkki Lindsay, Arndarroch Cottage, Dalry

TIMES OF WORSHIP
IN THE GLENKENS

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND Sundays

Balmaclsllan 12.00 noon  1ist
Carsphalm 10.30am  1st 2nd 3rd 4th (July}
Dalry 9.00am st .

$2.00 noen  2nd 3rd 4th {July)
Kells $0.30am  2nd 4th {July)
New Galloway f0.30am  3rd
Town Hall 6.00pm  2Znd (June)

Special Services:

4th June 7.30 pm Mercy Ships meeting,

New Galoway Town Hall

6th June 6.30 pm Clachan Falr Songs of Praise
with Sanguhar and District Sitver Band, Dalry Church
(outside if fine)

7th June 7.30 pm Guild Presbyterial Rally,
Balmacleflan Church

26th-27th June ChristFest 2004 at Dumfries
Showgrounds, Two full days of services and events
for adults and children. There will be no Church of
Scelland services in the Glenkens on Sunday 27th
June.

18th July 10.15 am Holy Communion

using central table, Carsphaim Church

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH (C of E)

S¢. Margaret’s, New Galloway
10.30am Holy Communion
Every Sunday and Wednesday

CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Please phone 01556 610358

MACMILLAN SUNMMER FAYRE
The Glenkens Macmillan Cancer Relief is hosting
a charity Summer Fayre at Newfield Farm, Dalry
on Sunday 27 June 2004 at Zpm. (by kind
permisslon of the Edgar family),

Actlvities include an auction run by David Finlay of
Waterside as well as a Line Dancing demonstration
run by Chardes Tyson and his class, which will take
place In the shed, Stalls will Include plants, home
baking and bric-a-brac, and teas will be served In
the byre. Other activities include face-painting,
pancake ladies and a grand raffie.

Please come aleng and support a very worthy

cause - last year's Summer Fayre raised well over
£1300!

For further information please contact Ellzabeth
McFegan on 01644 430232

the
KenBRIDGE
hotel
New Galloway
OPEN
7 DAYS

Beautiful Riverside Location
Traditional Log Fire

i ]
bed and breakfast

en suite accommodation

B 01644 420211 B

Glenkens
Playgroup

i parimershlp with

' Dumtries
& Galloway
COURCIL

Edw aton Deparunent

monaged by a locd commifice of Noms
For e informmtion please conewt
Mus Julie Moove La44 doll687

Gordomn

Plumbing
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HENSOL MUSEUM

Lady Henderson of Hensol has recently opened
a new museum in the old stables at Hensol which
will raise funds for a number of good causes. The
museum displays domestic items which would have
been used in households around 100 years ago.
Exhibits include a selection of kitchenware such as
a butter churn and butter boards, a knife cleaning
machine and old glass bottles from the ginger beer
factory in Dumfries. There is an old mangle supplied
by the now closed but legendary ironmongers in
Castle Douglas, McGuffock & Macdonald. Other
items include an old two-handled saw, old fishing
rods and paraffin lamps. The star exhibit is a vintage
fire engine complete with canvas hoses, which dates
from 1919 with Hensol Fire Brigade on a brass
plate. The items have mostly been donated to the
museum by Lady Henderson who has been clearing
out her attics, although other items have since been
gifted by other individuals.

Hensol was built in 1813 and is a fine granite house
in a lovely situation on the river Dee, just south of
Mossdale. Small groups are welcome at any time of
the day during the summer months, and visits may be
booked by telephoning 01644 450207 (mornings
only). Admission to the museum is an arranged
donation to a charity, and the tour may include a
walk round the gardens and tea in the house.

Carrick’s of Carsphairn
{ Ji Main Street, Carsphairn
Convenicence Store

i

Groceries & Household
Vegetables, Salad & Fruit
Dairy & Filled Rolls
Hot & Cold Drinks, Sweets
Newspapers & Tobacco
Fishing Licences
Off-Licence

Post Oftice open 11:00 to 1:00
Monday to Saturday POST
PHONE TOP-UP'SALLDAY (3= 6o
= 01644 460211 =

Marr s
services
15 & mongaga corsaiants

nddependent Tran S
Pensions - Savings - Investments
Retirement & Inheritance Tax Planning
Life Assurance - Protection - Mortgages
For advice on any of the above,
or to review your existing arrangements,
contact your local adviser:

Brian J. Edgar MLIA(dip)
Tel. 01644 420288 or 07808 322421

Main Office: Central Office,
20-22 Victoria Street,
Newton Stewart DG8 6BT
Tel 01671 404540 Fax 01671 402549
e-mail - advice@marrfinancial.co.uk
web - wvavw.marrfinancial.co.uk

An Appointéd Representative of Sesame Lid
YOUR HOME IS AT RSK iF YOU DO NOT KEEP LP REPAYMENTS ON A

MORTGACE OR OTHER LOAN SECLRED ON IT, WRITTEN QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST.

Offering good
quality bathrooms

at afferdable prices

on a supply and fit

or supply only basis

Traditional and # Basic plumbing sepplies for DIY

contemporary suites * ot from sef buld aad trade
most welcome

Qualceram bathrooms . ;go ll\;x iv:‘ se::&n: :;cﬁm

Merlyn shower enclosures ceamics.. :

Matki shower enclosures & We will endenour to supply

Amber brassware :a m:ﬁm:%

Triton showers elc. firdngs

Contact Clare on 01556 504978
Mobile 07775 872638 or 077689 391219
24 Market Street, Castle Douglas (Opposite Wallets Mart)

e e i e e e e i ]
=l

L=

<

www.clogandshoe.co.uk
SHOES BOOTS CLOGS AND SANDALS.
MADE TO MEASURE OH FROM STOCK
Send for a catalogue or visit
THE CLOG AND SHOE WORKSHOP

Opening Times 10am-5pm weekdays
In winter ring before making a special journey
12 miles north of Castle Douglas,
follow the "thistle signs” from the A713
(footwear for special needs only by appeintment)

DRAMATIC SCULPTURE
PLANNED FOR DALRY

The Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association has
been offered the gift of a major steel sculpture by
one of their members and feel that Dalry would be
a very appropriate place to site this sculpture. Events
in Dalry were the catalyst for the Pentland rising in
1666, which ended with the rout of the Covenanters’
army by government troops at the Battle of Rullion
Green at the foot of the Pentland Hills; yet there is
no memorial to these events in Dalry. Plans are well
advanced for the erection of a 5 metre high metal
sculpture representing ‘The Burning Bush’ on the
piece of wasteland below the new playpark in Dalry.
The Sheffield-based metal fabrication company of Bill
Dunigan has designed and manufactured many metal
artworks for the public and private sectors, but this
is their first major project in Scotland. The Burning
Bush will comprise a central stem and three flames
representing the fire. These will be made of Corten
which has limited rusting properties. Cradled within
the flames will be a stainless steel bush with some
20 leaves. SCMA are working in partnership with
Dumfries and Galloway Council on the development
of this site and have also been in discussion with
Dalry Community Council concerning the plans.
SCMA will provide an information panel on the
Covenanters and plans are also afoot for a more
general information panel on Dalry and the Glenkens
to encourage visitors to explore further our beautiful
area. It is likely that this dramatic sculpture will
become a significant tourist attraction in its own right
and will draw people to the Glenkens,

The Dedication Ceremony will take place at Dalry on
Saturday 18th September at 11 am. This is the same
weekend as Dalry Heritage Group are planning their
annual exhibition so that weekend should focus much

interest on Dalry. David Bartholomew

Bar Meals
Tue-Fri:i2-2pm, 6.30-8pm,
Sat:12-2pm, 6-8pm, Sun:12-2pm, 5.30-7.30pm
“Charfie’s” Restaurant ~ (Bookitgs Advisable)
Thu-5at:6.30-8.30pm, Sun:5.30-7.30pm
*Charlie’s® is non- ir
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GCAT ~ BRINGING GREAT ENTERTAINMENT TO THE GLENKENS

JUNE - JULY PROGRANME

GLENKENS PLAY IT BY EAR
When - Monday 14th June 2004, 1.30pm

Where - Balmaclellan Village Hall

Music, song and percussion workshops for pre-school children
and their carers. Contact Alison Caldwell 01644 420272

Tickets - £2 per adult/child combo

FERLEY - RSAMD CONCERT
When - Monday - 14" June 2004, 7.30pm

Where - Ken Bridge Hotel

What - Band of traditional musicians from RSAMD

The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Droma return to the Glenkens
for an evening of traditional music with their band Ferley, which in Gaelic,
meaons 'mysterious and wondrous thing’

Tickets - £3/£1 (School Pupils)

RSAMD SCHOOLS PROGRAMME
When - Tuesday 15" June 2004, Day-time
Where - Kells, Dalry and Carsphairn Schools

Traditional music workshops in schools around the Glenkens.

GLENKENS ART EXHIBITION 2004
Whoro - Dalry Tovm Hall - 20t JuY

An opportunity for local orfists to exhibit their work to the public, and an
opportunity for the public to view and purchase the work of local artists.
Exhibitors: Entry forms are available from local EOSt offices,
shops, community venues or from the GCAT shop in New
Galloway.

Visitors: Entry to the exhibition is by donation.

GLENKENS CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL
When - Saturday 31 July 2004, 12 noon-5pm

Where - The Park, New Galloway

A day of fun and hilarity with tons of entertalnment and audience
participation - magic ond puppet shows, workshops, storytelling and stalls,
Tickets - Free Entry

THE URBAN TURBAN CLUB

When - Monthly: 1st Saturday in month, 2,15 - 5.00pm

Where - Kells Primary School, New Galloway

What - A new club for primary school aged children.

Explore African stories with Stripey Dog. Gel noisy and lé'urnp about.
Learn to play big traditional drums and to dance like a Bambara hunter.

GLENKENS DIARY FOR ALL EVENTS

JUNE
FRI 4" Dizzy Book Launch, Designs, Castle Douglas, 6pm
Mercey Ships Meeting, NG Town Hall, 7.30pm
SAT 5% Carsphairn Show
Barwhillarty Garden Open Day, 2-5pm
SAT 5% - SAT 12" Clachan Fair
SUN 6" Hensol Garden Open Day, 2-5pm
MON 14" Ferley - RSAMD Concert, Ken Bridge Hotel, 7.30pm
TUE 15" RSAMD Schools Workshops Kells, Dalry and Carsphairn
SUN 20* GTl Bus Tour to Pt. Logan and Portpatrick, 10.30am
FRI 25" Dalry School Activity Day
SUN 27" Macmillan Summer Fayre, Newfield Farm, 2pm

JULY

SAT 10® GTI Bus Tour to Brachead Centre, 9.00am

TUE 13® GTI Bus Tour to New Lanark, 9.00am

WED 21** GTI Bus Tour to Edinburgh, 8.00am

THU 22* - SUN 25" Glenkens Art Exhibition, Dalry Town Hall
FRl 30 Alternative Burns Supper, NG Town Hall, 7.30pm
SAT 31* Children's Festival, NG Park, 12-5pm

REGULAR EVENTS
Heather Hoppers
Fun for pre-schoolers 0-5 years. lumping, kicking, climbing and throwing.
Every Thursday 1.45 - 2,30 Balmaclellan Village Hall
£2.00 Phone Kate Maxwell 420328 or Morag Paterson 430601
Mother & Toddlers
New Galloway Town Hall Tuesday 9.30 - 11.00 am £1.00 per session

Part of the ARTS4US Programme.
Tickets - £3.00 per session

BOX OFFICE: GCAT Shop, Monday-Friday, 9.30am-4.00pm or,
if available, on the door.

TICKETS BY POST: Send full payment by cheque made out to
GCAT with s.a.e. and contact telephone number to :
GCAT, The Old School, New Galloway, DG7 3RN.
FURTHER INFORMATION: Tel. 01644 420374. (Answerphone
outside office hours)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAZETTE

Any contributions to the Gazette are always welcome by anyone and everyone,
and all articles, cartoons or photos are considered for publication. We are very
keen to receive contributions from a wider area, Please remember that we
try very hard to remain politically impartial. Although we encourage you to
express your views on subjects of interest to the local community, sometimes
an editorial decisfon is taken not to print an article because it might jeopardize
that impartiality.

If you are submitting an article the preferred format is by e-mail to Jonnie
Dowswell at [ensys@jdowswell.freeserve.co.uk]. He prefers to receive your
article as an attachment in text or rich text format (.txt or .rtf files). If you
can’t emall it the next preferred method is on disc which you can post or drop
in to the GCAT Shop. Again ideally it should be .txt or .rtf.  If you want to
submit a printed document then this is OK. Please keep fonts plain so that your
text can be recognized by the scanner software. (Ideal fonts are Arial, Times,
New Roman, Courier. No bold or italic please).

For those of you who have no idea of what we are talking about, we are still very
happy to receive hand written articles which we will happily type up for you.

Jane Trueman and Karen Donald are our chief co-ordinators so if you have a
good story but aren’t able to write it yourself please get in touch with either of
them. They will be very happy to carry out interviews and undertake research
to get your story written, Telephone 01644 420374.

If you would like to volunteer to become involved with GCAT either
helping to plan events or co-ordinate items for the Gazette, then please
do get in touch. You'd be really welcome to join the GCAT Team.

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST / SEPTEMBER ISSUE 23:
FRIDAY 16th JULY 2004

e-mail : editor@glenkensgazette.com

Thank you to all who ha_\?e_a'qp_'
contributed to the Glenkens
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